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Thank you for your letter of 31 January enclosing a memorandum 
for LG Committee about this Bill. I have also seen Peter 
Brooke's letter of 3 February to you, Gillian Shephard's letter 
ot.4 February and the letter of 3 February from Nick Lyell'a
private secretary. 

Richard Ryder and I discussed the possible Parliamentary handling 
of this Bill with Archie Hamilton yesterday, and I subsequently 
talked to Peter Brooke. I accept that this Bill is necessary 
given the unique status of the UDR; and I accept the importance 
which both you and Peter Brooke have stressed of being seen to 
make progress with the Bill in this Session, despite the obvious 
difficulties which an extra Bill presents the Business Managers 
at this late stage. I must make clear that there can be no 
guarantees that the Bill will be able to complete all its stages. 
The warnings in Peter Brooke's letter about the likely attitude 
of the DUP and, to some extent, the UUP mean that any chance of 
getting all-party agreement to accelerate its passage in the 
Commons must be remote. But I accept that this is not by itself 
a reason for not starting the Bill on its way. 

Accordingly, I agree that the Bil 1 should be introduced and 
published later this week. I should be grateful if your 
officials could make the necessary arrangements with 
Parliamentary Counsel. 

I am copying this letter to the Prime Minister, Peter Brooke, 
Members of LG Colllll\ittee and to First Parliamentary Counsel and 
Sir Robin Butler. 

The Rt Hon Tom King MP 
Secretary of State for Defence 
Main Building 
Whitehall 
London SWlA 2HB 
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c PRONI CENT/1 /24/21 A 

JOHN MACGREGOR 
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Mr Steele (Dir Pr' 
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Mr Cooke (SIL) 
Mr DJ R Hill (CPL) 
Mr D A Hill (ESL) 
Mr Cornick (RCB) 
Mr Laverty (Estabs B) Mr Maccabe (PAB) 

➔ Mr Leach (SPOB),.,,, 
Mr Mcclelland (POB) 
Miss Mills (CJB) 
Mr Shannon (CPJB) 
Mr Dodds (A-I Sect) 
Mr Rodell (Parly Clerk) Mrs Madden (PTSD) 
Mr Caine (Special Adviser)
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29 January 1992 

Thank you for your letter of 28 January about the proposed Bill 
to enable the merger of the Ulster Defence Regiment with the 
Royal Irish Rangers. I have now had the opportunity to discuss 
this with Richard Ryder and this letter records our joint views 
on how to proceed. We feel that, subject to the agreement of the 
Legislation Committee, it may be possible to introduce the Bill 
this Session and we would use our best endeavours to ensure its 
enactment, but there can, of course, be no guarantees. 

In deciding whether it is realistic to introduce the Bill this 
session we will need infonnation from you on two aspects of its 
handling. First, we will require assurances that the Bill will 
have complete cross-party support. Your letter indicates some 
doubt about this, and I hope that you and Peter Brooke can 
resolve this speedily. Second, we will need an assessment of the 
likelihood of being able to obtain agreement to the enactment of 
th� Bill on dissolution, if that should occur before it has duly 
completed all its stages. 

As the Legislation committee Secretariat has advised your 
officials, the next step is for you to circulate a memorandum on 
the Bill, and it should cover the matters I have mentioned. I 
hope that it will be possible to reach agreement in 
correspondence so that, if the Bill is to be introduced, we could 
do so without delay. 

I am sending a copy of your letter and this reply to Richard 
Ryder and to Peter Brooke. 

The Rt Hon Tom King MP 
Se�reta� �f State tor Defence 

r 
© PRONI CENT/1 /24/21 A 

JOHlll MACGREGOR 
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 

WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB 

Telephone 071-21 82111/3 

;�·-n6 �:z- ,· 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

MO 19/3D 

�J{ January 1992 

We spoke earlier today about the proposed Bill to enable the 
merger of the Ulster Defence Regiment (UDR) with the Royal Irish 
Rangers, to form the Royal Irish Regiment. You agreed last month 
that we could press ahead with drafting a short Bill. 

The Bill is definitely needed if the morale of the UDR, 
particularly vital in the current circumstances, is not to be 
severely damaged by a delay to the merger. I enclose a copy of the 
current draft of the Sill, which is nearly finalised subject to 
clearance on hybridity. As you will see it is a very short Bill. I 
am confident that it will be supported by all the GS parties, the 
SDLP and the OU� We will need to consider our best approach to the 
OUP. � k...w'-.� --:; '-c. t:. � I. � 11:- N, IL::.
� I ,.._ ,t-,, v · ti fc.tt_, � o.J" �

I would be grateful for your agreement that the Bill may 
proceed, and for your advice on the most accelerated timetable we 
could follow in order to get it through. 

The Rt Bon John MacGregor OBE MP- dent of the council 
c PRONI CENT/1 /24/21 A 
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To provide for the Ulster Defence Regiment to c;e.ase to be A.D. tnl. 
maintained al the emJ vf Junt' l 992. for 1hc :im�mlmcnt \lf 
section '}. of the Armed rorces Act J 966 iu relation hl 

.. 

service in Northern heland, anJ for connecteJ purposes. 

B
E IT ENAl..1ED by lhC Queen's 1no�I Ex,dlcnt Majesty. hy aml

with the advice McJ �onscnl of the Ln1<ls SpiriluJI and Tcmpur;\I.

antl Commons. In this prc�enl Parli:unenl :i��cll\blccJ. and by the

authority of the same, as rollows:-

, l,-(1) The Ul'.'lter Oc(cucc Regimen! sh:ill llCll be 111::,inlaine<l after lhe

end c,r June 1992 . 

(2) A member of the Ulster Del\:nc� Regimclll �ho�e tcnn ul' �c["Yic�

with the Regiment woulJ :ipnrt frorn this s.:cliun ,cmtinue after the cnJ of

June 1992. shall lJc " mc:1nhcr of lhl! rcgul:.if fv1cc� !for all purpo�cs) for

10 the remainder or that tcriu.

(3) The contJitio11s of scl'·kc u( il pc1so11 lo whl11n �uh�rcli(m (2) above

applic�. 0U1er lhau an uf1ic{"r, �hall remain u11cha.11�cJ for the rc111ai11cJcr of

U1c tcnu referred to in thJt suli::-tction (t.(ccpl h> the c�lenl lh:it they :ire

changed apatt from this �t,tion) but �h:ill be deemed tu lncluJc

lS cuudltlons ha•;ina the s;mtc dfrt:I �� �cc1ions· 1015). 24, 2�. ,44. 139. l·U>

1111d 141 or the Re�t·-n•c r0n:cs ,\cl I 9SO. 

J.-(1) ln �uhscct Ion \I) or 5(-tliQn 2 l'f the A rmcd For,c� Act 1906

(power of lh� Udcncc (\1u11cil to m:1"-c re�ula1i.-11s ali lo eng;i��1nrnl 11f

person$ in 1egular fl)rcc�). alter p.rn1grnph lh) thcrt shall be i11sc1ted-

20 "(i) pru•.ii.lin� f11r s�r\ii,;t; in 11\c 1t:f.UIJr army ll'r c:e1'-'lce i11 the

regular a1111y olh�·,wl�� 1!1an h.H \11\: purposes or trni11l11g) tCl

hi! ,�stricled loser, ice in Northern lrclamr·.

(2) After lltal \UlJsccti1.111 tll:.-rc sh;ul hl' in5c1 lt'u-

''\ I A,l 111 tile �;a•;� ul p,.;1��•11� ,, lie,� �,:n 1�c I l'I �:.:n ;._.,; nl11,;1" i��
� t, ! : : ! .... :- ; ! · •- ; · i t : , ... .. • , I i . ·.i .• ; .... • , � �· :- : :· � \ i •• j h� 1;, ! r. : : r , 11 S l • :� h � r n

, i �· ',! ; .J . , •J • : • , • : • � 
1 

\• • .' • • .; �: , : : ', , -. � :· ,·. � : : 2 3 ' : : · ' : · :" ': .' .... � l 

c PRONI CENT/1/24/21A 

Ul�tnOefcnce •" 
Rciiinent. UOI I 

R�gul:ition!ll�lo 
lttm� and 
ccmfri�n�nr 

�crd(t,rlc. 
ljOhl 
19(,c, ..:.4.5.
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Rirpuls. lj 111 

.E�pcnse�. U 12 J 

Short Ti lit Li 14 I 
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1 Army (;\'ortho ,, /r/1 u11,I) 

lull•ti111c !-rrv1cc i11..:lud�d tc:ll'IC'llU'� 111 pJ1Hi111c �r·n·il'C \l11· t11 :a 
co1111ti11;ltiu11 of lull•lilt1t' .111d pa1Hi111c /;ctrin:). 

( I B) In �ubscction ( I J\J al•o\'I! r�lcfl:111.:l:S tu p:itl ti111t: i.crvin� 
incluuc rckrcm:es lO si:rdce b�· il pc1'.'lull who i� 1tqui1cd to sc'""e 
011..J)· at such 1i111es as lie 111ay bt caJleJ out in a\;i:oulance with the � 
regulaliuns. •• 

(3) ln subS(.'Ction (I) of .c;�ction 13 c,f the Reserve Furccs Act 1980
(rcgul.1lit111s about call out) after p3ragraph (t,) lhcrc sh:\ll be adde'1--

"(c) for securing. tll;,t, i,1 �uch u�cs a� may he p1escril,.;J, the 
li:ihilily i 111po�eJ h>· l(hill sub.,;e�li(lnJ 11'ec1ion 10 ur 11 10 
i'lboveJ i$ tu scr,icc in Nonh�rn lrcl:mtl ;ind not tu service 
in any p:irl uf the w(lrlu". 

(4) The pro•,i�ions ur lhe keinstiltemcnt in Civil Employment Act
1950 applicable in Northl"m lrtla11d shall apply to a person who Is. or Is 
Haulc tn be. called uut in arcMdam:c with rc&UliJtiOn!'l made by virtue or t� 
scctiu11 2( I A) of the An11cd Forces Act 1966 :ts thf.)' apply lo I person 
who h:..s entered, or (a� 1hc ,a�e may bcJ m.1r be required lo cntu, upon a 
pcriuu of whole•ti111� service in the circu111:-t.mccs mentioned in �eclicm 
l{a) of lhJl Act. 

(S) Any �crvice rcnt.1ercd by a person called out in accordance with 20
r�gul3tiuns milde by vinue c,f section 2(lA) of tht Am1cd for,,s Act 
1966. amJ :my conlinuou� pc1i(11J of trnini11{! 11r seven days or longer 
�rfulllH'.J b)' ,1 pcrsu11 li:1l1lc to l,c called uul i11 al'�Ort.1.u,cc wilh such 
rcgulati\1ns, shall be relevant service within Ille 111caninJ of the provisions 
of t11c Reserve and Au:<iliiiry Force� (Protct,;tion ur CiviJ lntcrc�ts) Acl 2.5 
195 I applicable in North\:111 lrt!lani.l. 

J. The r11.:1ctmcnt� rucntiu111.:d i,1 tile Scl1cu11lc to this Act 3tc hereby
repealed to 11t� e.\tcnt spl�ciftcu in lhc first colu111n of 1hc Schcuulc. 

4. There �hlll be p:1icJ oul or mum·y provitl�d b)' P;uliillm:nt �1y
incrc�St' atlril.>utablc tu 1l1is Act ill the �ums p.,io oul of umncy so JO 
prOV iucu umlt-r :my OIiier CIIJCIIIICIII. 

5. This ,t\ l l 111:ly be cilt·J :i� the An11y (Nc,rtllcm lit!lan<l} Act I 9Y2.

' . . : ... ;-·:,. 
. -· . 
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197S c. 24. 
5 

1975 c. 2,. 

lO 
1980 r.. ,,. 
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SCllEUULE 

REPEALS (JOO 11 

Shcnt tille 

The House or Common$
Oisquuli6cntion Act
1973. 

The Norshern lrel.:md 
A s s e m b?Y 
Disquali61;:uion Act 
l9n. 

n,c l{c�crve Furces Act
1980. 

Eltcnl or rcrcnl 

In section J(t)(c) the words 
"or the Uli:ter Oden�c 
Reiimtnt", 

In .�cction l l 1 )(c) the words 
•·or the Ulster Defence
Rc:gimenl'',

Sl'ttion 7. 
!Sfction JO(,). 
Sections 24 and 25, 
Section 2(1( I)( ,·ii). 
Sct:lion 44. 

Sections 1)9 to 144. 
Se�tioo \45(2). 
Stction 146('2). 
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