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I spoke to Mr 0 hUiginn yesterday about the Taoiseach's 

interview for the magazine Irish America using the speaking 

notes in you minute to me of 2 September. 

2. Mr 0 hUiginn made the usual points. He stressed the 

difficulty for any Irish politician of opposing the MacBride 

principles per se and the importance of avoiding a head-on 

attack against the campaign. (Incidentally he claimed that the 

Taoiseach actually used the word "unexceptional" rather than 

"acceptable" though he admitted that the difference in meaning 

was small). He also said, rather weakly, that the comments 

about John Hume had been the result of a very awkward and 

provocative question. Despite all of this, he seemed to accept 

that the Taoiseach's remarks were not particularly helpful and 

he agreed to record our view that they are likely to encourage 

the MacBride lobby and to make more difficult the prevention of 

the enactment of MacBride statutes. 

3. I floated the idea of a further meeting of officials on 

this topic aimed at securing agreement on a more constuctive 

press line which could be used by both sides. He did not object 

and would, I believe, be willing to listen to any points we want 

to make. Subsequently, it occurred to me that a better approach 

might be to submit to the Irish side a short paper summarising 

our position and suggesting how the Irish could help us when 

responding to further press enquiries about MacBride. After 
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all, the Irish have made frequent representations to us about 

what our Ministers should or should not be saying. Any such 

paper might reproduce paragraph 4 of the Joint record of the 

last Conference meeting. 

4. During discussion, Mr 0 hUiginn and I noted that MacBride 

was bound to crop up during the Secretary of State's impending 

visit to the States. Since Mr Lenihan is likely to be in North 
America at about the same time and since we obviously want to 

avoid a damaging public row based on different interpretations 

of MacBride/equal opportunities/inward investment, any further 

steps we want to take would as well be taken quickly. I should 

be grateful for advice. 

s~. 
S G HEWITT 
4 September 1987 
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!. You will p~obably have .een the account ~b the Irish P£eS5 

~f 2. August of Kt Hauqbeyo.. interview with Irisb-America 
rt .. ,uine (.ttae~ at. A). Fuller details of lbe interview are 

t l.ve.."l in the illS telegt''' o.f 26 Au9u2St. (at Bi , 

,. Mbat Hr &aUther say- about the RaCBtid. principles ia 
(' 1elnly .ost unhelpful to u. and represeats » considerable step 

1 "H:, k frO:'m the po$ition the Irish have tAken itt the Conference. 

""h<-: r(t they have .greed tlYt the best "'.Y towards employment 

~'~ua l i ty lies tbrDugh decisiYe 4tCtio.n on tJw 9tOuDd in lfortbern 

lrels.n-.d ttn4 b_" welcoeea .s progress tbe Govecmoent"s 

le9is1ative pcopoaala in tbis .,... lnOeed~ ~ter the lAst 

... tlag of the ~erence ~ Lenihan wen~ .0 {at a. to say that 

he thought. t.he propoaed ... leglalat.ion ec.1d -supersede- the 

KacBtl.4e Ptl.nclplu. (Rc .1ao uaec.\ the ward -.ul)awr.e·. which is. 

ef courIPJ DOt acplrat.e: the DeW .t.et:ut.~ vi 11 'lJ\4e~line t;he 

irrei ••• DOe of tbe Priaelples rather ~ft iftC?~por.tia, t~.) 

3. 1 ha'P. diacuaae4 t.he aett. steps. wit.h .1' ;urna ... t 

CMatert.OI\ aDd DEn. _ feel tha~ it is illlPOlt.&ftt to register 

our: diaway at thh~ illt~rview witb tbe Irish ~fore too Iklck time 
h •• e1.paed. ne best tactic would probably ile- to B40pt • ".ore 



~ n aorcow than 1ft anver- approach. Cle.rly. the Irish cenftot be 

itzpeeted to di •• vow "hat the T~iseacll ha •• aid, bu t we aust .t 

••• at get t~ to recognise that bis consents bBye done a ~jor 
dl ••• "lce to our .nti ..... c.rioe effort ill \.be. US. (They alao 
~acl4entally place ~ba au.e i. a I.ther ~1tf!eult PQ$itlOR.) 
')ur ala ahou14 be t.o er.at. _ aeHe of ob} iV4ltlon on theie p.rt 

.- • ftlOO9nitloa tllat tbey owe us ODe on 1laC8r: i4e. - which we e.1\ 
«:apltalia. OD et • let-er .t~. 

J.. At_i_t. t..hia backQ~wao. we sho\lld he) g~.tetul if you could 

take the matter GP with ynut Irish colleaqoeh. You _Ay wish to 
f\t .. on the followi., points: 

(i) We velt! aurptised at the story h~ t.he Irish Press, 

but aasuaed tbat Mr Haughey ~ad perh~ps b£~n 
.i&quoted. However. subs.equent H!polting by our 

peat.c ia tile US appeals ~ confirllt the Irish PceSs 

account of Kc .. .auqbey' s comraenta. 

(1) What has been .. aid will clearly t.>;1 !e(Hlr~~J€~ the' 

"'e)riO. lobby aM make aote 41 ff ieul t {YJ. I effQ'Cts 

(which axe cf course supported lKMng oth~r.s by the 

US aOatinistr4ltion) to pteyent lbe enactment of 
aaearicle atatutes. It is urn to .quare the 

".ois~b"l5 cOIIBIents "itb ~be po~ltion which lri$u 
.1Dl.~x. h.y. taken in the Coaf*tence - whexe it 

~. been _ccepted that HMG is full, commilte4 to the 
,romo~ioa of ~.lit7 of oPPQftuaity _ad f.ir 

~loyMftt. tlutt the best var to itchieve thia is 
thr01l9h p"lectical __ surea on tbe ,rowad. ant! th.t 

our proposed levialatioa c.n be ~lco.ed .a possibly 
• .... persediDg- llacBcide. we of course appreciate 
that the lcl __ Gover-.eat ~. oon3isteatly taken the 

,..itioD that tbe 1Iac.81'ide PriftCiples are iD 
theasel..s ~aobjectiODablet bMt t~at is rather 
different fro. •• yiDg t~.t the.y are ·total~ 
.ecepta))l.-, 
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(lil) In his int."i~ " , Haughey 511qges.ts that John Hume 

ia concerned that ~();~ of the people supportir\9 t.he 

Ilacaride PllftCiples lIlight seek to iahibit iOY8sbDe-nt 

in Mor'thern lr.l,n~, ~re..s be ~u14 be Ycry 

... 1ovs to ...... _. alcll US ingeat ... t .a po •• ible 

tber.~ Tbi. 1. velY ~ ,1&'0 ttw: conce£Q of the 

.,1tlab GoY8ta.tDt .. which we .ana. is also ahared 

'" tM l~iaIl_ III •• qhey4 .. ce_eat. do IlGt _ 

coa.16~t .itb the autuality of .ftort in this 

directioft WIlich both sides ha .. ~eJ1 seekiDV' to 

develop within the fr,nework of the Avreement. W. 
ahould be grateful therefore foe .ome clarification 
of ~h. Irish position .nd for ~h~ oppartUDity to 

dlaeusa with YOU in greater detail bow to synthesi&e 
tbcae flr"1S of our respectiY'e aft7+-",," ft;J llae8rit\e 

Wbez-e lie are in &gt:eeGellt ilDel where "f8 can but Id 

towards a conatructive public posl~ion. 

t . J ~ 

(.IL Di.isioD 

Z Sept:e.ber 1"7 
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• A. Jt!TftVJEtI 101 THt S£,.T£IIJfl lSSUl Of 1.1$» ..... E.2(. JlAGA.lH.£ 
•• ~U~~l', lalS. palRE "IMIS1E., $Al' .UQTl Vl fl_b tME "'t8.1.( 
.1 .. :1.'11 TOTAllY At[(PTA.Lt .. WE UN.EasTA ... fUll'- 1"£ AtUIlTtES 
, 1.'S.,' ....... EtICA .. S A.our .1SCIIIUIIATIIUf 111 EIIPlOr,.f.,..r H/IIIORTHEIlN 

aEt ••• A.O WE ARE ALSO .E£Pt.' to_Cit_E. ABout It. ~£ ARE _OIM_ 
I~T VI (AI 1"aOU6M AM~Lo-l.lSM a£lATIOM$ to tR¥ TO IftPROVE TH! 
11U'11ftW UMQU~t£. 

, •• tutUUE TO la $U&&II110. llUl TM.£ IaISM DIP\.OMAT1t COQPi MUtE 
AS WO ••. ,,,, &GAUtsl R"t •• lDt SUPPOIIEItS. .. "R "AUGllt Y R£fJLIE t> QUO' E 

, eo.-, k.OV "MAt HA,.£lfEa llW Tiff: PAST ".,r (E,.r~l.tt fHE. 
J""NU ~ lC 'O.~, .. AYE ao AUTMOallY ot .llff 10 Halt'HIRE U' 

'.' ~"y lMlS 'OVl._"EMT 'IRO$ "OTWIM~ vtOK' WI1M 'AE "At811~£ 
RlfHlPlfS VtiGVOT£ .. Iff f £R ltlN$ 10 JOHN lWfH ' $ fO SITH'N t-i f J,l HH ON. 
o at' ~UD TE Wf LL, 11'$ BA. fNOUiH rHAT JIJSH P£OPL ~ A.( 

·.'UlNa ANO Fl'"11.' A1 MORf. Vi $~GUL' 1.' to P.t~ ~~T AS U_ll£O 
'10"1 AS fJOSSI8t.1 A8aOAO. TttE $&lP MAS blff£l.ltel t)OlS. IIMAT 

••• wu.e VOUl. 8£ (ONce.N£' •• OUT VOUlO 8f THAT 'D~E 0' 1Hl 
" O~~f JU"O.TlM' 'Ht .ACatJ.f PRl.ClPL1S al'Hl SE' , 10 IM.1811 
."IJtRlMT 1- .oatM~ •• 1.E~A.~# ~~, ME uou~. et VEt ' ANXIOUS 10 
AV' AS _UCII '''111'.'' lMVlS1At,n AS POSSI8LE 'NEal .. If It SURE t"~r 
.a. er .1$ CHCE •• V_"Tf. 

' . C,'ILS .F TKI FU~L .MTIRVllV MIll FOLLOW ay .~,. 01.£1 SU8J£tTS 
_alE. vtl£ ,., CU,IE.' .ISH f.£V£l ., Il, •• 1"".ArSON TO Jllf 

I ••• ri' ".OP.Sf.. ICE .. fDl-tO ... fLf..' l Ell $,1..1I1MII Iltll AQ' $ 
caNJR1( '.OIL£~ a •• Itl .1,.11.' l"A~£ 1- t.E U , PIESS .5 A 
MI •• ,",ILl .ATI .... till .M5lo-IIISM A~.l£"£.T. o. thE I.A1T£I, 

' .... .,lE' "1' ft, J.l", •• EI aVOTf T. USE rifE ."GlO-I1f1SH A&lEfftEIfT 
••• 1\' e"T"l.~ v. CA. Te U"'OVI 1H£ ,..Slllb ., Tit'S£ l.l'flt'S 
•• 'ITIt ••• '11La •• , 'AITICULA.L' Tllf 'OSltlOl& Of tltE IAtlOllAl.lST 
"'''''MI··'1 1"1 , ... IAI.All tMOS£ flU.'S ... lelt ,.lACf Tltf .. AT A 
..I'A~WA"TA51 J •• AI .llttnu MAT 10. J. l.lO'ltUn, .,,1> 78111 
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