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surn

the tone of some WWUC gpeeches, He sald

Te

m to be seen negpotiating with people who

the eriticism,

2e M3 t seld poreed 8 motion for the Business Committee askins for
1 the basis of 1 eport. DUr Paisley pointed out that the wording

ved coneiderable scope for discussion. "hey were

3y

uld lead to hard things i

3. Y Bs asbout meetings, It was noted that

to Allisnce were more restricitive

4, ¥Wr Veat 1 they wanted the Chairmen to chair all meetings and a full Hansard

report of all the proceedingm,

fe W agked how © of 7 meant to intervene. lr Daird was relieved when
Chaiyman said he bdelieved © of 2 would keep off until an impasse had been reached.
2 this would keep the matter in a political forum for some time longex,
N pointed out that the § of £ intervention wes unlikely to be a lengthy alfalrs
ke wae morve likely to use the opportunity to tell the parties that the Convention
g now over snd there would be no new initiative for some time,
6s they would not talk sbout Casbinet-membership as of

sroup, and they would not themselves discuss coalition

sgreement® implied the consent of the loyalist

&

while & system of government reguived ‘wideapread

or appointed under that systes required only the

support of & bare majority, Mr Baird agreed end said that in this case, if

ted in sn election, they would form the opposition.

1o
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Dr Oliver outlined the possibility of other possible constitutional devices =

X
L]

two=tier Cabinets in particular. Mr West saild there was no point in
discussing this ~ they would not have SDLP in charge of departments. He
set great store by the concept of cabinet collective responsibility and

mituel trust - and spoke feelingly of his own happy experiences.

9., When Chairmen outlined the likely closure of the Convention if there were

3

no productive talks, Mr West appeared to draw back a little and asked Chairman

to chair talks with Alliance and NILP, UUUC leaders agreed to talks proceeding

> after 1 houx.

=

before Febru 3. Mr Paisley left the meet
ary A

essrs West and Baird were unhappy sbout the proposal for Hanserd recording

and went to speak to the Policy Commitiee seeking a more flexible line, Ilr West
returned to say the party was adamant in demanding a verbatim record, MNr West
agreed to Chairman teking responsibility for arranging meetings, Chairman gsaid
he would prepare a programme of meetings which would ensure sll parties had

met in inter~party or multi-party meetings by the weekeend., INMr West slso said

that the Policy Committee had considerably

i

fr Test asked sbout money for employing experts - Mr Blackburn to find out

e
&
§

position from NIO,

12, Ur West gsked whether they

of § on
security. Confirmed that on Security [‘T 5 (117 S of 5 would write to parties

%

Soalkri viaw 1Y s = + ml Phevimb 4 s faw (3357
seeking views, on police authority powers and functions /15 (iii)/ parties

rere to expect a further letter from

should write without ther invitation.

13. The meeting lasted for over two hours, Although agreeable, it gave no

unds for optimism., UUUC were as rigid in their attitudes as SULP., The
demand for selective party telks (later ameliorated) and the re aquirenent that
there should be full Hansard recording seem designed to put the talks in e

rigid fremework which would inhibit any exchange of views and prevent real

negotiation,

M N HAYES
27 Jermexy 1976
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