





To comment on the operations of the security forces is a delicate
undertaking. Perceptions of the security forces are often a
reflection of a community’s political attitudes. For many unionists,
any criticism of the security forces is tantamount to support for
terrorism. For many nationalists, any favourable comment about the
security forces, however qualified, is equivalent to betrayal of
nationalist principles and to turning one’s back on the nationalist
community. Almost any comment about the role of the security forces
in the present "troubles" is bound to prove controversial.

ULSTER DEFENCE REGIMENT

Discussion of the role of the Ulster Defence Regiment is particularly
sensitive. I am well aware that comment on the UDR is peculiarly
liable to be seen as divisive. A churchman must reflect seriously on
his responsibilities before saying anything which might be seen as
contributing to further polarisation in an already sharply divided

community.

The Ulster Defence Regiment has to operate in very difficult and
dangerous conditions. It has suffered heavy casualties. 1Its members
are exposed to the risk of violent death even when off duty and even
when going peacefully about their civilian chores or in places of
recreation or at home with their wives watching television or playing
with their children.

Nevertheless, truth and honesty and a deep desire for peace and for
community reconciliation compel me to say that I believe that the
deployment of the UDR in nationalist areas like Galbally is unwise
and should be reviewed. The members of this Regiment are drawn
almost exclusively from the unionist and loyalist community. As a
result, their encounter in a security role with a nationalist
community is seen and cannot but be seen as pitting one community

against the other. For peaceful and peace-loving nationalist
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