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" the UK territorial seas was called lntf

D R Snoxell Eéﬁw
Republic of Irxeland Department
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Downing Street East :
LONDON SW1

Qoo Daid,

BILL TO EXTEND THE UK TERRIROTIAL SEA

You asked me to clarlfy some p01nts 1nADavi@%Hill‘s letter to i

Dav1d Barrie of 19 lAge. on this matte

There is no existlng leglslatlve provmgion deallng thh petroleum
beneath territorial waters. adjacent 'o Northern Ireland. Under the
Petroleum (Production) Act i(NI).: 1964 fhe ‘Départment of Economic
Development owns ‘all petroleum beneatH‘Northern Treland and has the
powex to license exploratlon for-such»petroleum, AsS a reserved matter
under the 1973 Constitution Act, resources"under ‘the seabed adjacent ta.
Northern Ireland do not comeiwithin DEQ; :
former Department of Commerce had joint ﬁlth the Crown Estates

of 1982 (the Lonsdale judgment)wp This DNecessitated leglslation, the g
0il and Gas Enterprise Act 1982, whlch regularised the pos1tlon by -

confirming Crown ownership of petrole
Britain. However the ownershlp of

i al ‘*&5\ 4
(A n
There is an urgent need to,cg i PO siﬁion?through leglslation.‘ The
status of the export licences issued b “”hejDEu ahd Crown' Estates
Commissioners 1§ in doubt; Furthertexp& rationiwill be hindered if the
questions of ownership and £H§~\icensing ity are not resolved. As
you are aware; there has' been much recent‘speculatlon about the
existence of petroleum reserves Qf £ the‘Republlc of Ireland 's. coast_and
this will doubtless stlmulate lntereS' i éxploration in Northern Ireland
waters. The: economlc consequenCes OF find adjacenﬂ to Northern
Ireland could be slgnlflcanﬁ 2 AL of ; s'accounts for the Northern
Ireland Office's desire to regularise“t efsituatlon by legislation as

soon as p0551ble. S (dhitiay 5‘

7LI our Minlsters that the dangers
estating their claim to ownership
imal, and' that they are, in any
BEor Northern Ireland. An objert vy .

We would like to be in a position t‘
of provoking the Irish Government into
of waters round the whole island are
case, outweighed by economic advantag s
assessment of the Anglo-Irish. repercus“*ons must come from RID and the
Embassy rather than from Ourselves.”'YD rare ‘best placed to consider how
seriously. the :Irish regard their theoretical cldim and whether, at thig
pment of Anglo Irisn relations, they would wish to
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