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NORTHERN IRELAND : EXCLUSION ORDER ON GERRY ADAMS -rr4 
' 1. The Home Secretary signed an order on 19 October under the ~ 

Prevention of Terrorism Act excluding Mr Gerry Adams, President 

of Sinn Fein, from the mainland of Great Britain. The order is 

likely to be delivered · on 21 October, and may become public 

shortly. thereafter. 

2. You ~should not initiate .discussion of this subject, but _may 

draw freely on MIFT in response to questions. A fuller question 

and answer brief is being faxed to Dublin, Washington, and 

Limassol. 
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MIPT: NORTHERN IRELAND: EXCLUSION ORDER AGAINST 

MR GERRY ADAMS 

DEFENSIVE POINTS (MAY SE USED FREELY) 

1. Why was Mr Adams excluded? 

Mr Adams was excluded because the Home Secretary Was 

satisfied, as the Prevention of Terrorism Act requires him 

that he is a person who is or has been coricerned in the 

Commission, preparation or instigation of acts of terrorism 

connected with the affairs of Northern Ireland. 

2. Why choose this moment to exclude Mr Adams? 

~~-
to be, 

Mr Adams was previously the subject of an exclusion order 

which was revoked upon his election to Parliament in 1983. At 

that time the Home Secretary decided that it would not be right 

to allow an exclusion order to continue if that would have the 

effect of inhibiting the movement -of a- duly ele-c·:ted Member: .:o.f -

Parliament withfn the United Kingdom. Mr Adams (ost his :~eat~in 

last April's General Election and that conaideration,~~herefore, 

no _longer .:,appl.i es. '_'- The--: Home· Sec re-ta'r.y~,.i evt;~eai ttt•IdcaseJi r'.i:ttiJ;i:_e:f _'..· '.~ 

• . · _. ,,. '- •_ 
.,. , " ,' 

• .--.•/~j• >·•· ·. ";•'t,.";,.~;_• ... ~.J,J .~., ~.,-·•., , ._JI, ; ,'.,-• • •·7.J•,·,.,: •J· ~---~1.:J'· ...... :'\,'"j,,t,;'*'y ,,(,, J: .. •'•" I _-, ... - ,; . 

light. :.:o:f ,r repo·rts that Mr ···Adams _.wai1t;,sfl1"irintrigcitcf:JiJ s;i:.t~ Gr:e'•~~~~r..:Ei:lb 

Br i;fa't'ri1 "a't' Cfh e· <ii:mifta tion ':of · Mr c,Tony ··8'&r'tn:,~MP'.~ft~1lj:~~~r(·~~:"f:ftj_;¥ff~;:~) :9~ 

· 1,-:)r a -y, t b ·J ·1 
' • ·:r r ; : •-: ' :;; . , ;' :i -'· '. ~1 ~ tt ':1~ - of :1t:~frrt:1~:;,,V.J~:~ 1 i ;;,~4,~-~f'i;'i't ?i.'v1 · 

3. On Wh~a f c·ev fdelic e ::di d the · Homer i<Sec-~etar.y-~bas&vh ts·~c:1_;'cd;s ion? -,~;~ 

... .. . ~·:, ·.:~· ,:.; :~} J~ -; tJ rJ-o·~- -t1f 9-p~,;_N'-~ OJ -_J,~J_./~:1~~ 

-· rt is not "possible~ nor is it ever "pOssibl::eJ :;;. to ~r.e.veal.:;- :; .::-,.r~.'.HJ,, 

details about the intelligence on ·which thts ·- type.~of rdec·fsion t! hasc 

to be made. 

4. Why not charge him? 

Parliament has provided the power to make . exclusion orders 
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circumstancies where, even though charges ciannot be ~roug~!, -

e Home Secretary judges it expedient for the prevention of aces 

f terrorism to prevent the entry of any person -whom he , js 

Jatisfied is or has been involved in terrorism. 

5. Is there a ~ight of appeal? 

Under the Act, representations may be made against an 

exclusion order to an independent Adviser. This is not a 

judicial process and does not constitute an appeal. Ho~ever the 

excluded person has the right to a personal interview with the 

Adviser. The Home Secretary is required to take the Adviser's 

report into consideration in re-considering~ the exclusion order 

where representations are made. - ; ­. ·'". 

6. What happens if Adams decides to enter Great Britain? 

I,t is an of fence for a person who has been ser~ed _ w-i-th an 

exclusion order to enter Great Britain. · It is . also an .of fence to 

~ 

. . 

be concerned in arrangements for facilitating entry of an 

excluded person into Great Britain or harbouring such a person 

after his entry. 

7. What does this dee is ion i nd i ea te about the. Gover_nment 's 

attitude towards the Hume/Adams talks? 
.' •• •►; ;..: •• ; ~• _,. ,v_ .,_; • -..; •~ •;.,_. ! t, ,•-:--:• •• 

·Nothing. Ministers have repeatedl.y made. _c;Lear tha_t it .,is 

for Mr Hume, to judge whom he _. talks to. .. . . _ , . 
: ·! ·, _._ -~ --' £.. .. _: .' 

8. Doesn ~t :this mean the Government. .is. -·n0;t;_·i nt:er:es_te_d: ,i ~ 0 --: -~ ,J } ; ·: 

r 'peacer, l,? .,; _ .. ; .,,·. ' . , . - ff · --- ~--• '. -"' ·- . ;:.., • 1-"- ~ ' , ' 

.. ~ • . ,,. ; . ,,: .; ..-;.. ... , •• • : . \~'. '-:\. :. -.,_ ,.. • h . .: ,._J V .l : /: ·- :cl!t ..! )'. __ tJ ;.J.·-··: ~ ·;ti j . .. ,.~f:r. ,.. :..J, -r,.w t · f s.1!'t~ q· r ! ~ ·"'. q 

. .· , ~?i1 ;~i:v1:f::..,~~~~ t -·,t•-;_~~-\ li:Js--~--- .:! ,;_ . .-; : -- -~!; ~-.,s.r:f~l~::A:~tJJ.,);~i}j;;~;i!;ii,~~:j- •7:i~~{ .. ~.: 

... .. ·_- ·T_~~'3d!:~:!f~~-~,!t ;}t~? exc ~ u~: tittr;:fA~~~s-.~.>;~•-~~ :Jl- · Jlr~~};q~£~\ - '· . -·· -... -··_;,,,:tit 

, . dec 1~~-~~? ~~0:/¾~~~~~~d_e., h1m g,~;n_:?.1:982, ,:b~t~.~ --- ~-- " ,, ~,~ ~, ~ ~ - :~::. ~f~: 

·i.Go_v_e~_n_~e ~~~•, s . ~_pp_roach . ha~) 1n.ot · ~hangad·-.-i ~oJ{$.~9~t ! ,~• )~.t tn,~§:~J,t.RPt~tf 'l:6 

. --i? wants · .organ·i sed·: violence to end. But , the·:::fn:f:ti*ii·t-ive -·d·oes-"ho-t'~*t 

-. -~-'. re_s t r-·wt tfi-_ f th!~Gover.nme~t. i-~No "?democ;~a tj;cr-:"°·g·Q~~'~gm~-rjf{j;a~rj'~~,/~~i-'?' --~-::· 

·expected. to engage in po lit i ea l talks with ·'those who us1i" :Or · · ·: , 

support ·.the ~use .1ot <; violence 4fo~ poli_tic,ab , -~ds;;··i t 'Jib.a~ o);s·t ~ '!-iew 

on· which -"Dub l-i n .-·,and London are :1 a t .,one .. -,1:·~·i? n .J~t.\i< .Iiff: _f ;/~~iti \ ,·i;}ihi ~ ,~:i 

c PRONI CENT/1 /20/25 

9. Isn't this simply political censorship? 
.' · ¥! ' ~i 1"7 .. tf! ~ ' .: • 

!'.; :· '': . ...... .-:, : ,.. : . .. , - .. 

Mr Adams is free to publish his views and takes every 

opportunity to . do so. But that does not mean .. that he -has to :be 
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i.-,to Great Britain when the Home Secretary -is satisfied. that 

is someone who is or has been concerned in terrorism~ 

10. Is the Home Secretary really saying that Mr Adams Would be 

involved in acts of terrorism here if he were let in? 

- That is not the issue. If the Home Secretary is satisfied that 

someone is or has been concerned in terrorism he can exclude 

someone from Great Britain. He may exercise his powers of 

exclusion ''in such a way as appears to him expedient to prevenT 

acts of terrorism'' but that does not mean that he is restricted 

to excluding only those who are themselves about to commit an act 

of terrorism in Great Britain. 
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