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Tile Sec r et.ul'Y or Sta t e sait! t hat. the period 01" IlOst-COllvent j on c onsu l taLions 

1'1(16 now comi ng to a n end . Contr M'y to some prells r eport s he had fO Ul"] them 

u ser ul. The Government WIIS now IIloving towards dec isions. Ilc poi n tcd out 

t hat t hc Commons Debate on 1 2 Januar y would come berore U rour- d"y devolu­

t io n deba('c; d evolu t io n was l ikely t o he a major POI'liament llry preoccupat.ion 

for t he next 18 mont.h s t o 2 years. Unfortunatel y t.he NI DebnLe woul d be 

ta k ing place "SainsL a backgr ound or widespread anLl - I ri sh feel i ng in GG . 

The Secretar y of Stat.e disassociated him~elr enti r ely r r om Lhe Chri s W.:!JJ::er 

articl~ in The Times of I' Decen:ber ; he re j ected the delegati o n' s s u ggesLioJl , 

ho \\' e vp.r, t h !:l t. he s hOUld issue a discl r. l.me r - mi !'l repr esc ntut i on was 

unfortunately t oo coulIDOnplace t.o jusLi f y a "ollcy o f iS5ui ng corr ect.ing 

s tatemen ts. 

On t he su.\J j e e t. or the Press Release which hu d fo l lowed t he UUUC ' s last 

secu l'ity meet.i ng wi th him, t he Secr etary of St.ate said t.hat it had 11<)t lJ~el1 

hi s i nt.en U on to lJ ('and tile UUUC (IS " al' lncha i l· c l' i t.ics " or the Secur ity I'Ol"CCS . 

'f Ile Secretol'y of S t ate said t hat he VI'fIS satisri e d wi t. h t he ex plo r atory t!llks 

which he and of f i cia l s hac! had with Lhc W UC on s uc h topi cS U5 r inance 'mu 
poliCing; lie di d \lot necessarily agr ee wit.h the po ints or view [lut forwar(\ 

lJy t he conJit i on, hut he now ha d a c leur und<;rstandiJlg o f tlleln a nd lvolll<1 be 

g.lving the Go vernment ' s vj ews on 12 JanU(lry . He wi sl,p.d a t. LtlC p re se n L "'eet.­

ing to deaJ. with the wider issllc of t.hc Convention Report's overall 

objec t ives, 
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opened wl\.h a general UUUC policy statement. lie !;uid t.hat the 
editorial al'ticle in Lhut day's nelfast t\ews Lette r summe d up a gl'(:at deni 
of their viCws. They " lino goue int.o tlll; Conv()ntion on the uasis that 1l\IG was 
tu r nIng to the people of r-.1: 1..0 find solutiol15. They had carried out t.hell" 
t.ask, as laid down j 11 t.j,e 197/0 Act. <mu I)au st r' i ven hard to come up l'Ii th 
comprehensIve proposals; t.hey would be extremely unhappy if t.his wOI'k were 
to be set (l!;lide. The UUUC flad tried to bring minority pnrtics i nto a 
dialogue about future arra ngements , but no l ess than f our major 
opportunities had been los t: 

1 ; A,fter t h e illter-[mrty talks had LlI'okell down the SDl.P had finally 
refused to reSll1ne talking . 

2. UUUC men.bers on t.he nusiness Cotlltnittee had t.ried to [I(Tangc an 
advance request for an extensj,on o f time for the Convent ion, hut 
t he other part,ies' representatives h!ld thrown out. the !j\lggestion. 

J. Minority liar ties boyeott..ed debate on the UUUC Report, even t..hough 
it.. W(IS clearly t..he most coh e ren t !lna COlnprehensj ve dOCulnent on 
offcr (1luite apar"t from the Coalition's voting strength) . 

4. l. ikewise, t.he lI1illOl'ity p,wties boycotted <Jcb"te 011 t.he D,'aft 
COllstitutional Ilill, which had been drawn up to l et Membe r s at 
Westminster sec how the UUUC PI'o posals might be givcn effect. 

Mr West s!lid t here was now a Clamour fl'om o tilCr parties ror thc Convcntion 
to be I'ecalled. flut for whllt purpose? !lad not tile minority parties wast.Cd 
t.heir opportunit.ies for di3logue in t..he Convention las t year? The lIUUC hod 
pass ed an unanimous Resolution stating that they saw no point in Lhe 
Convention ' s being recaJled, if t he int,er.tion was to ask the Coalition to 
discuss eithel' powcr- shal'ing with Republicans or £111 insLitutiona l iscd "Irish 
Dimension" : these prO[losals had been f inniy r ejected and they wer(: no 
longer open t.o discussion . Only on the detail s 01" a se ttlcment a$ ouUjllcd 
j n the Convention RepOrt would !I r ecall ser ve a usefUl purpose . 

MI' West.. claimed that the 1i1l of t..hc g r cnt mtljorit.y of the peopl e of NI was 
clear and had been rcgiS\l~rcd at. successive elect ions . In "0 woy could t he 
SOLP'S Claims to seats in Goverllment, he justified with a share of the vot..e 
whiCh had been consist..cntly undc,' 25%. The memories which t.hc l.oyalist 
popuitltion Iwd or t he dCSLructive t.acties of Lhe lending members of the 
SDl.P were still too v.1vi , ' for the electorate at iarge to LOl crate Lhe 
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of suc h men in governmcr,t, The SeCI'ct •. wy of State roi.!;ht imngillc 

that he coulr.l get acceptance of power-sharing by means of II r eferendum, bu t 
e ven a ssumi ng his s u ccess on t hat score, Lile Inevitub.le subsequent elections 

would certainly over't.hrow the system agai n. 

/Ilr flaira s aid tlmt there might well be u Loyalist boycott of a l'c fcrelldum. 

Il l' Pai s ley reviewed the options Y,11ic h he saw as being open to the Secl'(!cury 

of State if lie did not accept the Convent io" Report: 

1. Reactivate l.lIc 1973 Act and risk "sacn:bly elections .. 

2 . 1101d (, referendum whiCh would put certa in qucs tions to the people . 

Ollt he agr e cu wi th h is coll eagues t hat once the issues CfUne to un elec tion, 

t he UUUC appeal to Lhe gr'Qssroots lVould be as str ong as ever. Purl of the 

strength of their appeal IVf\S tha t people cou Ld see that while t!ley. the 

UUllC. wcre willing t o accel't a mlnor.ity, Oppositio n I'ole shOUld they not at 

SOlAe rutu re d ate cOII.nand un ovel'all m<Jjority at the poll s , their oppoll en ts 

we r'e dCl lla ndillg positions in government for having been voted jnto a minority 

Situation . 

1)1' Paisley said it would be unfair not t o spell out to t he Sec r'eLary ~f 

S ta te tila t if the Convention Rcpor't wcre tn be re jected by m.lG such a 

l'ejectJ on would l ead inevit!lbly lo a closh with the Ulster people . 

The Sec r e tary of State poi nted Out that i n eal'l.iel' deb a tes in t he Housc 

Dr Pai sley h ad a c knowledged that at t he e nd of the c.lay U'IG an.d Pal'liaOlent 

must d eC ide. 

The Secrctar'y of St.;)Le wer.t on 1.0 say t.ha t he had been cons ideri ng die 

ge ner;II histol' i cai t r end Or even~s o vc.r the period 1920-1972 (!f,U he aSked 

the dclegation for t l1Cir views as to why ~ he minority community atl a w!lole 

llad never supported t he Storlnont s ystem. 

Mr Empey d r ew 11 di stinction be twee n unenthusiastic acceptance and dOWIII'ig ht 

rejectJ.on - Ltrere h ad been a laqle mea Su re o f' accepta nce by the Cathol i.c 

COlmlunity. oLherwis c t he sys tem could not have oper;rted. Rev Smytll sflid 

t hat Lhc lack: of fu l l ilcccr.tance of the State or fl:orthcrn Ireland by t.!le 

mi nority k id it s roo ts in tllo:.: all -I r clrmd mytho logy peddled by the Dublin 

Government and s!)oradi caU.y thl'u s t int o t h e limel ight by the activi ties of 

IRA gur\mcn. 
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A S(!c r etury of State aSked t.he de.lcgntion what. mtldc them thi!)k: Lhot 

millority cOlllmuniLy would now tlcccpt 11 l 'etUI'Il to the Stormont sct -up. 

the 

The UUUC delegation rejected L1le assU!hl'tion that the IlropoSllls in their 

Report amounted to a !·ct.urn t.o tile Dl' C- l !l72 situation; they had put 

forward radlcally new proposals for the involvement of the minority. They 

firmly believed that the SDLP and the Cat hol ic COI\YI,uniLy generally would 

a ccept these PI'op06a15 once it Wftll mllde Clear that nothi ng furt her W(lS on 

offer. Or Paisley claillled that in inter-party discussions the SDl.P 11Ud 

said that wh at lhcy basical l y sought wos a gurll'antee of fairness in 

governme nt - t.hls t hey would receive under Lhe 1J1Jt.:C pro posols. Mr Uai['d 

said that. the SDLP could not public ly IIg['ee to accept. t.he UUUC P'"oposals at. 

tll i s stage since the B['itish GOvel'lllnctlt had lleen seen, a s cOI'ly (IS July 1 "', 

t o !l e h inLing il t t heir insi s t.encc on powel' -sllari ng 1 11 Cabi net. Mr West said 

t hnt opcn support f r om t.he Cat.holic COItJIlunity for the truUC Ilroposals could 

onl y he expected when the pr eSClIt wave of t errorism l)Dd passed . 

The Secretory of Stat.e said that the l'undoll1cntal issue in a politicnl 

settlemc n t was !Iow to ove r c ome t ile deep division in tile c ommunIty. 

Mr" Dopey said that the co'nmuniLy position had deterio,"ated seriously in 

r ecen t ycurs , ltll'gely beCause t ile stabili ty Wllic l1 had heen grad ually 

e stabl i shed ove r" mo rc than 40 years h ad been upset - most. of all by HlIG's 

i nter,"c ntlons. Doo r s which hnd seemed to be closed for ever - eg I rish 

uni f i c ation - l1 ad s udde n ly be e n o pened flgain. This hud given t.ile IRA new 

hope - as llnd IIMG's re Jcct...i o n of the possibilit.y of total integr ation in 

' 972. Conversely t hese events had alarmed the Unionist po pulation amI mode 

the Catho l i cs \mSI1(>e a s to who wou l d evellLually w j 11 . He find oth er Incmb<.:l"s 

o r the del egntion reje cLeu the Seeret" r y of SLotc ' s contention thnt ovcr 

}he past 5 years tlle idea of I rish unity hod 110 !lcrIous s upport i n any 

qu urtcl' a nd they poi nt ed t o ~11' \'/llson' 51 15-ycul" pl an us tl, e spectre whIch 

hnunLed Loyalist thinking on tllls issue. The Loyalists had seen concessions 

t o the S DLP a nd other Re publ icall ele!lI(l 11ts on every hand dlSbandment of the 

' n ' Spec ials , dc~L ru c tio o f StorlJlont , i n t.l'oducU.OII of PR vot ing, etc - and 

i t was not surpriSing tll . t less rcsponsible elements s hould have deCided 

t hnt o nl y by violence e o ,l d concessions be won from II\1C. 

The Secr eta r y or State nslc.ed wl1et..hcr the UUUC 11ad considered the very real 

possibi l ity of SDLP's l osing tllcir s up/lort l.0 ext[' eme R<Wuh.l.ican elements jf' 
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did lIot inc l ude somethlng vcr-y Jike POlVer-Sharln~ _ on which 
tI,e SDLP hacl 11'011 thei r lIlondatC. 

The UUUC did not accept that SDLP would lose out mas sively in another 

el ection . The Inw abidillg elements of the Cat.holic comn:unity would accept 

their (the UUL;C's) proposals and open cO-opcI"ation would grow as people 

bccnme fr-cc from intimidation. What waS necde <l above all was for H\IG to say 

clearly to the SIlLP that tllCy hut! no Cll1H1CC of a pl ace in gove rnment <l t this 

stage because the majority cormr.unity WIlS agains t it; the SOLP should be 

nu visco to \\\)rk the new system ilS a constructive 01)P09i(;ion, LIlu s building 

up fJ new aiIllOSph(;I"C of trust which WaS n prerequisit e to thei r possi ble 

a cceptance as dCllcndnble partners at some future date. 

Ill' Paisley said that the [,oyalist community Simply would not tol el'at.e any 

fur ther concessions to Republicans - tile ''1ilder J\lcn on thc Protest:l[\t. side 

would lake ow:r (\ntl the drift would be towards Clvil W~l r . 

The Secret.ary of" Stat.e pojnted out thot on the r cvcr se Sid e of t.he coi n the 

SIlLP ...... ere saying tIle s ame t hing. Dr Pai.sley r'eplicd t llat. rJitimat.ciy Il:I!G Md 

t.o t.reat t.hc majority as majol'ity amI lhe minority as minority. 

In un as i de Mr flalrll said t.hat the SecrcLnl'Y 0:' Stnte - <l l lf] inllced the 

SOLI' - should not be l ed ast.ray by the Lcn;p t. atiou of Mr Crllig's "yoluriLar y 

c oal ition" - it. was a dangerous red he rring. 

El aborat.ing on thc background ren s ons for Loyallst f ears (and therefore mood 

of "110 compromise"), Rev Smyth po l nt.ed to Mr James Allan's (.ward in the ",cw 

YCIII"S Honours List - wiL l! its e ll1phasis 011 negot iations with su bvCL' s lv(: 

Republic an elements and to lh e report.s that AII' Mason hnd uuvocat.ed !l Quick 

~roop withdrawal from NI to be followed by the introduction of a tJni,terJ 

"'alions ' Pcacekeepjpg FOI'ce. lie blamed much of Lhe COll1nunity estrangement 

o n lhe segrcgat.ionalist polic ies of the Roman CnLholic Church , wh.l.ch t r ained 

it s young i n loyally lo a nothel' s tate. Despite thi s, good I'elations e xist.ed 

be t ween LIle two cOlllmunity group s in most ;.>t'cas and thcr'e waS a need to 

SLL]I[)ort. decent. citi ... cns against the gunmen . 

The Secl'cLary of Slale said t ha t the policy of leo-lG waS Clear : there woul d 

be no opting out of NI; the Pr'ovince eould not. be rOl'ced into the Iris h 
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majority. 
at the same time . bei ng part of the UI\ was a m",ttcr f-(}r tl~c UK 

M!- Empey 9n1 d t ],;·, t tile traditional a pi!'jt or fui!' play had led Westminster 
to seck ways of avoiding coming down in favour of onc side or Lhe othe r'; 
but i t W(lR U fac t of l ife that. they WCr'C dealing with two lrreconcil::.,blcs 
no middle course Wl1 5 possible and the majority woulu have to be backed , 
w! !.h sa fc gu ards for' the mino rity . 

Mr !'laird s ail! that t he Secretary of Sta t e had spokclI ill t erms of the 
devo lution time spml being clg11tecn mOl1ths; there W3S a great er u r gcllCY abuut 
the matLer in NI . Withuu t ful ly explainj,ng hi!> thillking he said t hat the 
SDLP's r ejection of tile Incident Centres had inuicated to him thilt mjnority 
support could not, i n tbe long t.crm, go t o any othe l' porty t.l\on Lhe SDLP. 

Copt(lin Ar nlstl'ong said that rwe 1969 the Cotllol i c pOjlulntion ' s a ccept ance 
of StOl'mont and the State of NI was bee Olllinz l ess and less rc l uctont but. 
wl1ell ~I'ou/ld lI,at Lime it had appe,Jl'eo that lL'tlG wa s withOl'nwing sup port fol' 
Stormont (I whole ncw and dangerous game had opened up. 

"'I' Empey Said tha t the SDJ.P probl em waS: hav-ing once been sergellllts 110W 
could thcy ,lccopL tllC I' onk. ol" CQl'pOl'ul - t hey wou ld ke cp up their demll.nds 
until they saw that they were nOL goiug to win. 

hlr West said t ha t NI had been making !luch progress on all fronts in t.he 
1960s UUlt ItejJuhlic<IIls could flee the a LLt'fic tions of their cause vanishing 
for e ver hence the campaign of violence , (lis r uptioll and (lisscntion which 
they had mounte d . Tile damage done hu(l b ee n !.ccent.uated l.>y UK mi smanagement 
o f the s itua t i on. The UUUC now sought lL\lG ' s support f at' getting NI back on 
cour s e wit h a new SI..!lrt . Without the UWC no-onc could improve lobe 
situatioJ!, Thc people of ~l shOUld have t he opportunity , t hrough e lections , 
or endorsing or oLherwise llle uuve proposai!; , 

At the close of the mcctJ 'I; IiIr West said t h a t I'egil rdless of whll t t he 
Secl'e(..nry of State might 'fly on 1 2 Janua ry , tllC UUUC would wa nt to Lalk to 
him og:ain abou L security', as t. lley were i nc r "asi ng:ly COllce rn r. d "bou!.. many 
nspccts of Lhc present si tuation. Till'ee specific iLcltt!; were mentioned: 

1. T!lC rol.>bel'y £iIld subse quent shoo tj ng in Ilungannon on Saturday night 
(3 January), Mr !Vest had been jn t he s ho!} s hortiy be fore ri nd hnd 
heard the incldent. reported 0 11 policc radio, 
blacks o n hi s IV,,), home via- 1l:1l1y gaWl1'!:YJ E D 
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~ ne Ilad travelled er ISB-cross around llle Province at. t.he. weekend _ 

eg, eoIcl'uine - Strabane - Mid-Ulst.er - Fermrmngh - and had seen 110 

security patl'ols 011 veps . 

3. Mr Ilaird me ntioned Ulat. on the llight 01" the Tullyvallen k.tU ing!;!, J 
known RcpublicntJs had l eft their homes In Ncwtownhamiltorl . (fie 

would give vc tail" of (lallles :)nd addresses laler.) They had sjnce 

retul' ned home and thei l" housc(s) uppcared to be guarded by regular 

SF' [)atrals. Obvious inferences had been drawn by locul people. 

The meeting enlled lI'itllOUt rllly foemal discussion of .E9.!lclng af! SUCh and 

wi t.houl.. ;Jfly COllun.ltment on Secret-ary of State ' s part to see tile. UUUC again, 
as rcque scctl , on security matters. 

t~I'~ ''''''1 
R RMISAY 

6 January 1976 

Central Secretariat 
Stormon t Castle 
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