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FROM: 

DATE: 

cc: 

Sir J Fretwell 

Mr Boyd 
Mr Ratford 
Mr George, RID 
Mr Roberts, SCD 
Mr Meyer, News Dept 
Mr Dorey, CSCE unit 

SECRETARY OF STATE'S VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION: 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

1. Mr Shevardnadze raised the issue of human rights in 

Northern Ireland with the Secretary of State and handed over 

a list of eight Ilpolitical prisoners" about which he claimed 

the Soviet Government was concerned. 

2. The Northern Ireland Office have told us that seven of 

the eight are serving life imprisonment for murder, and the 

other life imprisonment for attempted murder. Several have 

been convicted of more than one murder, and/or other serious 

offences. 

3. We need to show the Russians that we have taken their 

expression of concern about Northern Ireland seriously, and 

examined the list carefully. This reminds the Russians that 

we expect a no less careful response to our own 

representations about human rights and individual cases. At 

the same time we need to make very clear to the Soviet 

authorities that the particular cases they have raised bear 

absolutely no comparison with the refuseniks, religious 

believers, psychiatric prisoners or others on our own list. 

They should be left in no doubt that we consider 

Shevardnadze's remarks a pretty blatant propaganda ploy. We 

should however reassure them that we are always ready for 

serious discussion of human rights questions, and that we 

look forward to having such an exchange through the 

mechanism of the official level consul at ions agreed during 

the Secretary of State's visit. 

4. Accordingly I submit a draft telegram of instructions to 

Sir Bryan Cartledge in Moscow; the text of a Speaking Note 

to be handed over, together with an annex, containing 

details of the cases raised by the Russians. RID and News 

Department concur. 
P \ ~ -'"' ~. 
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5. The telegram instructs the Ambassador to take action at 
Deputy Foreign Mi~ister l~vel. I think nothing less will do 
in view of the l~vel at which the Soviet allegations were 
made. I doub~ if it is,w6rth insisting on seeing 
Shevardnadze 'himself although Sir Bryan should ask that he 
be told of our ~eply.' The telegram also includes advice on 
a defensive line to take if the Russians make any reference 
to the Stalker affair or recent events in Gibraltar: other 
background material on Northern Ireland has already gone to 
Moscow by bag. 

6. The annex gives details of the murders of which the 
individuals on the Soviet list were convicted, and also 
refers, selectively, to other serious offences of which some 
had been convicted. Some of those on the list had 
convictions for eg "belonging to 'a proscribed organisation" 
or "communicating prohibited information". He have judged 
it prudent not to refer explicitly to these convictions in 
our respoD5~ to the Russians, to avoid being drawn into a 
sterile argument about whether these offences are 
"political" in nature. The point is that the eight 
individuals are genuine villains whose main crimes are 
murder. 

7. It is tempting to give some pUblicity to this response. 
But the Northern Ireland Office are reluctant to see 
information about individual prisoners given out in public 
without the prisoners' knowledge or consent, and on their 
advice we have recently declined to name the prisoners on 
the Soviet list in answer to a PQ from Chris Mullin MP. (If 
he comes back to the charge, as is likely, we may have to 
look at this again to avoid any suspicion that we ourselves 
are nervous about the named individuals). We have also, 
with human rights organisations, tended to emphasise the 
confidentiality of our exchanges with the Russians on human 
rights issues. It would not be consistent with this line to 
trumpet abroad the details of the Soviet list. I therefore 
think it best not to volunteer information about our 
response to the Soviet list at this stage; but I see no 
reason why we should not, if asked, confirm, as we have 
already done in answer to an earlier PQ from Mr Mullin, that 
seven of the eight individuals on t e Soviet list are 
convicted murderers, and the other has been convicted of 
attempted murder. We might add u at ributably that we found 
it hard to understand why the Sov e authorities seem keen 
to defend those guilty of such he n us crimes. 

AL3AAI 

SNP Hemans 
soviet Department 
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FROM HEMANS, SOVIET DEPT, FO~ AMBASSADOR 

SECRETARY OF STATE'S VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION: HUMAN RIGHTS IN 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
I 
i 
I 
i 
I 

1. We are now ready to respond formaLLy to Shevardnadze's 
! 

remarks about Northern IreL~~d and the List of prisoners he 

handed over (your teL 304). My two IPTs contain text of a 

Speaking Note, which you may Leave behind, and an annex with 

our detaiLed response on the prisoners and their offences, 

which shouLd aLso be given t the Russians. 
l 

2. GratefuL if you -~ouLd seek an appointment at Deputy Foreign 

Minister LeveL to deLiver ou~ repLy. You have discretion to 

caLL on KovaLev or Adamishi~ i as you think fit. Our objectives 
• I 

are to show the Russlans that we have taken their 
i 

representations seriousLy and so to remind them that we expect 
I 

no Less consideration over our own representations on human 
I 

rights; to make absoLuteLy cLear that the particuLar cases 
I 

Shevardnadze raised bear no comparison with the kind of cases 
I 

incLuded on our own Lists, and to reaffirm that we remain ready 
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for serious discussion of human rights questions and look 

forward to this th~ough the mechanism of the official level 

consuLtations agreed during the Secretary of State ' s visit. 

You shouLd ask that Shevardnadze be given the details of our 

reply. You should aLso make : cLear that we shaLL not be giving 

the detaiLs of this exchange to the media (see para 5 beLow). 

3. The annex gives detaiLs of the murders of which the 

individuaLs on the Soviet List_ were convicted, and also refers, 

seLectiveLy, to other serious offences of which some had been 
i 

convicted. You have receive9 by bag a copy of the original 
, 

response from the Northern Ireland Office which also incLudes 
I 

details of convictions for eg quote belonging to a proscribed 
I 

organisation unquote or quote communicating prohibited 
I 

information unquote. We have judged it prudent not to refer 
i 

expLicitLy to these convictions in the annex, to avoid being 
I 

drawn into a steriLe argument about ~hether the offences are 
! 

quote poLiticaL unquote in nature. The point is that the eight 
! 

individuaLs are guiLty of wh~t by anyone's standards are very 

serious crimes. i 
I 

4. You wiLL have r~~eived b~ bag more generaL background 

materiaL about the situationlin Northern IreLand for use if 

necessary. The Russians may[raise with you the Stalker affair 

or recent events in GibraLt'r' On the former, you should refer 

to Guidance teL 016 of 18 February. You will be aware of the 
! 

main outLine of events in Gibraltar and of the Secretary of 

State's statement of 7 Marchl (copied to you in the Verbatim 

Series). A guidance teLegra~ wilL issue shortLy, on which you 

may aLso draw as appropriatel - I 
5. We have considered whether we shouLd pubLicise our 

response. But the Northern Ireland Office are reLuctant to see 
! 

information about individuaL l prisoners made public without the 
i . 

prisoners' knowLedge or consent, and on their advic~ we have 

34re2lY2l;/Y2m~;j ,00::;0 t~r"-~i~t LiS) i,"/ 
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consistent with the L~ne we take with human rights 

organisations which emphasises the confidentiaL nature of our . 
exchanges with the Russians. , However we see no reason why you 

shouLd not, if asked, confirm, as we have aLready done in 

answer to an earLier PQ from Mr MuLLin, that seven out of eight 

individuaLs on the Soviet List are convicted murderers, and the 

other has been convicted of attempted murder. You might add 
j~\- w'<., 

unattributabCY0find it hard to understand why the Russians 

s h 0 u L d c h 0 0 set 0 d e fen d p e 0 pi L e who are g u i L t y 0 f s u c h h e i n 0 u s 

cr,imes. 
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MIPT: HUMAN RIGHTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

TEXT OF SPEAKING NOTE 

, -
; . ! : I11 

-- ._---------------_ .. - -- --_ .. _----

1. On 15 February Mr Sheva~dnadze handed to Sir Geoffrey Howe 

a list of eight individuals !imprisoned in Northern Ireland. He 1 

! 

asked if these cases couLd be examined to see whether the 
! 

sentences "ere justified, and stated that the Soviet Government 
i 

had received representation~ about many prisoners serving 
i 

sentences which they beLiev~d to be illegaL and contrary to 
I 

their rights. It was also ~uggested that there were more than 
1 

400 so-caLled quote~poLitic~L prisoners unquote in ULster and 
I 

concern was expressed at the practise of hoLding triaLs without 
I 

juries in the province. I 
I 

2. My authorities have carefully examined the eight names upon 
I 

the Soviet List. It has be~n estabLished that seven of the 

persons named are serving Lilfe imprisonment for murder and the 

eighth is serving Life imprisonment for attempted murder. Most , 

are aLso serving terms of i~prisonment for other serious 
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their sentences and criminaL activities are in this annex. 

3. ALL per~on~ heLd in prispn in Northern IreLand have been 

convicted of criminaL offences and sentenced by the courts, or 

have been remanded or committed in custody for triaL by a 

properLy constituted court. There are no poLiticaL prisoners 

or poLiticaL offences in Northern IreLand. The laws in 

Northern IreLand, incLuding the emergency provisions, are 
, 

consistent with the UN and European Conventions on Human 
I 

Rights, to which the UK is party. We are firmLy committed to 
I 

the protection and enhancement of human rights in Northern 
I 

IreLand, as in aLL other parfs of the United Kingdom. the 

fight against terrorism is an important part of our drive to 
I 

ensure basic human rights for aLL. 
! 
I 

4. The centraL principLes of British justice appLy in Northern 

IreLand. TriaLs are heLd in l open court, witnesses can be 

cross-examined, and the onus l is on the prosecution to prove 
I 

guiLt beyond reasonabLe doubf. ALL courts, both civil and 

criminaL, together with the judiciary itseLf, are compLeteLy 
I 

independent of the Government. 
I 

5. Because of the POSSibilifY of intimidation of jurors or 

perverse judgements in controversiaL cases it has been 
! 

necessary temporariLy to suspend triaL by jury in Northern 

IreLand for a Limited number l of serious, terrorist type 

offences. A number of safegLards have been introduced to 
I 

ensure the rights of the def~ndant are maintained. Chief among 
I 

these is the unconstrained right of appeaL against sentence or 
I 

conviction on any grounds. Furthermore, the judge must set out 

his reasons for convicting aiperson in a written judgement 
I 

which is unique in the UK judicial system. 
I 
I 

6. We have no doubt that thT persons named by the Soviet side 

were duLy convicted in fair triaLs of the very serious crimes 

of which they were accused. ! we find it surpri'sing .that the 

erers .. several 
/ 
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of whom had murdered more than once. 

7. We trust 'that this fuLL response to the enquiry raised by 

the Soviet side is satisfactory. We look forward to receiving 

a simiLar detaiLed response to the list of cases of an entireL y 

different nature handed over . by the UK side during the recent 

visit of Sir Geoffrey Howe to the Soviet Union. 

8. We are of course aLways ready for serious discussion with 

the Soviet side of human rigrts questions, incLuding human 

rights in the UK. We theref?re Look forward to the first round 

of official leveL talks on these issues, foLLowing the 
1 

agreement reached by our Foreign Ministers. We have proposed 

that these taLks take place in London on 28 March - between Mr 
I 

Ratford and Mr Adamishin. ! 

(Annex to Speaking Note in MIFT) 
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TO IMMEDIATE MOSCOW 

TELNO 

OF 101500Z MARCH 88 

MY TWO IPT'S: HUMAN RIGHTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

ANNEX TO SPEAKING NOTE 

, 
1. PauL Martin Creighton, :DOB 18 June 1955, HM Prison, Maze - I 

Pr s en t L y se r vi n 9 L i f e I m pr i is 0 n men t for Mu r d er. 
i 

o n 3 N 0 v e m b e r 1 97 5 ere i 9 h t 0in act e d a saL 0 0 k - 0 u t w h i L s tot her s ! 

5 hot and k iLL e d J Fog art y ait his h 0 m e d u r i n 9 a n I RAf e u d • 
l 
! 

2. MichaeL CuLbert, DOB 171 JuLy 1949, HM Prison, Maze -

PresentLy serving ~ife Imp l isonment for Murder. 

I 
CuLbert passed on informati~n which resuLted in 2 gunmen 

I 
murdering poLice photograph:er C M McALLister at his home on 24 I 

I ApriL 1978. 
i 
! 
I 

3 • J 0 s e p h Gib son, D 0 B 1 3 OIC t 0 b e r 1 9 5 6 , 

Presently serving Life Imp+sonment for 

i 

HM Prison, Maze -

Murder. 
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On 19 June 1976 Gibson shot R W NichoLL (member of UDA and 

former member UDR) at his home. 

4. John Anthony McCooey, DOB 31 JuLy 1955, HM Prison, Maze -

PresentLy serving Life Impri 'sonment for Murder (7 counts). 

On 1 September 1976 McCooey .with accompLices murdered 5 

Orangemen at TuLlyvaLLon Orange HaLL: coLLected information 

which resuLted in the murde rl of J McCuLLough (UDR) near his 

home: drove 2 men to scene ~here R W McConneLL (UDR) was 
! 

murdered. 

McCooey is aLso serving sent1ences for six other criminaL 
I 

offences incLuding possessio~ of firearms and ammunition and 
I 

possession of expLosive subs~ances. 
I 
I 
I 

5. Thomas James McGrath, DOB 25 JuLy 1956, HM Prison, Maze -
I 

PresentLy serving Life Impri~onment for Murder (2 counts). 
I 

On 13 October 1976 shot W CO~ rigan (UDR) and his son. 

! 
On 2 June 1977 took part in ~he murder of ConstabLes D Davison, 

i 
K Lynch and H Martin at Stewartstown. 

! 
i 

6. Peter Christopher WheLanl 
i 

Maze - PresentLy serving Lif~ 
I 
I Murder. 

DOB 9 December 1957, HM Prison, 

Imprisonment for Attempted 

On 26 November 1976 attempte~ to murder a reserve poLiceman at 
I 

Strand Road, Londonderry. ! 

ALso serving sentences for f~ur other criminaL offences 
fj rearms 
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7. Kevin Gerard Christopher McNaLLy, DOB 17 June 1958, HM 

Prison, Maze - PresentLy serying Life Imprisonment for Murder 

(2 counts). 

On 18 October 1977 murdered former Reserve constabLe Anderson 

at Girvan Bridge, Armagh. 

On 19 August 1978 with others murdered former UDR member T 

I 
Johnston at Keady. 

McNally is aLso serving sent~nces for fifteen other criminal 
I 

offences incLuding arson, robbery, possession of firearms and 

ammunition, attempted murder \ and hijacking. 

I 
I 

8. Edward Joseph Patrick O'Connor, 008 10 January 1956, HM 
. l I • • f' d Prlson, Maze - Present y servlng Ll e Imprlsonment for Mur er 

I 
(2 counts details of which are as for McNally abovel. 

O'Connor is also serving sentence for nine other criminal 

offences including attempted l murder possession of fire arms and 

ammunition, and conspiracy to rob. 
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