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Thank you for your letter of 17 November about our proposals for a 
chanqe in the rate of remission awarded in Northern Ireland to 
sentenced prisoners. 

I appreciate your frank statement of your political assessment of 
what we are doing. As I think I made clear when we spoke on the 
telephone, we nevertheless think that these measures on balance 
are necessary and riqht. As you Qenerously recoqnise in your 
letter, they are to be seen as part of a programme of measures and 
are balanced by a number of others, both in the area of prisons 
ano in other fields such as the PACE order and fair employment 
which do offer reassurance -and· help, particularly ~or t.he minority 
community. Moreover, the SOSP review is Qoina ahead and is not 
affected by these changes. 

We have been careful to avoid any retrospection; our proposals 
will not, for example, apply to prison~rs already sentenced, not 
even those awaiting trial, but only to those committing ~ 
scheduled offence after the change has been brought into effect • 
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You also make the point that direct parallels cannot be drawn 
b~tween the systems in Britain, Northern Ireland and the Republic; 
nevertheless the present situation is such that comparisons are 
drawn, and the results are very difficult for people in Northern 
Ireland to accept with such 8 high level of remission for what are 
some of the most serious criminals. Similarly, while the 
statisties about reinvolvement ean be interpreted in a number of 
ways, the fact is that the present remission arrangements permit 
the release of prisoners who do become re-involved and who are a 
threat to life. There are some notorious cases, and anyone Of 

them could be argued to make the present system indefensible. 

I am sorry that our political assessments differ. I very much 
appreciate your comments about our eommon objective, and I can 
assure you that we have given very careful thought to just the 
points you make and have talked about them at length with those in 
overall responsibility for the prisons, even though the changes . 
will not affeet anybody in prison at present. 

As I mentioned to you and Gerry at our meeting on 2 November, we ' 
proposed to include these changes in the PT Bill, which is likely 
to be published on 25 Novembe~. 1 must confess that 1 thought at 
our discussion that you understood the reasons for the action we 
proposed and felt they could be readily justified. I am sorry if 
I----rDisunders-t-o-ow-you-r v-ieW&s.-a-s7~we~do -fee.L t .bat- it _JJ'Ln_ecessary E.o 
proceed on, the basis I 'described. 
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(Dictated by the Secretary of State 
, and signed in his absence) 
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