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;6Y FAX British Embassy 
Wa);hington 

28 October 1994 
3l00 ?vfai;sachuscm .~.ve . N".W, 

Washin~tu:i D.C. 2UOOl:l-5GOO 

J Stephens Esq 
SIL 
NIO{L} 

NORTHERN lJRE:t.AND : U.S. ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 

Telephon,:; (20~) 

Fat8imil -: ; (202) 
898 4242 

898 4255 

1. The NSC have just telephoned to say that the Pre,sider1t 
intends to announce a package of economic assistance for _ 
Northern I::-e l and in a campaign appearance in PhiladelphiEt on 
Monday 31 Oc~:ober. The President will be campaigning for 
Senator Ha!:-r :~s Wc:1fford, who is in a very tight re-election race . 
They hope th :~s announcement will sway Irish-American vote~rs in 
the state. 

2. I atta,:h the draft statement the White House intends :to issue 
simultaneous:.y with the President's speech. Kathy Stephelns has 
only just fa:>:ed it to Nancy Soderberg in the Middle East. She 
and the Wh:i.tEi Hou.se political operatives may well change it. The 
Americans haYe also shown the text to the Irish. There is some 
question abot tt whether the IFI will make a simultaneous 
announcement of their projects. 

3. The te>.:t as it stands at the moment looks satisf.actor;y to us. 
It envisage:s increasing the American contribution to the IFI by 
50% in fiscal years 1996 and 1997. It has Secretary Brown coming 
to Northerr:. Ireland to attend the Prime Minister's investment 

h conference. It would be helpful if you could confirm that the 
L'\ dates for this are 11-12 December. If you have any c:::omme'.l'lts on 

the text ycu should let us know straight away. The Anieribans 
would of ccu:rse be grateful if we could react positiv~ly to the 
announcement. 

JN Powell 

cc: Miss PA Les.lie-Jones, No. 10 Downing Street ) 
D Watkins Esq, NIO(B) ) 
D Gibson Esq ,, DED, Netherleigh, BELFAST ) BY 
A Wood Esq, NIO(B) ) lA;i 
P Reid E:;;q, BIS, NEW YORK } 
J Gray Esq, IDB, CHICAGO ) 
Mr Alexa::ider ,, NIB 
Mr Westmacot it:. 
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su.;iPORTING PEACE IN ,NORTHERN IRELAND 

The United States attaches great importance to t .he :search f or peace and. redonciliation in Northern Ireland, bcih in the context of ot.:.r wc1rld-wide commitment to end terrorism and to ·promote democratic solutions to conflicts, and because at the · c lose bonds cf history, culture and tradition our nation sharei with the United Kingdom and· Irel·and. 

We have enco1~raged and supported the courageous effc~rts of·. British PrLne Minister John Major and Irish Prime Minist~r Al~ert · Reynolds to establish a new_ framework for peace and justiioe _in Northern Ir:al :ind. For the first time in a generation, vi\olent · extremists cm both sides of the se·ctarian divide havt:!'. dedlared .. . . i · ~ease-fires. Each day that passes without terrorism stre~gthens the hope that the bomb and the bul1et are gone for 900d from the polities of I 2:eland. 

I have p ~. edge!d to do all I can to support the bL1ildi1b.g of ·· a· · · new, peaceful Northern Ireland. The United states we.nts ·to co···· .... its part to er.suret that peace brings . to Ireland new c1pport.uni ties for jo:b grov."tt. and economic prosperity, which in turn wil~~ help ensure that tl: is ·• newfound peace is a stable ,• permanent onE~. ' 
· The premise .: of peace will allow ~.mericans to t.iuild od · the strong business, · trade, polit±6al .and cultural links we aiready en joy with Irelarid, north ~nd south. The Uriited States i~ at present the :nost · important source of internationally mobile , . . investment f·::ir Northern Ireland, with about forty 1J. S . con!ipanies ·. operating ther~. · The Administration ~orks 6losely wi~~ Cdngr~ss · to fund the In·:ei-na.tional Fund. for Ireland, :which supportsi a .broad range cf economic and social development projects .. Buts we · want to do mori:. : Thi.s opportunity for lasting peace. :~n Ireland is the chance ,,fa generation; it must be seize6. I um th~refore . . direct;Lng my Administration to undertake the f ollo-win~r initi atives ;.n the coming months to increase our support fbr t _he political and ~tconc .. mic revite3:lization of Northern Ireland: 

SOO : f:00 it] 
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Commerce, f e~re·tary Ron Brown will travel to Belfast in December 19:94 to lead the u. S: delegation to l?rirne Miz1iste'r . Major's Investment Conference for Northern Ireland. J: have ·. · instructed Secretary Brown to identify .concrete new 
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opportuni1~ie~ .-~ar increased business liriki b~tw~eri No~thern 
Ireland and the U.S . 

. .:. .. . . We will hold: et. White House Conference fcir :,.Trade ' and _ 
Investment in Ireland. The Conference .i:s planned for ; spring 
1995 in Fhilao.ephia. I have instructed .the Oepa.rtmen·~ of . 
State tc, name.a Coordinator to work with Secretary Br0wn ·and 
his staff, the International Fund for Iieland and oth~r 
involved t r.s~ , ' British and Irish governmental and pri~~te 
sector grc1ups to organize and support the confe:remce. I , . 
look forwa.rd·- to participating · in this Conference, whi(~h "1ill 
aim to shc,w u. S. companies that sustained peace is · 
dramatically: i .tnp:t"oving the business opportunities in 
Northern Ireland and the border counties. I want American 
businesses to get in on the ground floor of these new 
opportunities; this will be good for us _and good for j:rish 
peace and reconcili~tion. 

•• I am committed to continued strong U.S .. ~upport for tlie , 
International Fund for Ireland. In addition to our ·planned 
obligation of .almost ~40 million to the Fund through 'E1iscal 
Year 1995, I : will seek Congressional concurrence to irl6rease 
U. S. funding · to a total of $60 million over the follo~ing 
two years, FY9 6 and FY97, assuring that . IFI has the ft:lnds it 
needs for the vital new iniatives it is ·taking to solfdify 
the cease-fire and build cross~community economic and 
political :ooperation. In particular, I hope the IFI will 

. strengthen i~s programs to address the entrenched pro~lem of 
high rates o·f long·te:r:m unemployment in Northern ·rrei~nd and 

.the border counties. 

The Admi::1i stra·::.ion will wo:c-k with Congress to est;:1..blis\h an 
OPIC equit7 fund not to exceed $60 million fo; bot h Ndrthern 
Ireland ;a.n•:l thr:~ Republic of Ireland, The aim of this · :fund 
would be ti:> fu:;:-ther mobilize U.S. private capital for 
investment in Ireland. 

I have dir i?cted the Department of commerce to enht:rnce ·our •· 
cooperat :Lo:1 with 'Northern Ireland in the science ' and 
technology aiea, especially through strengthened 
collabora t :~on of our Technology Innovation Center~~. 

I have ins~:ru.cted the Oni ted States Information A~rency, to · 
ex.pand 1 ts programs in · .. Northern Ireland in view of the 
changing pol:itical climate, increasing exchanges <)f persons 
as well as planning speakers and seminars on such topi,t:s as 
conflict r~~s.olution. In addition , I will ask OSIJ1, to bpen 
its grant c:ompet itions to allow American non-profi.t 
organizations to submit proposals for projects in Nort:~ern 
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Ireland to support the rnomQntu.m for peace . a·na, 
reconciliation. 

., 

I will encour~.ge the National · Endo,,..-rnent·: for · Demodr·acy )" -which 
is presEm1:ly_ ft;mding a political party training progrlrn in 
Northern I :rele1.nd I to seek addi tionai' opportuni tiE?S to 
strengthen and expand its programs there. 

I have in.s,truc:ted U. s _ 9'0Vernment agencies with relevi~nt 
expertisie arid experience in such areas as community banking · 
and urban redevelopment ·to deveiop active partnership~ with 
their ccutterparts in Northern 'Ireland . . 

We will ccnt~nue to look for opportunities to suppcrt 1the 
ef f ort.s of t.he British and Irish governments and of· 
democratic leaders in Northern Ireland to build on and for · 
peace. I encourage the millions of America.ns who want'. to ·· 
contribute to peace in Ireland to doth~ sam~. I hav~ asked 
Ambassador C·rowe in London to place a high priority or.i 
monitoring the progress of out initiatives and, in 
consultati:m with Ambassador Smith in Dublin, to .r:epor't back 
to Secretari Christopher and me. 
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