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The meeting had besn avranged at short notice at the Chairman'’s invitation
in oxder to discuss sxrangements for the UUUC/SDLP meeting on 12 Pebruary.

Cheirmen said he would also be having talks with 3ILF,

“hpirman asked whether it would be appropriate for him to list a seriesm
slternative forms of sovernment which the meeting might considers Ghould
these be clireculated in sdvance? He thought the parties owed it to Parliament
and to themselves to be seen to have examined (even if to reject) as many
optione a8 possible, Fe felt it his duty and that of his stall to ensure that
parties had the opportunity to consider as meny options as poseible, It would
weessary for somebody to draft & Heport and this would be difficult if no

options had been sxamined,

ir Psisley objected stronzly. He sald they had put their proposals in the Report
a® no other party had done, They did not want to be put in the position of
repudisting the reasonsble proposals of the Chairman, Their followers would
regard these as havinz been inspired by 8 of % and even the best vroposal would
be vejected out of hand, He would repudiste the Chairmen's right to {loat
the Chairmen would be putting himeelf in political jeopardy iAf he
ffice supplying Alliance or any
PYODOBALS ovld only come to the Convention
not seing to

hiz topic in

B

r Brird said UUUC wanted to aveid appearing as the intrans nts who rejected
every option but their owr The way in which they would avold being put in this
position in the mt context would be to refuse to allow

any proposals, The Chalirman noted the IC position.

Chairmen said the arends 1 Thursday would have to include consideration of
par 24 of the White Paper, 7his contained the matters referred by Parliament
and the Convention would have to satisfy Parliament that they had in fact been

duly considered,
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6o Dr Paisley said they saw no point in discussing 24(ec) unless a permenent
constitution were asreed towards which the evolutionary process would work,
Testminater would not devolve control of security %o & temporary seteup,

and without contrel of security any government would fail in NI,

Te  Chairman drew attention to par 20 of the White Paper., He thought & wide

agrecment would be readily sccepted at Jestminaster,

8y Vr VWest maid they were anxious to talk to any party, they would not discuss

1

power sharing with S5ILP, but would be prepared to listen to anything SHLP

>

had to say. If SDLP came off their insistence on power-sharing UUUC would be
generous, otherwise there was no point in talking, Dr Palsley said he had
asked © of § to knock SDULFP's heads topether and fell them to forget about

vower sharing,

9 Chalrmen referred %o the possibility of a & of & intervention if the lonvention
veached an impesse. How was he to convey this to & of 59 What should they do?
5 of U would probably want %o hold up Convention for a week or so while he
talked to parties, while still leaving time for any additional matters to bve

congidered within the Convention.

o

« DUr Taisley said © of J strotegy was to buy off individual members of UUIC by

b
o

of ferine them office in a voluntaxy coalition and then hoping for a small
majority in the recalled Convention. UUUC would not tolerate any interference

»

by 3 of 8, The matter had been remitted to the Convention by Parliasment and
they wonld report enly to Parlisment, The & of 5 could not legally intervene,
If 0Y were asked to meet & of © they would refuse to do se. Cheirman said he
thouzht 5 of 5 might provose voluntery coaslition, or a Council of State, orx

two-tieor government on & UL Committee sysmtenm,

11» Then asked what they would do in the event of & breskdown of talks on Thursdey,

e
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seid they were willing to contimue talks with any perty snd did not want

to be seen to be the party which broke off talke, They felt Allisnce would want

to keep on talking, slthough UTUC did not want to spin out talks with Alliance or

TiP, WILP they had found most dimeppeintines and Allisnce had not yet produced

53630

the promised papers, UUUC did nol want the Convention to extend beyond the
they want a series of meaningless debsies, There ghould be

- »

L the talke had been completed., II they had not reached

-8
&

in the talks, they would prefer not to have public debates which would

I}

inevitebly lead to acrimony.

d to postponement of Business Committee on Thurs, 12/2. Thers should

meeting of the Committee until there was business to arrange.
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