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2. (\ \SC / 1 

1 . \1e sMl be meeting ear ly in November to discuss Royal Vis!!::s 

to Northe rn Ireland . 'rh!!! note sets out our general policy in t his 

f ie ld and lis ts those noy~l Visit s t hat are currentl y planned . . . 

2 . :Members of the Royal family do not ilcCep t i nvi tat ions t o visit 

Nor t hern Ireland unless they have consu lted the Secretary of Sta t e 

and satisf ied themselves that he is content from the point of view 

of securitYr politic,,"l sensitivi ty and timing. In practice we have 

a close relat ionship wit h the Royal Private Secretaries and p r oposed 

v is~ts a re co-o r dinated at an early stage, whether the i nitLative 

come s I.from. t he ROyal llousehold, 

bodies' in Nor t.hern Ireland. 

t. he NIO , t. he Atmed Forces o r civilian 

3 . Roya l Visi t. s f a l l into two main cat egor ies ! "civi l " vi sits and 

"mil i t a" y " , v isi t s . "Civil " v isits i nvolvtl the ROYill Vi.si tor i n the 

same sOrt of funct ions as arc performed in the remainder o f the 

United ~ingdom ; garden parties a t Hillsborough Castle; op",ning new 

IIc1;lools, hospital wLngs, [<!Ictories, etc; ViSiting factories, co lle ges 

~nd the like. They differ fro~ similar occ<!lsions in Great Bri tain 

in th~t, because of security considera tions , there is rarely a 

prior announcement o( the Royal Visit and usually t he Sec reta ry o f . . . 
State o r his wife is sai.d to be the VIP due to carry out the 

engagement. 

is to ref.use 

T llis is often a t ransparent decept ion , but t he policy 

to comment on speculation tha t the VI P is in fee t to 

be a member at the Royal family . Se l ected members of the media 

aro given a pr i v ileged , confidential briefing a few days befo~e 
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the event SO that good media coverage is provided despite the 

genclCal sccrecy. There is i) part icu lar problem about the Ci ty Hall, 

Belfast, where ~any civic functions are traditionally held. This 

could only be made accessible to a Royal Visitor at the cost of a 

vast security operation and we have. therefore, been obliged on a 

number of occasions to advise a gai nst acceptance of lIn i nvitation 

to f~nc tions there. You are required to receive Royal Visitors 

and ( here may be functions, such as a dinner at Hillsborough, which 

·"ill involve both you and Mrs Hurd . 

4. "Military " visits inVOlve uni t s of the Armed Forces, though 

these may sometimes be mi xed with other functions. Members of the 

Royal Pamily are very keen ~o ViSIt those units of the Armed Forces 

serv i ng in Northern Ire l and of which they are Coloncl-in - Chicf or 

with which they have sOme special link . Every Commanding Officer 

wants a Royal Visit to his unit while it is serving in Northorn 

Ireland. ·The policy is that all bids for Royal Visits should be 

addre ssed in tbe first ins t ance to the GOC who see ks apo:>roval f rom 

the Secretary of State for those which he wiShes to go ahead . 

OCcasionally in the past strings have been pulled and short cuts 

taken ; but generally wc now have things under control between HO 
Northern Ireland , the Royal PriVate Sec retarie s and the NIO. Ther e 

are special sensi t ivities concerning "military" visits; some barraCks 

and some units are anathema to many nationo!llists and a Royal Visit. 

to one of them can risk involving the Royal Family 1n political 

contro ver sy . (Early this year a visit. by the Duke of EdinbUrgh to 

the Grenadier GUilraS at Drurnrnadd B~rr",cks, which also houses a 

UDR battalion several members of which were charged with murdering 

Catholics. cau"ec ,,",uch criticism from nationalists and Dublin). 

I-.'c mon i tor proposal s for visits very can:Jfully to avoid controversy 

if possible. "Mi lit.ary" visits are usually secret and private with 

little or no pUblicity. There is usually no need for you to be 

involved. 

S. Too many Royal Visits can cause unease in t he nationalist 

side of the COII'.munity because of the boost they give to unionist 
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morale and the opportunity they provide f or demonstrating allegience 
t o the .ero"'n. 

forces . 
They also place a con s iderable burden on the security 

• ~s a rule of thumb Io'e ailZ1 to arrange one major Royal Visit 

(spread over at least two days and usually ConSisting of "civil" 

and "military" engagements, ""ith the Royal Visi1:or staying overnight 

in the Rqyal Apartments at Hill s boroug h Castle) in the spring or 

early summex an9 another in the early autumn . In addition we 

normally approve thl:ee or f our privll te "military" visits in a year 
and perhaps onc onc-day "civil " vis i t . 

6 . 

7 . The" machinery for arrilnging and co - ordinating Royal Visits 

on your' behalf ill directly Controlled by the Permanent tinder 

Sec rct lI..ry , advised by the HClld of the No r t he r n Ireland Civil 

S"rvicc. Mr Btackwc ll handles t he <le t ll il ,. a t t he London end ilnd 

Miss OWCIHI in Belfilst . The numbers invo l ved lire very small t o limi t 

th e "n eed t o know" circle and a ll ma te rial i s ha n dl ed on 11 SECRET 
and PERSONAL basis . 
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8. . The Royal Pamily normally arrange their programmes six months 

ahead and there are progra~~e planning meetings in Decemberl 

January ilnd in 11ay!June . They rarely undertake engagements in 

July and August. 

9. Present plans for Royal Visits arC as follows , 

• 

23 January 1985 

June 1985 
(i:late not yet 
agreed) 

,\utumn 1985 

October 1984 
, , 

HRH Duche ss of Kent names a ship at 

H .. rland & \-/olf£; visits RUC and meets 

members o f 4/7th Dragoon Guards . 

(NB There may be a request for the 

Duchess to arrlve lat e pm 22 January 

a nd stay over n i ght at Hil1sborough 

Castle whiCh wou ld prov ide an opportunity 

for you and Mr s lluJ:o to host 11 small private 

din ner purty in her honour ) . 

Prince Michael of Ken t (possibly with 

Princes s Micnael) is proviSionally committed 

to visiting SSAFA (~I) in connection 

wi th their centenary. It is proposed that 

they atte nd a Hillsborough Castle Garden 

Party . 

The Duke of Edinborgh may visir Northern 

Treland in connection with the 125th 

Anniversary of the Army Cadet Force and the 

International Year of Youth. 

~ 
R J ANDREW 
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