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SIR JOHN WHEELER'S MEETING WITH MR SEAMUS MCKENDRY AND THE ‘FAMILIES
OF THE DISAPPEARED' - 7 SEPTEMBER 1995

The Minister was grateful for the briefing provided by Miss Meldrumn
for his meelLiny with Mr Seamus McKendry, Families of the

Disappeared, which toaok Place yesterday atternoon. Mr McKendry wae

accompanied by Mrs McKinney, Mrs McClory and Mr Manley. You
provided official support.

2 This was essent.lally an exercise in listening and providing

sympathy. Sir John said that the most basic and fundamental human

right is the right to life; it nauseated him that even after thig

right had been taken away the basic decency of allowing relativesg

know where their dead family members were buried wa
The Minister spoke for

()
§ belng denied.
t.he Government and the Prime Minister jip

expressing his Sympathy for the families and assured them that the

Government would exert all . the pressure which it could on those who

had the in.orma%&nna Lhex sought,
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B2 Mr McKendry sajg thero was a fear, caused by media

SPeculation, that the families might be used as politicql bargainii g

Pleces ie ‘[f the Government. were tg lighten up on decommissioning
Sinn Fein/IRA might give up g body or two', 7The Minister said that
there was no question of the Government beil
4 way; the matter of decommiss

thought that Sinpnp Fein/PIRA mi
Providing or

ng held to ransom jip such
loning was ene gt democracy and the
ght gain political advantage from
withholding information on a matter of basic

decency
was obscenc. The Minister also said that he

wished that soéme of tho
international human rights bodies which werc

Northern Ireland wouldq speak up tor the tamilies; Sir Johnp

ehcourayged the famijlies Lo speak to the ug Con

fond of Visiting

sul to put pressure o\

the Irish/American constituency., The families had beean greatly

boosted by President Clinton’s mention of their plight at the
Economic Conference inp May; they had wr

itten to him again.
4. Mr Perry said that there had been some
the weckend Suggesting that the families
intormation from PIRA/Sinn Fein as

hedia speculation at
might receive some

"part of the Peace process”., Mp

McKendry said that he had read the article in 'Scotland on Sunday’

and subscguently Spake to. the Journal ist . The journalist sald that

the infovmation which he had, had come from g senior gource on the

"Balaclava" side (45 opposed to the Sipn Fein side). 8ipp Fein

councillor Richard McAlley had visited Mr McKendry that

afternoon
and explained that Gerry Adams

had not lorgotten the familios

(bricfing Mr MocRendry i exXactly the same tLerms as the "Scotland an
Sunday’ article byt denying that Sinp Feln had anything to do with

the briefing). My McKendry hadq rebuked Mr McAuley about Ssudggest jon:

that the information would hecome availap]e "at the right time"; th

tamilies felt that the right time wasg Now,
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5. The fami(jes asked hoy the wmatter had bewon addressed at »D.

S1r John said that it had beecn raised as qa requir ement to bullding
trust and confidence; the only response which the Government, 1like
the families, was interested inp was action uot Sympathetic
Murmurings of concerr,

6. This meeting Primarily all owed tLhe families to see that Lheir
Plight was being treated Seriously at the highest level,

Of political trade offs O this l1ssue, The meeting did provide a
med ia SRROTL UMYy Sog the. Mo and the tamiljes to reiterate ths
message: Lhat thbee ‘with nfluence must help the families ip Ehe 1

quest to give their loved opes adeobnt - Bltad
SIGNED

Paul A Johnston
PS/Sir John wheeler
OAB LExt. 649§

8 September 1995
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