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THE'EUROPEAN AID 

The following statement �as issued by the Prlme Mini,ter today in 

response to yesterday'5/today ( s announcement at the Essen Council on 

the European Union aid package to Northern Ireland. 

"I very much welcome the European Union aid package announced by 

(President Delors) at Essen today [yesterday]. 

The European Union's action 1s a significant addition to the 

Government's own initiative 1n taking forward with the Irish 

Government the peace process in Northern Ireland. The European 

Union already has a large investment effort in Northern Ireland 

through the Structural fund Programmes, and this additional

package is to be much connended. I am most grateful to 

President Delors for his swift response to my invitation to the 

European Union to contribute to the peace process in Northern 

Ireland. 

This new package will serve to underpin the unique opportunity 

which now exists for ·· ·,:-- 1_ l iation and social and economic 
recovery in Northern 1ce1an,1. The Community has already 

inc�eased its contribution to the International Fund over the 

ofnext 3 years, and this additional, and complementary package 

support of [300 mecu] will be of particular help to those in 

Nor�nern Ireland who have been particularly badly affected by 

j

the violence. As I said in Belfast on 21 October, the European
� 

Union's programme will be in addition to the British 

Government's own expenditure plans for Northern Ireland. 

Th( �rpose of this new package will be to focus on issues which 

arise from the peace process - measures to address the problem 

of long-term unemployment, help to support urban and rural 

regeneration, promote cross border �--operation, comrn�nity 

reconciliation and social inclusion so as to help those most 

damaged by the conflict of the last 25 I 



c PRONI DFP/19/163 

No. 5093 P. 

appreciate this positive commitment by President Delors and the 

European Union in support of the peace process." 

JOHN MAJOR 
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