
C Q 6 F I P E 6 T I A L 

R./90 

FROM: R WILSON 
DATE : 22 FEBRUARY 1990 cc Mc Hughes 

HR HAMILTON 

XTRA-VISION 

1. YOU minuted me 1i!1st month i!lbou t the wisdom, 1n the ligh t of 

recent r umou rs about t h is Company, of encouri!lging it to become a 

recog nised Training Agency under YTP/JTP. 

2. I can confirm that you should disregard the rumour and treat the 

Company for this pu rpose as you would any other. 

R WI LSON 

CENTRAL SECRETARIAT 

1896 
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. / 15/90 

FROM: R WILSON 
AS CENT SEC 

DATE: 11 JANUARY 1990 

MR J ACKSON 
LIAISON 

XTRA- VISI ON 

CON F I pEN I I A L 

1. The a t tached note from Mr Hamil t on asks if there is any security 

reason why he should not encourage the development of a working 

re l atio nship between Government and Xtr a-vision , and explains 

why he is unea sy. 

2 . Are there any difficulties o f which you are aware would preclude 

Gove r nment encou r agement and s uppor t fot xtra-Vi sion as a 

recognised tr aining agency under the YTP/JIP Schemes . 

3. I would be grateful for you r adv ice . 

• 

R WILSON 

CENTRAL SECRETARIAT 

1632 

• 
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CO N F I pE NTIAI. 

~14/90 
FROM: N HAMILTON 
DATE: 9 JANUARY 1990 

MR WILSOH 

XTRA- VISION 

1. In my desire to secur e greate r invo lv ement from the p riva te 

sector, I have been ~n consultat i on with s evera l Adve rtisi ng 

, od Publ i c Relations Agencies, t hrough personal Agencies 
contacts . As a resul t of those cont ac t s, I now have an offer 

f rom xtra-Vi sion for t he Company to become di rectly invo lved i n 

some youth tr ai n ing scheme s lInd DED have s uggested t o me that 

t he next stage should be a formal meeting involvi ng the Company, 

OED and myself to come to some views as to how the Company could 
become a recognised tr ain ing age ncy under YTP/JTP . 

2. All of this happeo€d before t he r ecent bomb explosions at 

XtIa-Vision shops in po -r tadown, Ormeau Road and CregClgh . This. 

together with rumours il-bout 'h" CompClny's non-involvement with 

'he secu ri ty forces ,od 'h. Company's policy of buying "' exist ing video ou t lets, causes m" to s t op '"' take s t ock of 
where W" 00 from here. 1 enclose f o< your inf ormation , copy of 

the recent letter which the Company's PR Consultant ha$ now sent 

Mr Needham. together with copies of the application forms which 

it uass . I am told that it is the reference to Employers on 

fo rm A wh ich has c aused difficult ie s with the secur i ty forces 

a lthough the Company has now changed i t s procedures and i s usi ng 

form B. 

3. I would be most grateful for your advice as to whether there are 

any rea sons why I should not proceed to formalise re l at i onsh ips 

bet'.-.Teen t he Company a nd DED . Clear ly I do not want to in it iate 

further action which might. at the end of the day, cause us 

difficultie s should the re by any reasons why we should not take 

C Q N F I pE N T I A L 

PRONI CENT/1/19/S 
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C Q N F I PEN T I A L 

...... , Up their offer of help. 

4. I am sure that f rom recent publicity, your normal source of 

advice on such matters will be aware of the background to this 
Company . 

NIGEL 

CENTRAL SECRETARIAT 

1617 

• 
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2 Jal'.U3CY 1990 

Richard Needham IQ 
Minister for the Economy 
Storrront 
B:::LFAST 
BN JS;~ 

r am wdting to drall your personal attention to the difficulties 1.Ihic:h are 
besetting our client Xtra-vision Video Films (~~) Ltd. Xtra-vision plc is a 
CO!npaI1}' p.1blicly quoted on the USM in !)Jblin and Lorldon. The Co:npany is 
capitalised at E62rn and o;ms video chains in the Republic of Ireland, USA and 
England (<,anchester and London) as 1o'l1!1l as in Nort~.ern Ire!a..")d. 

You. may already be a'''are t hat since the COnpany opened up its NOrtMtn Ireland 
subsidiMY in July 1989, it has been bedevilled by vicious rtlIiJlurrongering 
which alleges, inter alia, t hat : ' they are a front for the IPA; that they are 
r eceiving ~_oney fron Noraid, tha t C J Haughey is on the Board. 

NormallY a corr,paqy can survive unfounded, maliciouS a~A utterly ludicrous 
rWllOUrs b.it in the case of Xtra-vision t he motivation wc the [ llrnQU rs seems to 
be the preservation of the racketeering ar ran~err~nts of the paramillta=ies and 
t hei r fringe criminal associates. The rapid grOl.th of Xtra-vision has upset 
t hese people and. prompted a hostile backl ash of rumou" intimidation and bomb 
attackll designed to frighten t he COmpany out of NOrthern Itelar.d. A copy of 
our state~nt ot 19 Dece:Wer 1989 taking a public stand is enclosed. 

One ~tegory of rumour w~ich is giving particular difficulty to oounte, is 
that members of the securi ty forces are banned from Xtra-vision premises . AS 
far all I can establish thh is untrlle and denied by the RUC but the rumoors 
persist r,sardir~ an Official army and UDR ban on pe,sonnel using their 
stores. I have had discussions with the rue on the rumours ancl the source of 
the a ttacks. 

PRONI CENTI1/19/5 

rS1 Hi,h 5'rt~' . 
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2 J~lJJlIty 1990 

Richard Needha:n 19 

r would be 9ra~eful if you '~ld (aise this matter with tl:e security forces to S~ if such a CcL1 exists either officially or Unofficially and to refute it so that a. degree of CQ/l'.'llOflSense could I:e restored . 

After six months Xtra-viSion's investment in Northern Ireland stands at OVer 
65 shops emplOYing ab:lut 300 people . The 'Company plans to haYe 100 shops by 
Easter e~loYing 400 people. As ~~nister fOr the Economy you will apPreciate 
tha.t this is SUbstantial i n.;ard investment i n the Northern Ireland leisure 
market wh ich COOpares weU wHh other inwa~d investment inithtiYes and all 
;"ithout Government financial assistance , I-ihere yoU O)uld help, ho,;elle(, is by 
Using YOUr good offici! With the bUsiness C~~nity and the seCUrity forces to 
!ml.bIe 11 leg"itiJT\l!;te, PUblicly quoted, international corr~~ny to beat the video racketeers and restore its good ni!lr.e, 

For OO r pan, as their PR o:msultancy, \" e \" ill be seeking to aSSOCiate the 
corrpdny Io'itl:l the nur..erous sPOl'lSOrship Clpp:lrtuniUi?s that eXist dUring this 
YWr and 1991 so that people in 'ie.~eral Will r <'COgnise their COr.rnit;l:ent to the local. CCWrIlnUy, . 

r---. ~ 
A ~<..A... 
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