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POLITICAL TALKS ON NORTHERN IRELAND: VIEWS OF JOHN HUME O I 1-
You will wish to see John Hume's assessment of the position at the end of the 
talks as recounted by Ruairi Quinn, Deputy Leader of the Irish Labour Party, to 
Jeremy Thorp. 

Particularly interesting is Hume's report of the Taoiseach's assessment of the 
views of the Prime Minister and Mr Brooke. 

I am copying this letter only to Nigel Broomfield. 

Nicholas Fenn 

cc: N H R A Broomfield Esq CMG, FCO 
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CONVERSATION WITH RUAIRI QUINN, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE LABOUR 
PARTY, ON 10JULY: NORTHERN IRELAND ASPECTS 

.. ._.:_r • •. '. ~'. 1 - . . 

1. When I ?ailed on Quinn to .~is<:;u~s .. intern.al politi~ . matters (rero~de(j ~,~P¥ately)he_,:(~~~, .... 
began by discussing his talk w1th John Hume.ln Dubhn on 4 July . . Hume had debriefed :-~:.;/: :'-· 
the Taolseach that morning on the ending-of talks between the parties~ on politicaL- ~ , ·: ·:3;-~~ .. 
developments, arid subsequently called on Quinn (as Dick Spring wiis 'Pn.a.Y.t:lilabla) and :~t~.::. 
on Rne Gael. Hume'~ ~ie,ws, as .. ~,~~~~b~?J~ -~~-9Y.Qui~n, may ~~ :9.tl9~~.re.~_t:,:_ : ,·- .. ;\fY-}::,~1< 

- · - , . · ·· · . · ·: ~ ; .r: ... -~: -~~~ -, ~-: ~.: ~~ . ::.:·:;-~. :~:~::~-:~ ~: >·. · · ,, :-.' . . · ·.:.~~~~·:r1~?.!~~!;~rr~~{.&~J~~ff: - ~~~ ·:,-~-~~~\~jj.~;~~?~~ : 
(a) According to Quinn, Hu!lle did not_ se~_m .. ~distraught".:~qb,:S -~n!J,!tiQ ~~f th!l". _(~!~J"i~lo:f[c~­

_talks, but he did not behave· that the process would end wit~tffie-~~~:i'S\1+f~t~~~'5;~~'::· '. s t f St t ' t t t 3 J r . .]:.-,,.> , ' "· ~' -n--.: .. v·-·,·;!; ,_, .,' .; ... ,, . ,.. •.oz.· · ' ;2'.--_,.,. 

(b) 

(c) 

e~.~~ ary o a _~-~ sa~r:ne~ . ?P... , I} ~.'!~' .. ··. _, . , -·· . ~ -. ~ /;;.~~;.;~$~- .. ~}:t;;~~f};j·~·~f: ·~~*': · 
· . :. ,. : ·(:; ..... ~· ~ · :·: :'~~:·-. ~; ·:--.{·: . -~ ~,; .~ .-~ ·_., ~ ... ·;' ' ... !··.·.;_:_:... :r._;:' ::.~:;~ · . - . ·. -~· .= . .: ~;;~f,~t~·~. · =~s~~~r-~~A0S=--;.~· ~·iat~: 

Hunie said that the ·poshions ()f ttie British and Irish Govemmehtg;were" -~ &.iL"';t·: 

·· .•. ~~~~~r"~i~:1:~~~~i1~~;J~~~~l~~~i~~~~~~~1tia~~lr~ ;~ 
. ana not that or: the ~nlomsts; · 1 he ~ur;>lnJ(~or,tdon "a~I§.~,;~P92F9J.n9_:.JPJiJHffi~<,~- .. ;·, 
but probably refl_ect1r19 Mr t-faughe_y's, Y!~.r'· yvas working x~ry;:.Y.t~.l_l.~~1;~~l~s;~;~~;:)/iaifi~~;.i. 

:.. . .-. :. . ·:· ... ·;-"- ·. · . · · .. ;· · ...... · .. · : .. ··· . .- _.-·· .. : -_ · .. ·: ·· .':- -. · . . · ···r~: ..=:. ·-:.-~ .'·\·"lf~· .. :~· .:·~· ... :_~ ··.· · . · .. · . · : . ~~· .. ,-~_ .. ' .; ;;::\~:~:~:};;:=~ ;~~~>:--;·:~ ·r ~~-~~:.:~~~;<:·~.:jJ~t~2t..'-'~~t;_: 

: ~~~~-~~~ ~~~~ ~7~~~~~pt~:~~ ~~~t&n~~~-~~~t.:~~~~~~fi~t~~~.~~!~ltWW~f~~?{'tf~:~· 
come as a shock to them. He believed that th1s would be of advantage to ~" -· .... 

· · · ·. t~~<-~Y~: -~nd 1:~t~n:~~~~~.{~~1.0;;,,i~~1~X}~~~~~:",:.l;.o· .. :-:: .,. • •. :·· : .',.:::<~;tf~~:~~~~!i~~~~~t~&~,J~h~i:i;i:~~-~/:/•._ 
(d) . MrHal!ghey had, l;Jnusually, pa1d tn~mte .. to, Dick Spnng f~r:~~~~J~nJar.k~)n_.~;~6'\--> 

the Da1l on 3 July. ·. According to. QUinn these had been Cl(~l:JI?t~~ to.lnsh ->/ ··.7~:: . 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

Embassies overseas (presumably as evidence of all-party $UPP<?rt for ~he · .· 

· .. ··· .· ~JJ~~:Yt~S~1~:~!~~~~~~f~h~u~~~?hat ~r a~~k:.f:~~f~S~N~~~ · · • .·•. • ... · .. · ··· 
Mr Major was not very strong, and that one reason whx h~ .Jla~ ~hown ~o :;:.',_ . 
much patience i.n the talks process w.as that they constit!J~€l~J11.~o~n . .. _ :::•~~{:<:::;: 
poli~i~r,''.ifelin~. -~ :_· ·. _ _ -~:,:•.;}~·::::~.; . ~:: ,~. · < _--:' : · · . -. . .: .. }{i~;f\p ·,>~ _ : .• · . ·: -.;~,iii~~~,~::·::}~ 
Hurrie believed· that the Unionists would hold out as long as po.ssibl€3. aga!nst {i_::;',;} 
sub~tantlve talks in the hope th~t a British el~ction wo~lp p~f t.h.:e~ ' ln a.);.;·-:;::;~i~i.~-~~:·-
posltion where they C?uld exer~.1se a great~r JnfluenceRX~~-!~.~~~~JI~_~;;?:~:r~;:.::;1~~~;r 
Government. . .. . · _ . · · · · · -:<:'<···~ -·~~:\~~. :/.;-:;; :.>. -~.:-~;',L~~[~~~;:t:: 
Hume had no great expectations arising from a Labour victory, because the .. -' ·· · .. ·· 
Labour Party could not dellve~ any agreement that might be reached. · 
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2. Quinn's own view was that the position of the British and Irish Governments were so- -
close that we were putting pressure on the Northern Ireland parties to sort out the . 
problem for themselves. The fac1 that there was also a mult1-party approach to the ... ,­
talks process both In the UK and thf! Republic also helped because it en~IJ.~,~a .. p~e· .. ·,::~ .: : . 
talks did not become an Internal political footbalL_. . . . . · _ ~-- -:'·~;'_:;\- .·:~\:::::· .:~;, _.::.) .. :.';h· '.::~'. 

· ~ ·. · · ·· ~- -· ·.· -~ ·. .. .:~~ ... -<~:;·A:~·i~F~': ·::: :~ : · ;_ ,~ ··.-:· . -.·-' ·'. ,:si~#~M!fti~4~~\t$~~t¥t#(~ · 
3. lri my own remarks I conf1ned myself to saying that the British approach \v_as .:·;;=;··:-\_:_.,:·; ,_, _:-: 
basically one of steady as she QOes, and that efforts to begin the talks process again ·_ · 
would be resumed after the holidays (Quinn indicated full assent). On the assessment 
of Mr Major's attitudes above, I counselled caution; the Unionists could not be bombed 
or bullied into submission. Quinn responded that this would not be the first time that . 
Mr Haughey ha~ !~rmed an exagg~ratE){j yiew of _reality. · · . . -- ·· 
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