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eCULAR IltroRTS OF POLITICAU.Y SENSITIVE ISSUES '10 NO JO ,..----- ... - ...... .. -.,. 

I attach a letter w.hich I received yesterday from the PtIvat~ 

Se-cret.r, to tbe Prise Hinit'tel'. Yoo wi 11 see thAt it. asks. for : 

.. by close of play eact. Ttmtsaay 3 roll.fir; re-vi~w in dLHY 

form of all the politically sen!l;itive aa ~ tt'rs within QU I 

re6ponsibility whictl are likely to "rise- OVPf tht folioloiiftf, 

two wttt.k .. ; tlnd 

_ brip.f and pLto~hy 5p~aking notes 00 political WI<fttet:s "'il l,- /; 

eoncern the- HIO. 

2. I should be ,rateful if you could assuru~ [~~poo$jbi11ty for 
providing both of these. In order to mee-t th~ t"equi r~Vteflt fo. a 

rolling r~yj.w of politically .en6i~ive I1tl:Itterf~ ; I should be 

,rat_rul if by c lose of pl{lY eact) WednE'sd<1¥ yC\) could submi t 

ltat~ri.l in the- requh~ forut for conRi<;ierstioft by the Se-CHi'tJ! [1' 

of State overnight and discussion on Thursday (ll)fning if nece s~.,.t ry . 

On the secolKi point. I expect that notes ,",ou14 MinIy be .cE'lat~d I;.,', 

•• tter.reported In the [olli~ review but 01 course th-ere I)ay D!f' 

iS$l,Ies of enduring political Ilensitivit)' which ~ hould be includt' ,L 

1. I .hould be crateful if you could Itive t:h{)~ght t(} tH)U t>on·; 

these requirements lJlight be .. t and advl;=~. lhe first wef:.Aklyr epc-, t 

ahould be with us by close of pJ3y on Wedrtesday 18 F~h[uarY J pJ <J (u~~~ . 

\1v> . 
,/ 

o J WATKINS 
PS/Secretary of State 

11 February 1987 
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WR1~om$ verdlot Q~ demonstr~~lon of 
8\1Coe •• 01, Roe .fforts to chok. off 
f!'4l~d~l~nt ~o\,lrc~~ e f iunda t.c 
~Ar.m11itar l~.. 140 n~ce caa.e in 
~h. pl~-U.:ne. 
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The Pt 1 .. Mlnl.te~ ~.s askt."d JDe to havt> pt'epar~ for b*,· 
for each Monday IIO[Din9 a sunury of politi:al events And 
is.uet ari.ingover the foll(wiD9 two weeks. This would b~ 
the b~8ls of an assessment of the presentat lonal pr-oblells -.' ))1 
opportunities in the period i-.ediately aneAd. 1'0 this end, 
the pria. Minister tlfQuld like pri.vate Offi.ces t.o send to. mE' by 
close of play each Thursday a [ollitl9 rev i~'W~ in diary fot'~. 
of all the pol i tically s~ns i t i ve- .at tecs tt~ thin your. 
Oepartllent • s •• bi t Vbic;h a re 1 Hcely to at is<: over the 
following tWQ "'e-eks. 1 J(noW that Heads of lnfol'caation se.nd 
.~ of this ~tetl.l to tbe Pfi~ Minister'. Chief tress 
Secretary in the nor~l course ot InforlPation coordinAtion IW"~ 
I Aa anxious that we should not duplicat.e work unnecessac 11y . 
But I think that the INteria.l which I t.4ve ft6ked for in this 
letter woulcS be rather more comprehensive t.han tht! mater .u,i 
already provided~ 

The Priln6 Hinister has also asked that Ministen st~Oi.l l d 
lHt 'remt.nded ebotJt tbe iMportance of pcoduci.t9 for colle~9.ue5! 
the Whip's office .nd Beads ef lo(otMation. crisp and robOSl 
speaking notes on political ~tters which c~ern ~ach 
Depart.aent·. c.spoa81biliti.s. Such not .. s ~9ht to be 
prepar~ ••• cutter of cO~,l($e for each pol itic:-ally sen5i. tiw~ 
issue. Th~ Pchae "ini.ter belieyes it piU'ticulal'ly u"~rta" t. 
to have speaki~ notes .~ail.ble as soon as, and preferably 
before. a politically sensitive issue bec:oa~s public. 
Presentational opportunities ~re missed H the I)ote$ .re 
prepared too late. 

I am .~ndin9 a copy of this l~tt.r. to ~he Private 
St'<:cetaries to IIlelltbers of the Cabinet, to the Minister of Art S 
and Libraries and to Sir Rob~rt ~~.stron9. 

Alex Allan, Esq., 
BM -tteatl,lry. 

L.~ 
A)'r W~&.t£, 
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