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. TRi. PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Scheta'y ’
. Christorher, Secretazy Brown, Senator Mitchell, Deputy Prime Minister
Spring, Mr. Patrick Maynew, Mr. Ambaseador, ladies and geatlsmen, to -
‘all of you of Irigh, British, arnd American hu'itaqe fron the business
communities of these great natjons, I thank yeu for being here. I :
have locked forward :o this day for a long time, to having pecple .
* 1dks you here vho see the cpportunities for trade and investment that .
' coma fzum peacs, and the Oppor“tmiti.l for trads and lnvumont O
mpport peace. .

I'n espaecially delightod. <hat =o nny are hers from
Iraland and the Tnited Iingdom. And to all of cur frierds from
Northern Irelard, your attendance hers shows your dedicatior to a -
guatun of cooperation and prosperity and ve're. pu-‘ic'..larly glad to -
ve you.

. lat ma say a special vo:d o2 txanks to.George Mitchell.
for the tremendous wcrk he gu daone in organizing this conference. -
His devotion to tte cause of purturing peacs and growth in Northern'
Ireland and the Republic's bordar counties has played a cantral part
in the progress t-at wa celabrate hers today. .I'm delightsd that he
will lead another =missicn to Irsland this. auxmmer, and evan more
pleased that he's agreed to contirue his work in overseeing our
econormic initiatives t-rough the and of thl- year.. (Ayplausc.)

Irsland is lucky to have Gcorqe ‘Mitchell am its l:l.d-,
sven ig it: has to put up witk the envy of the United States Senate,
the supruo caurt end Hajor uagua Basaba.ll. (Lauqm'.-x.]

You know, Georse 1s Irish and thu:nc. !!aybo whnn_v- ’
" succeed in Ireland, i{f the Secrutary of 5tate 1s not finighed == * -
k (laughtcr) == he'll voluntesr for othsr duty. (Laughter.)

I As all of you know, the United Stites has a kesen _
interest in a stable and damocratic and prosperous Burvps. But that’
intersst if particularly strong when it coses %tc Irelarnd. Our etrong
bonds of kinship, culturs and history shared with the pecples of the
Onited xi.nqdau Ireland are vell-kncwvn.

This is a moment of historic oppot“un.ity for you and .
hutor:.c intersst for the United States. For my own pars, pooflu ask’
me from tine to tixe why this is a matter of such deep persona
interest to 2e. It goes beycnd wy Irish roots. I wiah I oguld jult
eay that's all there was to it. But an important part of our mission
at this moment in time as Anmericane is to help reconcile the 3
divisions which kecep people apar: end lead ther sozetimes to violence
both within sur own count:y and around the world.

. _If you lb-cxk into the next cintury }o{a could thark the
‘good Lord that we ray ~- Ve may == succeed in removing the nuclesr
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ehreat from the childzan of the 2lst century. But we s2ill ses these
ancient impulsss that Xeep people apart based on rclig-au or racial
or etrric differencas. ;

I tell ny fallow Amaricans all tha tira that the great
genius of cu- cowmtry in the Zaxt century may be our ability to exalt

' t2a graatest amount of diversity of any large coumtry in the world.

. But 1t is still a challange -for us hers. You sese it all the tins.
And ve can think of no g=sater aission in our guast to rsccncile
@ivacsgity than tryirg to help peacs and prosperity succeed in .

. Northern Irsland, aad in Ireland, i.n general. (Azplause.)

Tais is, as I'm sure you Xncw, an extraordinary

gathering vkick yoz are a part. XNevar befors have rwpresentatives of
-all the political partiss in Northern Ireland, ofZicisla fram the
United Kingdoz anl Irelarnd, and g0 mAny business leaders joined to
holp us to build a better tomorzowv. The confarsnce shows anew the
" historic progress that has been made toward a just and lasting
settlamant, and toward a ca that respects the rignu and

t=aditions of both ¢ ties. T i

. In the lest fev ponths, thanks to the éesse-fire and the
axmantiz of the negotiations, a powerful transforrzation bas begun. =
Perce is closer thar it’s been in a generation. TFor the first tire
in ¢ecades, children can walk to school without warsyirr. Pezilies
that Aave endured so puck vioclence with so much Aignity cat &ow «ajoy
the blessings of days without violence and nights without fser.

The :oads betveen North and South ars mcre cpen thar
they have ‘besn in 25 years. And oitizens of tte Republic are
vigsiti=g the North in aven greatar muzbers. ' In Belfast, the army
patrols have .nda.d, ths body arzor and helmets are gone, hundrads of
tIroops are oV Joi=g doze. Trese landmark achievemants would not
Bave bean possible without tke lsadersiip and ecurage of Prime .
¥inister Xajor, Prizs Minigter Bruton, and before hinm, Prinme Minister
Rsynolds. -With the Joint Frazewosk Docuxent, they are paving the vay
for a nev and hopaful era of reconciliation., All true friards of.
Iraland are grateful to thea and to the parties that have risan to
.their chellenge. I salute them, and I salute othars who work for -
peace -~{ndividuals such as Foreign Minister 8pring; Sir Petrick -
Mayhew; and that tirsless advocate of poacn, our friand, John Bume.

(Applause.)

We pay tridute as \mll to th.n brave p.ople of Bottbm -
: I.teland whose couvage has brought thaa to this peint. The United s
States is proud €0 kave helped them and all peacaemakers, and today I
zranev Dy pledge to do evarything in my power to support thesir -
-efforts. (Applausae.) I know I speax tor all Americans van I szay
.- that pecple wvho take risks for peace hers and uxy\m-ro else in the
world will alvaye bSa welcons in the ¥hite House, in Washingtom, and
throaghoat our counatzy. i

This mozentur must be maintained. The niniltl:ial- .
level talks resprssent a step of tremendous pronise. I hope the
parzies can moon git down togathar to discuss the futurs and their
differences. That is the best guarantee of a perzanent peaces.

But there must ba progress as well outside the

conference roams. Violence is dimirishad, but it has not

disaprearad. I call an all those who continue to amploy vioclence to

" end the punishzant beatings and ths mmzannm. (Applause.) Aand

‘ ¢o all who ara cbserving the cease-fire, I appeal to you to takra the
next step and begin =g discuss serious dscoxaissioning of weapons.
(Applause.) Peramilitaries on bot: sides must get rid of their bambs
and guns for good. And the specter of violence tEat has haunted -
Ireland must be banished, once and for all. (Applause.)
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It is also tizms to begin healirng thks wounds of a
generatior. Many innocantz disapjeared during Thas Troubles. Others
- Wars banished from their hcnl. Today there are families that have
) . still not had the chance to grieve in peace, to viszit the graves of
b their loved cnes, to reunite after years of separation. It is tizme
% ‘te allow families <o be whole aqaia. (Applause.)

As everyone knowvs, peace is mpore than omo-ﬂ.:u arad
fornal agreezamss. It demands real hope ard yeogress in the hearts
of peopla. It dama=ds cox=on striving for ths common good. It ig

. ti=a for those Vo have bean most affected by the fighting to’ Zeal
txis xind of hope and this sense of progress.. As Yeats wrote, “Too
long a nc:i‘iea can make a etons of the heart.” There zust be a
peace dividend in Nozther:n Irmland ard the dorder courties soc that
everyone is convirced that tha future belongs to those who build, not
those Whoe destroy; so that ths majority that lu;:por".s psecs is
strengthered:; so that thers is no -1ipping' back Lm:o violancs
that frustration bresds. - -

; That is vhy this conference is so. i:pomnt. It
undsracsres that all sides have an interest in investing in the s
future of Northern Ireland, and t:at all sides vill benefit from the
peace. Our own axperience hare in America showvs vhat a differmunce
_that kind of progress and benefit can bring. MNore than a century
ago, our grmat sage, lalph wWaldo Tuarson, said that trade vas "the

pricciple of liba=zty,” that it "made ace and keeps peaca.” That is _

vhat ve vish for Izeland, and nov it ia time 2o mlin that vm.

- The erd of oxva.nued. vioclence =akes that poniblo. S0 I
u:q. m.ica.n busiresses and all others to consider iavesting in
Northern Ireland and the bozrder counties. The opportunities are -
excellent. Tha worX Zorce is well-educated and vell-motivated. Tha
pxoductivity levels are high. The unit lator costs are lov. The -
l1abor relations arm good. TRa infrastructure, tha coxrmnications,
‘the access to the Eurt;ean market ars fina. With the prospect of an
enduring ssttlexent cn the horizon, businese confidencs is rising :
fast. Experts predict investment boars on both sidss of the border,
and an iacrease in tourism in the Xozth that conld axcsed 100

parcent.

Alraady the Unitad States is the mundar one Lmnm: J.n
both ¥orthera Irelard and the napuhlic.. American companiss employ
nsarly 10 percent of all the worksrs in Northarr. Irsland's =
mamfacturiag sactor. And Iraland isporis almost §3 billion wored of
Amarican goods. The firns that we have in these marketa are
increasing their i{nvestments, strengthening their positions in
Zurope, building businesses that cresate jcbs on both sidss of the .
Atlantic. By dcing well, f.hu- cocnpanies arm also doinq good.

4 More mvoltnont in Northern Ireland pronises to lift the
, *egion out of the cycle. of daspair that leads to violance. It will e
reducs the chronic unexployzent than runs arourd 50 pc:--nt in same
urtan areas and has deadened tha dreans of 80 lmy

" If grovex is ac:lpaniod By an end to uu:rimnltion, by
fair and nonsactarian exploymant practices and encouraging investment
in areas ir greatest need, then both Catholics and Protestants will .
feel that they have e staks in theiz society and ity peacsful future. -

(Applause.) ¥hen both camzuinities. feel the banefits of peaca and ses ' -

that they ars distributed fairly, despair will lose its hold, and all"
will have the chance tlhey deserve to fulfill their God-given .
. potantial. C

"Deace,” Yeats nid, 'cms dropping -109 ¥ Tha past
.- will not bs overcozme in a day, but the ption o2 cbange prwidol
the kirdling for hcpe, and the opport: .mztiol for positive, poverful,
profitable dnnqo clearly are nowv prssent in No:tbom Ireland.
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As long as I az= President, t:e United States will
contizue to encourage txat changs. [ am proid of all that Secrwtary
Brovn has done in achieving =— on his aission 20 Ireland last
December. I'm proud of the aarny afforts of tks Deparimant of
Carmer<e, USAID, USIA and other govarnmant agenhciss to support
reconciliation in Ireland. I am pro:d of the work of t:hs Stats
Departuent, ard I wvazt to say a special vord of thanks to our

' Ambassadcors in tta area, Ambassador Crove and Anbassador Jean Kennedy

Saith for the outatanding work that they kave both done. (Applause.)
Thark you. ;

Ours is the f£irst adrinistration ever to inclunde
appropriations for the Intsrnatiaonal Pund for Irelend. TRoe IFI have
lived up to our hopes for it. The Fund supports oOver 3,0C0 econcaic

' devalopzaent J:ojccu, and has crsated so=es 23,000 jabs 1.:: areas that

wvera rscruiting grounds for tke paruil*tn*in. It is. pramoting
cocperation across the border and betwveen corxunities. -

The zecord challerges us to go evan furzher. 80 we have

‘incrsased ocur furding requast for the ITI to almost $60 pillion over

ths naxt two ysars. (Applause.) Ard we are Working to build more
Bridges across the ocean through exshangse progzrams . for managers,
students, agricultural axparts, artists ard scholars. Prograzs mt
estadblizh bonds of frierdship, while transporting ideas and
m:omuca bahefitting pecple an both aides of the ocean.

There are sczde in washington vho votnd mu tn cut our’

funding for thssa and other programs that support peace =- in Ireland

and txrocughout the world. That would be a grava arrzor. (Applause.)
The United Statgs has an abiding interest in a-a.tinq peacs and the
opportunities it brirgs. We must have t:s resources to foster psace

.and stand by those wvho take the hard risks for peaca. We have sear -

tine and aguin that. our investemants .in peace, whethar in the Xiladle

‘Zast, Soxthera Africa, Haiti or Iraland, have always yielded grsat

dDeanefits for the Amsrican ?eopln - in qruwinq markets, qz.ntl.:
stnbuity, increased sescurity.

" T hopa nll those vho want to sea pncq in lortanzn
Ireland will keep =hat in mird. Peace has a price, but it iz a snall
ons compared to the alterhat 1ve, md it is a pzice very :uch worth

paying. (Applause.)

I'R also glad we've been able ta help the causa of peacc
through this conference and other econcmic lnitiatives, because
Ireland hag given us so much. The two cammunitiex that today are
coming together in coopcntion have each given Amaerica a rich 1.gacy.
In our naticn, Catholic ard Protsstant have been intertuined, and
togethar they hava contributed immansely to the greatness of onr

pecple and ths succass of America. There is evidencs all around us.
In placss liks Nev York, Pennsylvania and Ohio, countiss, cities and
towvns with names liks londondarry, Ulstar and Antriz 4ot the =map.

" Often thesa places park the fruntier in the 18th century when Ulster

Protastants, some of them Ry ancestors, puzhed west to build rew

lives. and a new nation. These sattlars vars the forbears of nearly a
dozen Amarican presidents, anlu.d.!.nq Andrew Jnck-on, wnum xclunlcy
acd lood:cv Wilson. :

Irish Catholics cantributed jult as much to our
country's riss, vhether in building railrcads or institutions. A
visiting journziist in the last cantury took the Beasurs of that
effort when he ssid that, in America, yau could.see “wWater power,
stsam powver, horse powar and Irigh powver."’ (I.au.ghtnr and applause.)
And, he concluded, “the last works hardest of all."® (Laughter.)

In thie half of cur‘ century, the nanes Jokn F. Rannedy,
Justice Willian Brennan, Speeker Tip 0‘'Neill only began to tell the ' -

.sto:x of Irish cCatholics' comtribution to all the branchea of
c

an dscocTacy. These txue. traditians, harnessed together in ths
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Azsrican dc:omcy. Thess trus ‘-nditiom, barnessed togethar in tha
Nev ¥World 2cr ccumon guals, has been Arsrica‘'s great :ortun-. Tine =
and again, wve have ssaa peoples of differmnt da

ancestries put frwedom over faction, the g'aau of t.B. c:znmit:y over
tho iatsresta of its separats parts.

Of the gifts we can give to Ireland, tnh «xacple of
people ohinq togetkar for the coxmon good ulur‘.y is ths g-eatest.
The cha lcnqu of ks caning cantucy damand that we keep in mind thae .
exarple of thocse WVEO went bafore us, who built briljes across th.ir e
diz‘l:lncn, and Zound the strungth to pull togather. ’

We nov face a vhole nav sat of challenges in thls nav
era. The qzabn.l ecanomy, the explosion of information, tha advance

* of technol : the groving pability of pecple == all thess forces are =~

hringing us eo e more intsgrated world, more full of pouibintiu
than sver befors. The next cantury can be tks most exciting time in
all human distory because of the oppomnitiu for human . R
ponibiliti.u .

mtv-hlvotoncagninmtmtbmtcmlot

. integration have a darkar side, as well. IZf we do not riss <o the

ctallenges they psesent, wve become Vulnsrable to the organized forces
of destruction and evil; for ths aodern world re es us to de open
in order to taxs aavantags Or &ll the forces of intagratiocn. And as -

‘we become more open, we bscams more vulnerable <o those who woula |

uu and ml. who vould d.tit:uy

As tha pecple of !’ozt‘.mn ‘Ireland are showing, wa can
saize the mcment. Wa can turn avay frem terror. Ws canr tura ln.y
froz dsstzuction. We can turn toward peace and unity and
poesibility.  But to keep this process going, to loc)r. in ths .

*s, we must 2ake hops real. To.grasp “Ertu:nity,
we must build strecger businsss and cumrunitiss azd £

|

.muat have 2ars and better jocbs. We nust stnm;mn the prupom ut ;
- & better tomorzow. )

That is the way to prosapt facaticism. That is tbo vay
to closs ths book on old and hloody conflicts. That is tha wmy to
give our children the 2uture they all dsserve. ' The charce is thsre. . _
It is here. It is nrov. wohv-itinmpmuuxaulthc oy T

Qifference. ‘lat us do it.

Thank you, and bless you all. (Applausa.)
L
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