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AT A CONFBRENCE IN WASHINGTON

ON THMURSDAY, 25. MAY 1995

SIR PATRICK MAYHEW:

Thank you, Bill, very much £0x that characterxistically kxind
introduction. I should tell those that don't know him that the
Admizral has a tremendous stock of jokes as large as his tremendous
stock of hate and esach of them wear very well in@eed and the
Adairsl i3 a delightful addition to & long line of very
@istiaguighed ambasgadors to our country from this grsat country

which is our host today.

First and forxemogt, I want to join with my frigenad, Dick Spring, my
£3llow host at this party, in saying welcome indeed t¢ all our
guests. This party is a joint eaterprise, a piece of .
Dublia/London cooperation that I know gives us both a great deal
of pleagsurxe. We both believe in the therapeutic gqualities of a
good lunch. I realise that I look as though I have had moxe of .

them than he has! (laughter)
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At the regular conferences between our two goveraments that have
taken place for all these years under the Anglo-Irish Agreement,
we tTWwO have seen a lot of each other an& Just occagionally and
very exceptionally we have slugged it out but we have always made
it & xule that lunch waits until our dbusiness is over and then we
dine ac a friends and it ie our hope that today’s lunch will get
some chemistry going round these tadles and thereafter and that
personal friendships started here may lead to business £riendships
and then on to the kind of investment for the future, for the

benafit of all, that this great Conference is all about.

The second thing I would like to say is on my behalf and on behalf
of all the people of Northern Ireland whom I have had the great
privilege to tzy to serve for the last three yoars and it is this:
I want to thank the President of the United States; I want to
thanx him for hig wvision in initiating this Conference, foxr the
generosity that under his leadership the hme;ican poeople have
shown and are showing towards the people ¢f Norxtherm Ireland in
particuiar and nogt especlally for his great speech today. It is
the unique geniug of Amaerica, as he said, Qeriving from its own
experience of diversity, to help other people to overcome their
differences and to cope with their latent antagonisms and it is
the special capability of America - again to quote the President -
to make hope reéal in Northera Ireland by seading forth her
entreprenaurs to s8how - again in his phrase - that the future lies

with those who build and not with those who destroy.-
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I sav a clip of a television newsreel tnat showed a 13-year-old
boy meeting the then President, Senator Kennedy, and that
13-year-old bdoy is now the President of the United States and I
thought to myself what a wonderful symbol that iz of the
continuum, the traditioa of that genius of Amexica, the idealism
of its leaders. I thought that that was a very strong symbol of
something that we all admire and treasure.

I want to say that all these efforts made by this great country on
behalf of the paople who live in Ireland morth and south are
directed towards a Northern Ireland in which on the economi{¢ front
enormous strides have been made in the pas%t years. For example,
uneaployment i8¢ now at ite lowest point for 13 years; the number
of people in jobs iz at an all-time high apnd it is stimulated by
our fair employment legislation, the toughest in the whole of
Europe, and I am delighted to report to you that the deficit is
eclosing steadily and strongly, as we intend, ia Catholic
occupation Of jobs across a whole zange - the gap isg certainly
closing. There is still some way to go and we are determined that
it shall close. For those without work - and there are still too
many of them - it is the creation of new jobe that is of exitical

importanca.
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It is a Northern Ixeland also whose potential for growth and whose
vizrtues as a home for businese are already well recognised by
Amezican and Canadian concezns. North American companies already
exploy over 20t of the workforce in Northern Irxeland. In the past
six months, we have secured investments from Emerson Electric, AVC
Laboratoriesg, Du Pont, Ford and Nackoheister (phon) and we are
going after more. The Industrial Development Boaxd ig opening a
new office in Atlanta, joining those in Chicago, Los Angeles and
San Jose. Missioas have generated business worth ovezr £600
millioen in the lagt three years. In Mareh of this year, my
colleague Jean Denton, led a very successful mission to the West

Coast and we have plans for more.

Seanator Mitchell, I waat next to thank you and all your staff.
Having had overall xesponsibility for the Prime Minister’'s own
investment conference last December in Belfagt, I know that these
things can take years off a man’'s life and Jean Denton who had
immediate respongibility knows that thay can take years off a
woman’s life and in the cagse of political life, they can achieve
that result suddenly and immediately (laughter) but I congratulate
you very varumly indeed on the success of your Conference and

tharefore on your future prospects!

Lag%ly, I would like %o offer my sincere thanks to all from this
side of this Atlaatic for coming to ¥Waghington froa withia this
country 3and from Canada and X would like to offer my

congratulations to those who crossed f£xom the other side of the
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”'é atlantic. Never bafore has there been such global interest in
Northesn Ixeland. EPverybody wants the peace to succeed. The
govexnments which Dick and I represent are determined to do our
best to secure that it shall. Everybody can see¢ the unparalleled
oppoxtunities that are aow opening up 8o good luck this afternoon,
thig eveniag and tomorzow. May the matchmakers be successful and

may nature take its course!

Dick spoke Of the clergy, the reverend gentlemen who are hexe.
Well I hope the zeverend gentlemen will not mow walk out if I end
vith & line from the immortal Shakespeare: *Let copulation

thrive! * (applause)
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