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SECR'P..rARY OF STATE1S MEm'ING WITH DEPU'l'A'l'ION FROM DERBY CITY COUNCIl. 

MAGRE UNIVERSI'rY COLLEGE 

J. • INTRODUCTION 

Arrangements have been made for the Secretary of State to meet a deputati on 

from Derry City Council and it is possible that higher edllC':l.tion provision in 

the City may be raised. In particular, the City 'Colmcil has pressed the DOE 

for the creation of an a.cademic (university)precinct in t.he area of Hagee . 

The Secretary of Sta.te may wish to mention the los~; of t.hree lives a.t Magee 

campus in r1arch. 

LINE 1.'0 'fAKE: GmmRI\I. 

'!'he Secretary of State may wish to mention tha.t the s pecial needs of the 

north-'-'8st of the Prov1.nce have been acknowledged by Government and Cl 

substa.ntial programme of ca.pital development, in step with an amb). tious 

a.cademic plan prepared by the Uni.vt::t'si ty, has been agreed and is in progress. 

'l'ri.bute could be paid to the role playe(l by l.o(w.l industrialists and 

businessmen who ·"ere ~ctllall:r involved in the Derr3' Civic COlllmittee, which met 

under the chairmanship of Mr r·tichl.'t.el c.":tnIJ.v<:1.n, to press the claims of tlle Magee 

c:ampus in thE'! pp.r:lod leadi:l{'; up to the establishmlmt of tIle 

University of Ulster. 

LINE TO TAKE: ACADmrC PRECINCT 

\.,rh l .1.f! 12.nd adjat~p.nt 1;0 I;he ~fagee campus could offer scope for further 

development there is no evj.dence to 15t.lggest that. the needs of the University 

c<:!.nnQt be met by the current development I at least un t il t:he m i cl 1990 s . 

LDm TO TAKE: .RECENT DEATHS AT MAGEE CAlofPUS 

'!'he Se-:cretary of State may wish to BY-press hi.s regret at the loss of three 

1i ve5 at t-1agee campus in t-l::i.l'ch. The Government, has pledged that it. will do 

everyt.hing in it,G powe.!' to rid Northern Ireland of terrorismj in seeking to 

achieve this ~oal it relier, on the continued support of all. sections of the 

communi ty. 'Ithe Government's pol_icy' of extendirlg opporturli ties in hi gher 
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• education to the wh<'lle cO/lllllunI t,y of Northern Ireland is a commitment whicil 

will not be s~myed by acts of mindless violence. 

GENERAL BACKGROUND 

1. There has been provision for higher education in Londonderry in one form 

or anothet'7 since t.he est;ablishrnent ot: Magee University College in 1865. From 

1971 until the merger of NUU and the Ulster Polytechnic i.n 1981~, f.1agee 

opera.ted as an out-centre to NUU offering lIIainly foundation studies for mature 

students seeking uni "ersi ty entrance and !J. ra.nge of part-time professional 

cour~;es. It i!.~ now one of the four campuses of th8 University of Ulster and 

na!; become a :>ignificant elernent w).thin th~ net.; institution. 

DEVELOPME:NT PLAN 

2. A Development PIR.l1 for the ~4agee campus has been drawn up by t~he 

Un :1. versi.ty of Ulster'. The full implementation of this ""<)IJld provide for 

~ppro:ximately 750 additional ple-.ceG b:ringjng the total capacity to l,OOO. This 

development is being supported by Government and an additional £6.5m has been 

made available "to the University for the entire buDding programme which is 

expected to take about five ye::\l':;> to ~ornplete. In March 198'7 the Uni versi ty 

announced. the a\.:al'd of contracts for t!l€ first pease of the building programme 

cos t i ng sOlne £3. 3m and work hSl.s nO"1 fit;·' r.i~!·~d . 

The ne'l-t bun(H-flg will pl'()vide f'aci l Hi'3s for technology) art and design, 

~ompl.lter studies and informai;.i(ln t,echnol.o€'y) as .lel_ as library fncili ties. 

S'!'UDENT NUMBERS 

3. Numbers at Magee have trebled ~i.nce 1984; and there are now approximately 

,00 full- time equi V~ lent places (F"l'E) (including 75 from outsi.de NI). 

ACADEMIC PRECINGT 

11. There has been some discussion on the designa.tion of an aca.demic precinct 

in the area of Magee. Thil'> is a matter for JOE and any such propo~;al "lQuld 

have to be hrought forwar.d at; an c\l:J~mdl!len t to the present area plan with 

prov'ision for the usual puhl ir. J'epr€s€n ta tion and.} if' necessary 1 public 

enqu1.r-y . 'l'he p:resent area plan is e:ff'ecti ve until .~996 nnd t he scope of 

corw IDENTT J\L 
2 



CONFIDENTIAL 

,-.... 

"evelOpmCn t.s now being pJ.al.ne c1 at Magee is considered adequate to meet the 

anticipated st.ud.ent dema.nd unti.l that date . 

The purchase of Aberfoyle House and i'I. small arer-l. of the p.state to provlde 

acceR5 was considered by the University as a possible option for the 

deyelopment of the Magee Ct.-l.rnpus. DENI i ndicated its willingness to consider 

any proposals made hy the University ' .... ith regard to the development of' Magee 

but requi.red assurance t.hat it ',,'as not possible or cost-effective for the 

!Jniversity to build on existing property before conSidering any fresh 

acquisi tion. 'l'he Uni vel'si ty' s ~referEnce '".as fo:r their present development 

plan which provides purpose-bui11i accommodation on en integral site rather 

t.han acquirinr; a. listed bui ldinf, ..... 'hi ch would not. be u6able 'Without extensive 

adaptation. 
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