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1« The Chairmen entertained the leaders to lunch, D» Palsley asked whether the
Chairmsn had any news about a recall., They had decided not to return to
& reconvened Convention with parameters ete, Mr Blackbum ssked what 1€ there
were no paremeters? Teply less definite, but IP thought they probably would
not come back in any case, ¥r West sald they might discuss questions of detail,
but all three affirmed that they would not heve SD1P in cabinet, or an
institutionalised Irish Dimension,

2, Vr Baird seid they were beginning & series of meetings to inform their people

in the constituencies of what was in their report and wonld have some indication
of public opinion even before 12 Jemuary, He thought their people would not stand
for a recall. The Assenbly revresentatives had already gone too far to moet

SILP who had not moved at sl)l. When asked by Chairman what their aims really were,
he said they wanted to keep 'the links' snd vented a devolved government with
sontrol of security within the U¥, However they were not prepared to pay the
price of having SDLP in cebinet, and they sbhorred direct rule. If they could

not meet thelr aims within UX then they would heve to look at the position again,
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Independence was not presently an issue, but t bevone one.

3. & Baird and Dr Paisley joined in denuneistion of UDA and other protestant

ﬁgmm{'x ‘f 4 arv orouns -’,’y!‘:.,(., ¢ i ey 98 -‘;",1 s were lan .r-,.";’ Y Tenss & ars., ";"‘}‘r,?.r gmo‘{p m? »:aacke-[‘:s

énd people who had gnined sudden affluence by extortion, protection and intimidation.

years of a devolved zovernment would be extreme
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toughes They would have to be prepaved to shoot down people, some of whom had

supported them in the past., Or Peisley spoke of the danger to life of members
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01 e new povernment.

4, VYessrs Paird end Paisley deplored the Stormont Ceotle tall
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on toth sides, which they seid were underminin ' politielanse, especially SDLT

They thouzht UDA in particular who were totally untrustwo
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people,

were deceiving WI0., ¥NIO thought UDA weve in thelw pocket, d not
therefore be a repetition of the UWC strike. Nowever when the crisis came UDA
would desert NIO and support the loyalist caumse. [Both EB and IP seemed to have
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sorie gortainty and some cause for Justification in this imowl edge,/
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Dr Palsley displayed a very clear apprecistion eof Vestaminster attitudes,

e said thet there was very little interest and the bi-pertisen policy

would ensure the acceptance of anything S of 8 proposed, lven Alrey Neave

snd J Biggs-Davidson were pushing them in the divection of wvoluniary coalition,
which they would not have. Me thought 5 of S would recall Convention in quite
outrageous terms which would infuriate loyalists, He thousht a confrontation
with British Govermmeni might as well come sconer as later, and said they would
back down in the end and concede devolved govermment on loyalist terms because
British varliamentary and public opinion waes totelly fed-up with Ulster, He
denied the value of being tied to the British economy at the present time -
more of a 1iability than a help., He also denied divect mule, which he claimed
was deliberately inefficient and oppressive. He thought that the closure of
Rolls Royce was snother turn of the sorew, H Wilson was a United Ireland man
a8t heart and wented to meke membership of UX smo uncomforteble for loyaliste
that they would asoquiesce in some deal with the Republic, He alleged talks
were going on about the pomsible introduction of a UN force, At the same time
he expressed himself against integration which would not in any cese be ‘real

integration®,

¥y West remained fairly cuiet throughout, but when called upon by Dr Paisley,
eonfirmed the line teken by the others - no reason to attend at & reconvened
Convention, no possibility of any further movement towards the 50LF, He thought
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the matter now lay with © of 2 who should tell SILP that the game wae up, Asked

by Chairman he said they hed not told 8 of 5 directly of their attitude to recall,

but proponed 4o 4o so on Vonday 5th.

HNH asked if it were possible to see discussions heing carried on in eny other
forum than & reconvened Convention. All parties had professed themselves keen
on inter-party talks snd UUUC and Alliance were willins to extend the Convention
for this, ¥ee thise 2 possibility? snd who would organise snd conduct the talks?
There was 1ittle enthusisam for this. DUr P said they had made all sorts of
sugerestions such as twoe=tler cebinet and development of the Committeec idea to

SDLP who had refused to discuse them,

All three emphasised that any movement would have to come from SDLP. Ir Pailsley

was more sensitive to the difficulties facing GULP than the other two, but sald

the Ivan Cooper wing secned to have come out sirongly at the party conference, and

SDLP had hardened their position, especially on RUC and Irish Dimension, which
seemed to have receded in importance during the Convention.

The meeting lasted almoet itwo hours in a relaxed and {riendly atmosphere., Despite

an inevitable degree of bluster and sabre-rattling there was the clear impreszsion
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ng sense of resolve not to partieipate in a reconvened Convention.

It was Qifficult to be optimistic of the prospects for suocessful recall,

K ¥ HAYES

5 Jenuary 1976
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