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STATEMENT ON BOMBINGS OF RAILWAY LINE, 4 JULY 1990

The Irish side has passed to me the attached copy of a motion and a
statement by Mr Burke on the disruption by PIRA of the
Belfast/Dublin railway line. The statement was made on 4 July

1990. Prior to this motion, the Irish side of the Secretariat had
asked me for details of 2 recent bomb explosions on the railway line
at Newry and Lurgan in which it had been reported that teenagers had
been hurt. In the Lurgan attack, SPOB confirmed, there had actually
been no casualties. However Mr Burke's statement contains a
misleading reference to an injured teenager in the Lurgan

explosion.

2. Apart from the denunciations of PIRA, the Minister's statement !
contains references to the economic and social importance of the |
railway line which might be worth replaying to Irish Ministers and

officials when discussing investment in the service.

[signed]

rl’re
Principal Secretariat
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SEANAD MOTION ON 4 JULX 1999

——

I | CERUES SCCATLEL AU ay et el |

the deliberate disruption of rail services is a denial of this ii
right, Seanad Bireann demands that the provisional IRA -

' atop tha Aisrnption of tho Rolfase Dubklli awsivlue which |

nas linkan tha peoplo ef Dublin asd Bollfaol fur gver a
cantury;

- stop putting the lives of passengers and rail staff at
risk;

- stop threatening the jobs of railway workerxs®,
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STATEMENT BY THE MIRISTER FOR JUSTICE AND _FOR
COMMUNICATIONS, MR, RAY BURKE, T.D,

Por the past 18 months ¢r 80, the Dublin-Belfast railway line ?

has been the target of a protracted campaign of disruption

carried out by the Provisional IRA or by persons claiming to
act on behalf of that orgenisation. This campaign of
disruption takes the form of the placing of bombs‘ on the
Northern side of the line or the making of hoax telaphone

calls to the effect that there are bomba on the line.

In the period in question, there have been 87 disruptions of

this kind of the railway service between Dublin and Belfast

end it {8 incredible to have to say that, in the course of
those disruptions, the Provisional IRA have placsed 25 bombs
which have either exploded or been defused on tha railway
line, a line used by the ordinary pecple of Ireland in going

about theilr everyday business.

Tha most recent disruption was on the 28th of June when a bomb

exploded at Newry rallway station, the second such attack on
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cﬁe station this year, 1In this incident, a 13-year old boy
narrowly escaped death when shrapnel from the explosion
n\/crashed into his house nearly half a mile away from the
scene. Only the previous week another teenager was injured
when a bomb exploded on the line at Lurgan. This was sn
inci{dent in which a bomb had been placed in a location ¢lose !

to the scene of an explosion the previcus day and whinh was 1

claazly intended to murder those engaged in carrying out a :

¢learance operation to ensure that the line was safe to travel, ‘

It i8 only through the good grace of God that a major disaster

involving massive loss of 1ife has not take placa on this ﬂ
railway line asm a result of this mindless campaign of |

a——_. =

disruption. On at least two occgsions lagt ysar, passenger
trains narrowly avoided passing in the vicinity of bombs
placed on the line through the sheer good luck of baing
slightly dalayed for 8 few minutes. Any organisation which
places bombs on a railway line used by ordinary citizena in
going about thelr peaceful everyday business shows a callous

disregard for the possible disasterous consequences of their

lunatic behaviour,

All right-minded persons are at one in calling on the
Provisional IRA to put an end to this senseless campaign
bafore thera i3 a major disaster and I know that all those who A |
contribute hera today to the debate will echo this call. Only 4 |
last March, all sides of the other House joined together in a ‘
motion condemning the Provisional IRA campaign sgainat the ?
line, not only as a threat to the safaty and well-being of

passengers and staff alike but alac as a denisl of the basic
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//;ivil right of freedom of movement and as a threat to the jobs

N’

of over 400 railway workers,

On that occasion, I emphasised - and I repeat it here now -
the ¢concern of the Government about these attacks and drew
attention to the fact that the Minister for Foreign Affairs
had personally raised the issue with the Northern Ireland
Secretary of State. The Department of Foreign Affalrs have
maintained cloze contact with the British autyoritial on this
matter through the Anglo-Irish Becretariat and they, the
British, fully share our concern about this iassue and about

the importance of keeping the line open and safe for traval,

I think it is important to acknowledge that, while the
Dublin-Belfast railway link has been severely disrupted on
nearly ninety occasions sin¢e December 1988, it has never been
suspended or withdrawn. On those occasions when the rail ‘
schedules have been disrupted by bombs or hocax telsphone
calla, services have been maintained by bus subatitution
between the nearest station on each side of the incident. The
ata!!'of Iarnrod Eireann and Northern Ireland Railways deserve
the greatest credit for maintaining the servica in the facs of
adversity and, while bus substitution may not be an ideal
solution to the problem, it is a clear example of the very
detarmination to ensure that all steps possible ars taken to

keep the Dublin-Belfast line open,

The Dublin-3elfast railway has united both parts of this

country for over a century. It has provided a vital link

between business and commercs® as well a providing a personal
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link for people from North and South to travel freely from one
part of the island to another, 1t is not merely a link
between Dublin and Belfast but a service which is available to
all, Rorth and South. It is as important to the citizens and
businessmen of Cork and Antrim as it is to the citizens and
business men of Dublin and Belfast. It is used by people
avery week of the year for family reasons, for commerce
reasons or for xo¢lal reasons, many of whom have n¢ other
means of travel. This i3 a time when barriers all over Europs
ara coming down and it would be comic, 1f it were not 3o
tragic, that those who c¢laim the unification of the island as
their primary ¢goal seem to be determined to undermine and
destroy the primary visible and symbolic link of unity
between North and South,

In conclusion, a Chathaoirleach, I wish to call again on those
reponsible for this senseless campaign to call it off before
there is 3 major disaster resulting from their actions, The
people of Irsland want them to stop and to stop now and they
should heed this call. For my part, 1 can assura the House
that the Government racognise the importance of the railway
link and will continue to take whatever measures are necassary

on our side of the Border to ensure that the line stays open.
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