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ARMY (NORTHERN IRELAND) BILL

Thank you for your letter of 31 January enclosing a memorandum
for IG Committee about this Bill. I have also seen Peter
Brooke's letter of 3 February to you, Gillian Shephard's letter
of 4 February and the letter of 3 February from Nick Lyell's
private secretary.

Richard Ryder and I discussed the possible Parliamentary handling
of this Bill with Archie Hamilton yesterday, and I subsequently
talked to Peter Brooke. I accept that this Bill is necessary
given the unique status of the UDR; and I accept the importance
which both you and Peter Brooke have stressed of being seen to
make progress with the Bill in this Session, despite the obvious
difficulties which an extra Bill presents the Business Managers
at this late stage. I must make clear that there can be no
guarantees that the Bill will be able to complete all its stages.
The warnings in Peter Brooke's letter about the likely attitude
of the DUP and, to some extent, the UUP mean that any chance of
getting all-party agreement to accelerate its passage in the
Commons must be remote. But I accept that this is not by itself
a reason for not starting the Bill on its way.

Accordingly, I agree that the Bill should be introduced and
published 1later this week. I should be grateful if your
officials could make the necessary arrangements with
Parliamentary Counsel.

I am copying this letter to the Prime Minister, Peter Brooke,
Members of LG Committee and to First Parliamentary Counsel and
Sir Robin Butler.

JOHN MACGREGOR

The Rt Hon Tom King MP
Secretary of State for Defence
Main Building

Whitehall

London SW1A 2HB
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Thank you for your letter of 28 January about the proposed Bill
to enable the merger of the Ulster Defence Regiment with the
Royal Irish Rangers. I have now had the opportunity to discuss
this with Richard Ryder and this letter records our joint views
on how to proceed. We feel that, subject to the agreement of the
Legislation Committee, it may be possible to introduce the Bill
this Session and we would use our best endeavours to ensure its
enactment, but there can, of course, be no guarantees.

In deciding whether it is realistic to introduce the Bill this
Session we will need information from you on two aspects of its
handling. First, we will require assurances that the Bill will
have complete cross~party support. Your letter indicates some
doubt about this, and I hope that you and Peter Brooke can
resolve this speedily. Second, we will need an assessment of the
likelihood of heing able to obtain agreement to the enactment of
the Bill on dissolution, if that should occur before it has duly
completed all its stages,

As the Legislation Committee Secretariat has advised your
officials, the next step is for you to circulate a memorandum on
the Bill, and it should cover the matters I have mentioned. I
hope that it will be possible to reach agreement in
correspondence so that, if the Bill is to be introduced, we could
do so without delay.

I am sending a copy of your letter and this reply to Richard
Ryder and to Peter Brooke.

JOHN MACGREGOR

The Rt Hon Tom King MP
Seqreta:y of State for Defence
|
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z_x January 1992

We spoke earlier today about the proposed Bill to enable the
merger of the Ulster Defence Regiment (UDR) with the Royal Irish
Rangers, to form the Royal Irish Regiment. You agreed last month
that we could press ahead with drafting a short Bill,

The Bill is definitely needed if the morale of the UDR,
particularly vital in the current circumstances, is not to be
severely damaged by a delay to the merger. I enclose a copy of the
current draft of the Bill, which is nearly finalised subject to
clearance on hybridity. As you will see it is a very short Bill, 1
am confident that it will be supported by all the GB parties, the
SDLP and the OUF." We will need to consider our best approach to the
oup.g._“.h...ko'__, ~—— t:.[.....\:mnmb::.
" s*m-h;_r b e Kusa PURY R

I would be grateful for your agreement that the Bill may
proceed, and for your advice on the most accelerated timetable we
could follow in order to get it through.

The Rt Hon John MacGregor OBE MP
‘ dent of the Council
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BILL

TO

To pfov@c for the Ulster Defence Regiment to cease to be A.D.1992
mau‘alamcd at the end of Junc 1992, {or the amendment of s '
sccu.on ‘?. of the Armed Forces Act 1906 in relation (o
service in Northern Ireland, and {or connected purposes.

with the advice and consci of the Lotds Spiritual and Tempural.
and Commons, in this presenl Parliament asscinbled. and by the

authorfity of tke same, as follows:i—

BEIT ENACTED by lhc Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and

§  1,~(1) The Utster Defence Regiment shall not be mainiained after the  VisterDefence .~
end of June 1992, Regiment, {jOI)

(2) A mcmber of the Uister Delence Regiment whase lenn of service
with the Regiment would apart from this section continue after the end of
Junc 1992 shall be a member of the regulai furces (for all purposes) for
10 the remainder of that term.

(3) The conditions of scivice f a person to whoin subisection (2) above
applics, other than an uliicer, hall remain unchunged for the remainder of
the tenn refemed to in that subsection (except 10 the extent that they are
changed apait from (his section) but shall be deewmed to include

15 cunditions having the same effect as ceclions 10($). 24, 25. 44, 139, 140
and 141 of the Reserve Forees Act 1980,

2.—(1) In subscction (1) of section 2 of the Armed Forces Act 1906 Reguiationsacio
(powcr of the Defence Council lo make regulations as to engagement uf tetmsand
persons in 1egular forces), alter paragraph th) there shall be inscrted— ::":f’i‘(‘;":‘-"c“’

20 “(i) providing for service in the iegular ammy (or service in the 102l
regular aimy othenwise than for the purposes of training) to 1960 ¢.45.
be festricied to senvice in Northerm Ireland™,

(2) Alter tlat subscctiun there shall he insCtted—

“(1A) In the casa ol pesens wWhose servize tor sevioy nthiviwise
Ay Figuey Nt Pl alr e 2 LG of AR reairii tr 10 s2mioe i Nemthen
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tull-time service included releicnces 10 pat-tine service (or e a
combination of Jull-fime an) prart-lime scrvice).

(I1B) In subsection (1A) abuve relerconces 1o pait time scrvice
include refercuces lo scrvice by a peison who is requited to scrve
ondy at such times as he may be called oul in accordance with the
repulatiuns.”

(3) In subscction (1) of section 13 of the Reserve Furces Act 1980
(rcgulations about call out) alter paragraph (b) there shall be added --

“(c) for sccuring that, in Such cases as may be prescrilred, the
liability imposed by [that subsection] [section 10 or 11 10
above) is o service in Northen Ireland and not tu service

in any part ol the world”.

(4) The provisions ol the Reinstatement in Civil Employment Acl
1950 applicable in Norhem lreland shall apply to a person who s, or is
liable 1o be, called vut in accordance with regulations made by vinue of (5
1966 c.45. scction 2(1A) of the Anned Forces Act 1966 as they apply 1o a person
who hus entered, o (as the cuse may be) may be required Lo enter, upon 3
period of whole-lime service in the circumstances mentioned in section
1(a) of that Act.

(5) Any service rendercd by a person called out in accordance with 20
reguldtions made by vintue of section 2(tA) of the Armed Forces Act
1960. and any conlinuous period of training ol scven days or longer
perfoimed by a persun liabie o be called vul in accordance with such
regulations, shall be relevant service within itie nicaning of the provisions
of the Rescrve and Auxiliury Fources (Protection of Civil Interests) Act 25
1951 applicable in Northemn Ireland.,

J. The enactments mentivned in the Schicdule (o this Acl are heceby

Repeals. [j11]
rcpedled to the eatent specified in the first column of the Schedule.

Expenses, 1i12) d. Therc shall be paid out of money provided by Parliament any
increase altributable tu this Act in the sums paid oul of woney so 30

provided under any vther ciractment.

ShortTitle (j14) 5. This Act inay be cited as the Amy (Northem hreland) Act 1992,
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SCHEDULE

REPEALS (Ju01)

| Chapler

Short title

Extent of repeal

1975 ¢, 24.
3

1975 ¢. 23.

10
1980 ¢. 9.

13

The ljvuse of Commeons
Disqualificatiun  Act
1978S.

The Northeen  Ireland
Assembl!ly
Disqualification  Act
1975,

The Rescrve Fouces Act
1980.

In scction I{1)(c) the words
“or the Ulster Delence
Regiment”,

In section 1(1)(c) the words
“ar the Ulster Defcnce
Regimeni™.

Section 7.

Section 10(9).
Sectinns 24 and 25,
Section 20( 1)(vii).
Scction 44.
Scctions 139 to 144,
Section (45(2).
Section 146(2).
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