
= 

•• 

SECREU;U· 01' STATE: ........ . 

DlSOOLVIlii;; THE C01IVElmON 

Sir Frank Cooper ..,..,.. 
l-ir Jane:! 
Nr ~gland"" 
Ut' l.en.b,y ,/ 
l:lr iTevO!:lyan 
l".r 'Jatar!ield 

DUS' .3. I J~ b 8"" 
r~.I.o. 

In :rou.r 2inute at 1 I'1arch to the Pri;:}f! Y.inis;;er 70U toneR!!!; that 
if the Conven~lon appcQXOd to be act1~ irrc~onsib~. tben a 
Privy Council should be held at too esrliest ':l).?ortunity. so th.at 
an Order i.!!. council 11Iig.bt be mo.dll dis4ch'ing tbe COaYfIIl'tion 650 
soon BS possible. 

Provisi onal. arrangements havo nlraad;y been made for the I'rlv:y 
Cou.neil ;0 Cleet a.t 6 }O pm on TbUl'sda:r: f.,ac r.. c.ra.ft Order in Council ' 
luu; "Dnll 'Crepared. May wc take it please that in the ll,;bt of 
yes to!":iay'S debate in the Convention :TOU LiOW' ;.;ish to so ahe.d with 
1:bo i3:IIcQ.iate dissolution of the ConvEll,tion1 

:u 1'0\.1 do, tben We IIli.ll -

(i) firm up tbe arrango~Qnts for a meeting ot the fTivy 
Council on Ttmrooa;r even-iDe; 

' (11) submit to :rou tb.ie evOAilli; a d.rlLft Order in CoWlc.il tor 
your a~provalJ o~y nrter the text nas b~&n ~ppro~ed by 
you cru:t it be 3IlbJUJ.tted to the PriV]' Council. 

, . 

I t i s pro;oaed, Lt yo~ n~roe. that the O~er s~~ld dissolve the 
Ccol":vcntion 83 f'=m tbu beginning or Saturday ~:':;'reh 5th. 1t -..o:J.ld be 
possible in theory for the Convention to be c:.is(;Qlvcti 2/4 hours 
e ~rlie rt at tbe beg:innjn<:; o.f hidllS 5t~ N.U'ch, but if tM annoUllCCllIcpt 
at tte o issolution is not to he made until 1': a:1 on F'rida,y 5th 11a.rch, 
y ou co uld be criticiGod for ~n~ wh3t was in effect _ retronpe~ve 
announco~eot of tbe dis~olution. It s~e~s esse~tial to giv,. 
Convw::.t1 on members, and other3, SOCII! notice (t'c ..... evex- short) of 
dissolution , and a statl!Ll.Qnt on Fric!<q iollo ... ed by disoolution at 
the beSi npipg of SOturday loIou.ld aehio:lve tais. 11 you agroc. tho 
draft Order aub:llitted for youI;" a pproval this c' .. ening will thel"'OtoA 
provide for dissolution DD. .so.\:u.rd.~ 6 j"!e:-eh. 

l! you ng-::ee witb tbese proposals the tiaetable ;.(lull!. now bel 

\Ie-d.n~sdUj'" eveninG - a,:cov..e tile dr6t't Order iD CoWlcil , 
_IoW. Go "''''''r -C"_trt 

'l'b.urr.allJ, 630 p!ll( o.t llieb the Order in COUllCl..l ia made. ('l'ba 
Privy CoUIlcil Office have o.slted j1 you oould. "be one or the 
Privy COlla" eUors present at this :::teetiD,J.) 

t'rid~ m.ornin8: _ your let"ter to the Ch.2.i;'%<Ul, announcino the 
dis solution 01 the Col1V~ultioD, and s<ul.lii:tjf h.ia an aclvance 
copy of your atatement, is delivered. 
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11 am statelllent in tbe Rouse or OolOlZlOns 

- m.idni~·t; - Convention clissolved. 

~ we 60 ~roceed pl ease? 

• 

2-(---~ 
I H BURNS 
, riarC:' 1976 
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