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DRAFT 

PS/Secretary of State 

SENTENCING POLICY MEETING WITH THE LORD CHANCELLOR 

The Secretary of State will be meeting the Lord Chancellor shortly 

to discuss the possible introduction of minimum prison sentences in 

Northern Ireland. 

2. In preparation for the meeting, the Lord Chancellor's 

Department has been asked to prepare a paper comparing sentences 

awarded in Northern Ireland and England and Wales. The latest draft 

is attached at Annex C. We have told the Lord chancellor's 

Department that the paper is totally inadequate as background for 

the Ministerial meeting because it does not compare like with like. 

The Northern Ireland figures all relate to scheduled offences, the 

vast majority of which involved terrorist offenders. But the 

figures for England and Wales cover all offenders and include onl~ a 

tiny proportion of terrorist.s. In any 

not satistically significant. 

3. Our 

terrorist 

contention h~s always 

off'enders in Northern 

been that 

Ireland is 

sentencing policy 

far too lenient. 

for 

Our 

figures show that maximum sentences are rarely applied; that average 

sentences are far too low; that for a number of serious offences the 

trend in recent years has been towards shorter sentences; and that 

terrorist offenders in England and Wales tend, on average, to 

receive much longer sentences. 

4. I attach the figures on which our analysis is based. Annex A 

shows all the sentences imposed for scheduled offences in Northern 

Ireland between 1978 and 1986. Annex B lists the sentences imposed 

on all the terrorists currently held in prison in England and Wales. 
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5. From our figures, the following conclusions can be drawn: 

a) Maximum Sentences 

Life is available as a maximum (rather than a mandatory) sentence 

for several of the most serious criminal offences commonly committed 

by terrorists. In the period 1978 - 1986 it was awarded in very few 

cases as follows: 

(i) 9 times out of 146 cases of attempted murder 

(ii) 2 times out of 81 cases of conspiracy to murder 

(iii) 2 times out of 120 cases of explosives with intent to GBH 

(iv) 6 times out of 137 cases of manslaughter 

(v) Once out of 262 cases of arson 

There are 10 other offences which carry a maximum of life including 

Riotous Behaviour; Robbery; Aggrevated Burglary; Hijacking; 

Firearms; Endangering Life; and E~plosives Endangering Life. In the 

period 1978 - 86, no life sentences were imposed for these offences. 
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b. Average Sentences ." eJf-9' ~ ,;.~ ej-(J,. 

Average s.entenc~s were less than 6 years in) ide range of--:ffe~s 
(k f'(Vj.::tJ. M. \)m.. cJ.( 

carrY1ngj(11fe or 10 years or more. 

highest (earlY 

average 

possessing illegal 

documents (10 years) 

firearms with criminal 

intent (14 years) 

wounding with intent to do 

GBH (life) 

membership (10 years) 

robbery (life) 

firearms in suspicious 

circumstances (10 years) 

hijacking (life) 

arson (life) 

aggravated burglary (life) 

riotous behaviour (life) 

criminal dam~ge (10 years) 

6.0 

5.8 

5.7 

5.7 

5.3 

3.7 

3.8 

3.6 

3.5 

0.9 

0.7 
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lowest yearly 

average 

M~,? 
2.0 (one case) ~ . 

3.0 

2.9 

3.0 

2.7 

2.5 (one case) 

1.3 

1.5 

1.2 (two case) 

0.3 

0.5 
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c. Trends 

Clear trends are difficult to discern. But the offences for which a 

trend towards lower sentences is apparent include possession of 

firearms (with intent to endanger life); wounding (with intend to do 

grievous bodily harm); arson; robbery and hijacking. 

Sentencing in England and Wales 

6. Annex B provides details of the sentences given to a total of 

46 persons from Northern Ireland or the Republic of Ireland 

convicted in England and Wales of terrorist offences since 1973. 

Many of these cases involved murder for which the penalty is 

mandatory life. But a review of some of the other sentences reveals 

the following information. There were 81 sentences handed down for 

a vareity of explosives offences. These included 34 life sentences; 

2 sentences of 25 years and 33 sentences of 20 years. The remaining 

12 sentences were all of 10 years or more. Similarly there were 27 

firearms offences which attracted custodial sentences: 8 of life; 1 

of 25 years; 4 of 20 years; 11 of 18 years; 1 of 15 years and 2 of 6 

months. It should be noted, however, that a large proportion of 

these sentences were imposed concurrently with mandatory life . ... -
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PERSONS SENTENCES TO IMPRISONM~~T FOR SCH~DUL~D OFFENCES, 1978-U6: NUMBER GIVEN 
MAXIMUM S~NT~NC~ AND AV~RAG& D$TtRHINAT~ S~NTENCt 

\ 

1918 1919 1980 19tH 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 

Offence" 11 
"exiau" 
Sentence No Max Av No Hax Av No Max Av ~o Ha~ Av No Max Av No Max Av No Max AV No Max Av No Max Av 

le 

Atte.pted 
aurd.r IlIb - l3.b 2~ ~ ll.:.l a 1 .Li:..! 1 o l~ l!I o~ 17 1 14.1 17 U IJ.U 7 o !i, 2 19 0 .ll.:..! 13 

(Ll'Kl -
Conapirecy to 
aurdec <Zl- \\.'() 

1 0 1.0 () o 1:l.3 1 o 10.7 8 1 11. 3 7 o 14.0 9 o 12.8 U 1 9.9 9 0 .!:.! 20 

,1..11'£) -
I.plo.lves 
intent to do Glllt 40 1 .!..Q.:..l 36 o 10.5 :U o 10.5 16 1 .2..J! 4 o .!.!!.:..Q 2 o 6.5 10~ 

1..1111 \W-H 
Ixplosives 
endengerin9 . 26 o 10.0 14 0 5.8 13 0 8.3 9 0 9.6 18 0 6.1 22 o 11. 3 14 o 9.B 17 0 hl 12 0 

Ute ,LI,t: J tlP-~.5' ;:;::::::::-
'xploaivea 
endangee 109 5 0 .i:.! 2 0 9.0 10 0 9.6 l 0 !.:l 
p(ope(tVlLl¥£J~ \ 

'2.C - . 
Other ~ 
•• plosivea 1 o 10.9 1 o .!.Q..:.Q 1 0 2.0 4 0 6.0 1 0 0.5 

(Ll'E 1 

'i,.eclla 
endengerin9 llte H 0 1.5 40 0 .!hI 16 0 9.8 40 o 6.7 69 0 5.B 44 0 5.3 24 0 4.7 47 0 .h! lO 0 

(1..1'£ 1. 

'ltea'lla(With 
ceiaine1 intent) ~ 8 0 4.0 18 1 5.1 21 1 5.8 15 . o 3.0 9 0 5.2 6 0 

I it Y eer s J 17 - ~ . 
,'l. .. ) 'lIa ~ ,. ''''ftp,ciQUIJ 56 0 l,~ l~ 0 ~ 1 ~ 0 J.4 7 o .L.l 1, 0 J ~ ... 2 0 ~.~ 1 (.» 2,a • .;;;.:.- .=..t.:. -elrcua.toMa., 
110 '1 •• r_l 



or .. u .. ~u • 
M41xLIDWII 
Sent_new 

Other 
fu:e.rmli 
ll/~ Ye4cliJ 

M&nalAu9ht~rILlfEJ 

1'.)78 1079 

No MAX Av No HAlt AV 

2 o 1.6 1 o O. '} 

18 o hl 27 1 U.S 

lYl)O 

No Max Av 

it 

:1;1' 1')01 
t ' 

IIIP Mox AV 

l')U~ 

No Mox Av 

2 o 1.7 1 0 0.1 

10 o !5l.:.Q ~~ 2 EL) 18 ' 0 7.3 

WOUlhJ""~,, (""J. Lh 
Lntunt to do GbH) 
(LIFEJ 

27 0 ~ 31 0 4.7 2U 0 4.0 30 0 4.5 38 0 4.4 

Wound~n9(Lnf1LctLn9 

GBH) (5 Y~4r$1 9 0 0.5 25 0 2 .) ... 18 0 0.9 14 1 1. 4 32 1 2.7 

A.~.ult OCC4UJ.onlng 

ActuAl bodlly hArm 79 1 .2.:2 88 0 .£.:.i 74 0 0.5 102 0 0.5 n 0 0.4 
(~ Y •• raJ 

Petrol bom.t>.lng 
poaaeslHon/throw1ng 5 0 4.6 
(S/lO YeAr.) 

3 0 2.2 2 0 1.5 28 0 1.0 20 0 1.2 

Cr uu.nAl 04lll4~tt 
(l0 V •• raj 

33 0 0.5 51 0 0.6 44 0 O.S 71 0 0.5 39 0 0.7 - -
Riotous 
beh4Vl.OUr 
,LIFE) 

Ar.ofl 
, 'LIY~J 

6 0 0.4 3 

Jb o J.6 17 

o 0.3. 5 

o J.2 32 

o 0.4 30 o 0.4 21 o 0.9 

1 2.0 j2 o 'i..'i. Jj o :.!.l 

1 ~JlI) 1')04 1985 1966 

No M4X Av No Mox Av No MAX Av No MAx Av 

1 o 0.2 2 0 -
11 o 7.1 9 o Q.J! 11 2 4.3 16 1 -
20 0 2.9 6 0 4.7 7 0 4.3 5 0 

24 0 2.0 29 2 1.6 22 2 l.:.l 53 2 

73 0 O.S 12U 1 0.7 124 3 ~ 

19 0 1.9 20 0 ~ 46 

38 0 0.6 54 0 0.5 42 0 ~ 73 

10 0 0.3 15 o ~ 17 0 ~. 18 o 2.:!. 

11) 0 :.!. :.! 'i,J u 1.9 26 0 .hi 44 o 1.9 

Robbery 
{L,U'£l 

114 0 5.3 122 0 4.6 118 0 4.3 148 0 3.0 157 0 3.7 166 0 4.0 122 0 3.3 117 0 3.2 113 0 2.7 

( 

" 

......... 



1 ~ " ri 1~'1'.l 19UO 1901 
ot t\.lH':~· .. 

Max~mWII 

S.nt. .. ncu No Mox Av No MQX Av NO Max Av N1 MAX Av 

"~9CAVotud 1 

b~c91.uV 4 0 3.5 9 0 2.3 6 - 0 2.5 2 
lLlf't:l 

tU.)4ck1.ni,J 9 0 3 . 5 2l 0 3.8 29 0 3.3 17 
'LIt'': 1 

K1.dn4pV1.n~ 7 0 6.0 8 - 0 :.1.4 0 0 7.0 
I LU·t:J 

Int.1.m1.dot1.onIS ~e~rtiJ4 0 U. 7. 

Ke~cDiup of 
illegAl oC9anl~at1.0n la 0 ).0 12 0 3.4 la 0 4.2 
110 'It •• usj 

Poa.ti.~in9 lll~gdl 

document. fa 3 0 ).3 1 0 3.0 
110 Ye.us) 

"aalat..1ng 
•• CAp .... 1 0 2.0 
(1 ¥ •• r.l 

NOTt::S 

1. Column 1'" number of persons 
Column 2 .. number of persons given maximum sentence 
ColWDn 3", 4V~r49ti IHtntenCti 

l ' 
"~' 

9 

1 

2 

0 1.2 

0 3.0 -
0 6.0 --

0 3.7 

. I 

0 2.0 

0 1.2 

190:.! 198) 1984 1985 1986 

No Max Av No Max Av No MQx Av No Hax Av No Kax Av 

1 0 1.7 8 0 1.8 4 0 1.9 2 0 -
17 0 1.3 14 0 2.3 6 0 1.5 13 0 1.9 23 0 

1 0 !hQ. 1 o 13.0 5 0 2.5 2 0 i.:.a 2 0 

·1 o 0.1 7 0 

4 0 4.1 13 o 4.4 :3 0 5.0 3 0 5.7 2 0 -
3 o 6.0 1 0 l.O 1 0 

1 0 3.0 

J. AVUfAIJU .. ulIlvlIl: U lue aLl.ulII1Jl.uu IIIUIUU1, IIIQIlIj 1.4U'JhLul' , (';olllil:Jir,,~'y to IUUl'du! uX!JlottivoS with .illtunt to do GBH and ar.on 
excludes those given a life sentence 

1. Some of these cases may have been de scheduled by the Attorney General. , 

~ / 
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SEllTENCIRG FOR TERRORIST OFFENCES Hi EliGI.AIID ARD WALES 

The attached table, supplied by the Home Office, contains 

information about prisoners from Northern Ireland and the Republic 

of Ireland who are currently serving sentences in England and Wales 

for terrorist offences. Those from the South have ROI, in brackets, 

after their names. Two, marked with an asterisk, committed offences 

which would not be scheduled in Northern Ireland. 

-3-
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C:>f J 'I.' fnS:>,;[RS. 80P'J; It; JiOFlTHERK lFiELJ.);~ 'tiD THE ~EPUB~lC Of IRELAtiD, COJ;\'lC!£;' 
T£ff~F1S7 Ofrr~:£S 

1.1; :€f;S:>I; 
t',,- t.1 n I! 

t 
\ , 

~_V~TRO!\:; 

fc.~r 1ck 

1~_V...sTRO!\G 

. ' :"':lia::. Josept, 

E .!.!:::E F. 
lIi:"':liar James 

El.!~F, 

I..l t-ert W~lker 

S::.L:iY 
"'~~yn francis 

BL~""'£R 
EC.-ard 

(R:11 ) 

C J.:...:..J. GH IJ\ 
H~:--. Daniel 

COh .... Oti 
Ge!'"c.rd Patrlck 

OffENCE 

Conspiracy to cause eXj:-loslons 

Murder x7 

Causing an explosion 
Conspiracy to cause 
explosions 
Conspiracy to murder 

Causing an explosion x 2 
Conspiracy to cause explosions 

Conspiracy to contravene the 
provisions of the Explosive 
Substances Act 1983 
Wounding with intent 

Murder x 11 

Flobbery x 9 
Flobbery 
Flobbery 

Conspiracy to contravene 
the provisions of the Explosive 
Substances Act 1983 

Causing an explosion x 2 
Conspiracy to cause explosions 

Murder x 6 

Causing an explosion 
Possessing a firearm witt intent 
Using firearms with intent 
"'.anslaughter 
Conspiracy to cause explosions 
Conspiracy to discharge firearltS 
false imprisonment 
Doing an act with intent to cause 
an explosion x 3 

Murder x 21 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 
tllrder x...} 
Causing an explosion 

SENTENCE 

Life 

LIfe 1 7 (Rec. 
Ein. 35 years 
LIfe eonct. 

20 yea:r.s' conct. 

10 years' conct. 

LIfe I 2 
20 years' conct. 

20 y~s 

li year's consec. 

Life I ~ (Ree. 
Ein. 25 years) 
8 ye~s x 9 canct. 
10 -years "Conct. 
10 years consec 

20 yea!"" S 

Life x2 
20 years' conct. 

Life I £, (Flec. 
min. 3D years) 
Life I ~ conct. 
Life I £, conct. 
18 ye.a-s conct. 
2' years conct. 
20 ye,",s conct. 
20 ye~s conct. 
20 yea-s conct. 

20 years x 3 conct. 

Life x 21 

20 year.s 
Life I 5 

. Life (Sec. min. 
30 yea.r~) 

PJ. 7£ 0: 
S::"J£J';~ 

23.6.U 

22.10.75 

22.10.75 

22.10.75 

22.10.75 

15.11.73 
15.1i.73 

26. 1 , .7£ 

28. 6.61, 

15.10.73 

15.10.73 
15.10.73 
. 15.10.73 

26.11.7£ 

15.11.73 
15.11.73 

10. 2.77 

10. 2.77 
10. 2.77 
10. 2.77 
10. 2.77 
10 •. 2.77 
10. 2.77 
10. 2.77 

10. 2.77 

15. 8.75 

. 22.10.75 
22.10.75 

22.10.75 



( 
\. 

CUNf:! ":;HJ.~ 
r...l.gtl PG tr icY. Ger arc 

CUtH\It\::;HAt-: 
! .obert Johr, 
(Released 10/12/87) 

DJNl\"'ELt l' 
£:ir iar, Vincent 

DJ"-o 
E:-endan 
(ROI) 

~IBSO}\ 

J;:>el 

(~Ol ) 

GF.HES 
_illia=. 
(ROI) 

E-Z,CKETT 
ratrick Josept 

(ROI) 

(P-OJ ) 

OLt 
htrick Josept. 

E.:LL 
faul t'...ichael 

OffE~CE 

Consp1ra~y to cause explosions. 

Conspiracy to cause explosions x 2 

Murder 

Attempted ~urder x 3 
Causing aT. explosior, to endanger 
life 
Conspira=y to cause explosions 
Possessicc of an explosive sub­
sta'1ce 
Assault 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 
Conspiracy to murder 
Attempted .urder x 3 
Unlawful possession of firearms 
x.e ~C"::='" ... 

false imp~isonment 

Possessing explosive substances 
Conspiracy to cause explosions 
Conspiracy to murder 
Attempted ~urder x 3 
Attempted ErJrder x 2 
Unlawful possession of firearms 
and ammunit.ion 

Using a firearm with intent 

Conspiracy to cause an explosion 
Possessing explosives 

Causing an explosion 
Conspiracy to cause explosions 
Possession of an explosive 
substance 

Conspiracy to cau~e7explosions 
Unlawful possession of an 
explosive substance 

Conspiracy to obstruct justice • 
Wounding with intent to commit GBH 

ttlrder x 21 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 
ftlrder x 7 
Causing an explosion 

SEtl"rEp.;CE 

20 years 

20 years x 2 ~onct. 

Life (Ree. IElln. 
30 years) 
Life x 3 

Life 

20 years conct. 

20 years conct. 

!j months conct. 

20 years 
'0 years conct. 
Life 7. 3 

-~8 years ·x 2 eonct 

i year s conct. 

20 years conct. 
20 years 
10 years conct 
15 years x 3 conet. 
Life x 2 
18 years conct. 

18 years conct. 

10 years 
'0 years conct. 

20 years 
20 years conct. 

20 years conct. 

20 years 

20 years conct. 

5 years conct. 
~ years con sec • 

Life x 21 

20 years 
Life x 7 
Life 

DJ.!£. Of 
SEt;T£~C£ 

18. 3.7S 

30. 6.77 

30. 6.77 

30. 6.77 

30. 6.77 

30. 6.77 

16.12.80 

n. 5.76 
11. 5.76 
11. 5.76 

11. 5.76 

11. 5.76 

11. 5.76 
11. 5.76 
11. 5.76 
11. 5.76 
11.5.76 
11. 5.76 

11. 5.76 

6. 2.86 
6. 2.86 

30. 6.77 
30. 6.77 

30. 6.77 

30. 6.77 

30. 6.77 

30. 6.77 
16. 6.8!/ 

15. 8.75 

22.10.75 
22.10.75 
22.10.75 

-; ... 



HOLHES 
Paul Joseph 

HUNTEFi 
fiobert Gerard 

KAVANAGH 
Paul 

KINSELLA 
Se an 
(ROI ) ":~-= . 

ICEEKAN 
Br ian Paschal 

HcCARThTEY 
Ronald Joseph 

HcCOMB 
John Gabriel 

HcDONNELL 
Gerald Patrick 

HcFADDEN 
Cornelius Michael 
(ROI) 

OrftNCE 

Causlr~ aT. ex~lo!1or. I Z 
Conspiracy to cause explosions 

Murder I cl 

I'tiJrder I 3 

Doin£ L~ act with intent to cause 
an explosion 

CausinE an explosion 
Possessing an explosiv~ substancE 
with int.ent 

Possessing f"irearms with intent 
Possessing a~ explosive substance 
with int.ent 

Possessing f"irearms with intent 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 
Conspiracy to Eirder 

= 'Atteepted lD"..trder 23 
Possession of a fire~~ x 2 
Usir.!£ ca f'ireant 2 2 
false ±Eprisonment 
Possession of explosive substances 
Wou.P"Joing, wit.h intent to cause GBH 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 
Conspiracy to possess f"irearms 
with int.ent 

Conspiracy to effect escape 

Attempt.ed murder 2 3 
Conspiracy to cause explosions 
Unlawful possession of firearms 
Using rirearms with intent 
to resist arrest 

Cons¥iracy to cause explosions 

Conspiracy to cause explOSions 

Conspiracy to cause an explosion 
2 2 

Conspiracy to commit arson 
Possess1Qg explosives under 
8uspic lou s c ircumstanees 

3 

1.1h x 2 
20 years conet. 

1.1fe x2' 

1.1fe x 3 (Rec. Ein. 
35 years) 

Life 

Life 

20 year scone t • 

20 years conct 
25 years conct 

25 years conct. 

20 years 
10 years 
Llfe J[ ~ 
18 years 2 2 
16 years x 2 

7 years 
20 years 

lj years 

16 years 
16 years conct. 

3 years consec. 

Life J[ 3 
20 years conct. 
111 years conct. 
114 years conct. 

17 years 

Life 

DATE or 
SEN1EtlC'E 

15.1'.73 
15.11.73 

15. 8.75 

7. 3.85 

7. 3.B5 

7. 3.85 

7. 3.88 

7. 3.85 
7. 3.85 

7. 3.85 

11. 5.76 
11. 5.76 
'1. 5.76 
11. 5.76 
1,. 5.76 
11. 5.76 
1,. 5.76 
11. 5.76 

25. 6.80 
25. 6.80 

17. 3.81 

7. 5.76 
7. 5.76 
7. 5.76 
7. 5.76 

.26. 5.83 

23. 6.86 

10 years x 2 conct. 18. 3.75 

18 years conet. 18. 3.75 

1~ years conct. 18. 3.75 



, . 

c 

He ILKENP\Y 
Noel P.1charc 

HcKENtn' 
Michae1 Jose¥~ 

HcLAUGHLIN 
Patrick Josep:. 

Hc~AMEE 

Cil bert jhor;: ~~ 

mGEE 
Patrick Jose;:. 

MULRYAN 
Andre .. · t-'..artir: 

Noel 

:,(Itel-eased 21_S __ 87-}-·· 

(ROI) 

MULRYAN 
Patr ick JoseF~· 
(Released 15.1 0 .87) 

(ROI) 

NORNEY 
Paul Gerard 

O'CONNELL 
Martin Josepr. 

~ROI ) 

O'DWY£R 
E11a 

(ROJ) 

OFfENCE 

tturder x 21 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 

Conspiracy to cause an explosion 

Possessing a firearm wIth intent 
Unlawful possession of explosives 
Murder x 5 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 
Possessing an explesiY~ . 5abstance 

Unlawful ~possession --of ~Cirearms 
Unlawful possession of .amrounition 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 
Theft '* 
Possessing explosive substances 
Unlawful possession of firearms 
Unlawful possession of ammunition 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 
Conspiracy to murder 
Attempted murder x 5 
Unlawful possession of a firear~ 
Using a firearm with intent 

M.lrder x 6 

Causing an explosion x 5 
lossesslng firearms with intent 
Using firearms with intent 
Manslaughter 
Conspiracy to cause explosions 
Conspiracy to discharge 
firearms 
False imprisonment 
Doing an act with intent to cause 
an explosion x 3 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 

S::"JE~CE . 

Life 

16 years 

Life 

25 years 

LifE: 
Life 
Life x 5 (Ree. ~in. 
~5 years) 

L1fe 

20 years 
1l.j years conct. 
-t> months conct. 

6 months conct. 

20 years 
12 months conct 
lli years conct. 

6 m:>nths conct. 
6 months conct. 

20 years conct. 
10 years conct. 
Life x 5 conct. 
18 years conct. 
18 years conct. 

Life x 6 (Rec. Ein. 
30 years) 

Life x 5 conct. 
18 years conct. 
Life conct. 
21 years conct. 
20 years conct. 
20 years conct. 

20 years eonct. 

20 years x 3 eonct. 

Life 

DnE Of 
SEtt'TENCE 

15. 8.75 

1!;. Ai.57 

25.11. 86 

i27.10.87 

23. 6.86 
~3. 6.86 
23. 6.86 

23. 6.86 

18. 3.73 
lB. 3.73 
18. 3.73 
18. 3.73 

18. 3.75 
18. 3.15 
1 B. 3.75 
18. 3.75 
18. 3.75 

11. 5.76 
11. 5.76 
11. 5.76 
11. 5.76 
11. 5.76 

10. 2.77 

10. 2.77 
10. 2.77 
10. 2.77 
10. 2.77 
10. 2.77 
10. 2.77 

10. 2.77 

10. 2.77 

23. 6.86 



· . , 

O'HEILL 
Edd1e 

r 
\ . 

(Released 27.1.88) 

P~-rF. 

Willis:: 

OUICLEY 
Thomas Alphonsus 

SHERRY 
Peter Johr. Josept 

VELLA 
Natalino 

fROI} --~ 

WALKEr. 
John Francis 

WALSE 
Robert Pet.!' ick 

OffENCE 

Conspiracy to cause explosions 

tt.1rder l[ 21 

ftlrder l[ 3 
Do1ng an act with intent to cause 
an explosion 

Causing an explosion 
f'ossessing an explosive 
substance with intent 
Possessing firearms with intent 

Conspiring to cause explosions 

Possessing an explosive substance 
with intent 

J'ossessing 1"irearms -vi th intent 

It.!rder x 21 

Causing explosions x 2 
Co~spiracy to cause explosions 

5 

SE~JENCE 

20 years 

Life x 21 

life x 3 

life 

Life 
20 years conct. 

20 years conct. 

life 

15 years 

15 years 

life .x 21 

Life x 2 
20 years conct. 

pI, Tf. Of 
~E .. rE":E 

7. 

7. 
7. 

23. 6.86 

7. 3.85 

7. 3.85 

15. 8.75 

15.1'.73 
15.11.73 
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MAXIMUM SENTENCES 

Offence Maximum Sentence 

England 

N Ireland and 

Murder 

Attempted murder 

Conspiracy/soliciting murder 

Manslaughter 

Causing grievous bodily 

explosives 

Causing explosion with intent to 

cause GBH 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Causing explosion~ikely to endanger 

life or damage property Life 

Attempting to cause such an 

explosion and making/possessing 

Life 

explosives with intent to endanger life or cause 

serious damage to property 

Making/possessing explosives in 

suspicious circumstances 

Possessing firearm with intent to 

endanger life or cause serious 

damage to property 

Possessing firearm in suspicious 

circumstances 

Carrying firearm with intent to 

commit indictable offence or 

prevent arrest of self or 

another 

Use or attempted use of firearm 

prevent arrest of self or 

another 

Causing GBH 

14 years 

Life 

10 years ] 

14 years ] 

Life 

5 years 

-5-
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Wales 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

14 years 

Life 

14 years 

Life 

5 years 
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LENGTH OF SENTENCES 

Attached is a comparison of the maximum sentences available in 

Northern Ireland and England and Wales for a wide range of the most 

serious offences commonly committed by terrorists. There is very 

little divergence between the sentences available in the two 
jurisdiction. 

-4-

CONFIDENTIAL 



.R. CONFIDENTIAL 

r 
Asi~ult occasioning actual bod i ly 5 years 

harm 

(Common law) riot 

Use of petrol bombs 

Possession of petrol bombs 

Arson . 

Hijacking vehicle 

Kidnapping 

False imprisonment 

Intimidation 

Theft/Aggravated burglary 

Life 

10 years 

5 years 

Life 

15 years 

Life 

Life 

5 years 

Life 

-6-
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5 years 

10 years 

Life 

2 years 

Life 

3 years 

No maximum 

specified 

No maximum 

specified 

6 months 

Life 
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A comparison of the average lengths of sentences passed and served 
(f(4... . 
~ specified offences in Northern Ireland and in England and Wales 

(1986 figures) 

Key: A • N~er of defendants 
B 

c 
Number of dcfcndant~ sentenced to -life imprisonment 

Average 1en9th of sentence passAn in y~ars (excluding 

life) 
U AVera~~ lengtft ~f I~~t~~ce served 1n years (excluding 

life) 

A B c D 

Off~nce N.Z: E+W N.I E+W N.I E+W N.! 

Attempted 13 19 0 2 12.1 9.7 54% ) 

Murder ~ 

conspiracy to 20 5 0 0 10.6 6.9 54% ) 

Murder -
- CD 

~ 

Posseasion of ~2 0 0 8.3 8.Q 51% ) 
explosives with I 

intent to endanger 
life 

-

possessiOn of a 30 16 0 3 5.1 4.0 55% ) 

firearm with -- ~ 

intent to 
endanger life 

E+W 

carrying fire~~~' 6 30. N/A N/A 5.2 3.1 52% )55-
~ with intent ~ - )60% 

Manslaughter 16 227 1 8 6.9 3.4 55i,; ) 

Wounding with 5 606 0 3 3.1 2.9 52% } 
lntent to cause 
GBH 

wounding or 53 1331 N/A N/A 1.9 1.2 50% ) 
inflic;;ting (JB~ 

RiotoU8 behaviour 18 344 0 0 0.6 1.4 !:>1% ) 

Arson 44 358 0 11 1.9 2.4 50% ) 

Robbery 113 1707 0 2 2.7 3.9 52% ) 

88 ' 60'60 'Ol~ l31 SS3NIsna l~nO) Q' )'l 



JIot,_ Ca) 

(b) 

_ ••• - ••••• I ,.. • 

The information available in respect of average sentences 
for offengjs is distorted because of Borne Office 
practice ~ a99r~atin9 aimilar type offences. The 
averages produoed are based on that aggr.gate. 

Murder has !!.~t been included in the above list since a 
conv~ction ~thie offence carries an automalic life 
.entence. It should be noted however that a defendant 
oonvictec1 of a terrorist murder ~T' expect -to flcrva 20 
years of a life sentence/whereas a defendant convicted 
o,c "U,lL\lt:L III ~l1uluna or wnlp.~ (W1'11 ~n 1 'I"I~"'c"I". I'\f'lM" ,~;tic 

. murders) iiJlfr ~ A lC[)A t"!t. t.n s~r.ve approximat.ely 10 yea;r:s 
or a l!fu sentence. 
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