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Now 1.:.hat Uie Mi:·1.i.�ter has :1ad a. second meet.ing \•.'i -:.:-i Sinn Fein ( and 

�he Sec:reLc)ry of StaLe has reet Mr Adams, we seem to have �eached t�� 

poi�L whe�e it would be appropriate to inplemcnt the new policy on 

contacts wiLli that party, which the Minister explained to them at

=�e meeting of exploratory dialog�e on !J �ay. The policy also

applies t_o the PUP a1id UUP. 

Adv .i c:c Lo _Depa.r-tme11 :.s 

2- IL woul� bo se�sible co issue advice to N:O Divisions and thE

.:-iurthern lr-= 1 and Dep:::1r '.:.Jr,en:-.s ( including ::.:·1eir Next Steps agencies)

so a:; "CO ensu:r� thc3t.. al I �)art.-f� of the C·:J'.Jernn,ont rnac;1ine understano
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new cl.rail gu.:..delj,I_!e�; 11.1 hici, vJc t'.ave t=.!(:i.::ecd ,.-,,i+:.r. Cer,':..::-al Secret;1:::-iat 

The i:; e d C ct l [l <..> t O TI l Y '1! it f. Ll, f! '-1 L, e St i O 11 i.)£ I[; E3 e-c. � n g S \'.' i t h Min;._ S +,:_ e £" 5 i:L , d 

of::icia.ls but also (;overr.menL recept.ions, oif:.c1al !nc.ilir:g .1ists u .. c. 

public appointmenL.o, 

�: o L yet. r c Cl d y f o r s i n n Fein an ci U I e Loy a l i s t s to be i n v it e d lo ct .:.. l 
I 

govcrn111ent rec:epLic.>ns, eLc, like t.he 0�1:c.:.· part . .:.es c:tnd r..:,at, s:ave 

where .i. eg t. 5 lct.ion i:·equires, they wou .l :::l r:ot r:orma l l y consider 

represc11LtiLivea of Lhe 3 parties fur public appoin�ments. 

?ara.g:::aph 9, 

3 pi.it t .. Les to be placed on Departmenta i mailing l is Ls. ( The PUP 

already receive oiflcla: papers because of the special position of 

H tHJh Smyth) . 

3 . :!: s 1-iou le. lie gr,:t te fu: LO l<.nov.: :. f t.:--:.e Mlni s ter :. s c:or: �en t for 

�he guide 1 ines t.u be is �_c.ed, 

Outs La.nd __ i_ nq Reques)..s 

4. � attacr.. aL A:li1ex --� a 1 ist., coir,pi..l.eo oy C:enu.:al Secretctriat, 1

oI Lhe outstandj ng requests :-rorr, Sinn Feir. for ;nE'.etings '\•iith

Mlnister6 or oII.l�lctl� - 14 in LOLdl.

c PRONI ED/35/1 /4A 

2 arc fur· outs.:..cte aget1L.i.e::; ( eg t!"l.e SouU-1.en1 Health 

Roard); 

6 are �ore apptuprictte for meeL1ng� with officials 

(i�cludiny IDB) 1 and 

Lhe remair.ia9 6 ctc e more a?propr.iaLe fur a written 

response, and do nc>t require i;i mee::ing. 

::i. This means t.l1a.L, uf the 14 requests, !}O�}.� wou:1..d secure a 

Ministerial meeting alt.hough some issues may be revisited in XD. 

Th j_ 5 .:.. s , 1·1 ow 8 v e 1 , who l l y in l l n c: \v i t. h 11 ow -::: hey ',Jou l d be de a 1 t w it r. 

j_f the requ8::,L:; l1ctd co:ne from the othe:::.' parties w1tt: v!hom L.he 

Gover 11111ent a1.rec:,dy l1cto nonna:.. rc.::lcn:.1.ons, 

CON::-"IDENTIAI, 
CPL • :-1A l N / l 6 3 6 
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R ecc-,mmenda t ior: s 

L.l1e dtctft g u idance a::. A:-:nex A L.o l)e is::.;ueJ, and i;.11 t..lie cJut�tctr1c.L .. :i 

req��es'._s £1v1:t S.i.nn Fcir. en: Annex o �o :oe dealL \v.:._'_l:. as n::·co11ur1e!1dej 

in -c:.hc1t annex, b '  
' s u J � t: t - ct _;_ �; u t. u 

! 

Baroness C:en::.on 's 3..1:d :Mr Ho2s '3 

app:-ova.l iu .::1pp.: up.:. .:..c.1 te r..:," se:;. 

( Siq11eu) 

D BROOKER 

CON:- I DENT TAT, 

CPL-MAJ J·�/16Jfi 
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NO.493 P002

GOVERNMENT CONTACTS WITH SIN� 1''.i!: lN, 'l'Hl'.: l:'H.OGJ:U.:S::; 1. V � UN HIN I S'I' PAl,TY 

(PUP) AND ULSTER DEMOCKA'l' l C PARTY (UDP} 

Gu .i dctr1ce to the Nor't.:,er:1 I re la11d Off ice i::i.Ild Nur:.he:c r� I rE'� 1 ar:d 
Departme::-its 

':'�1.is guhiaI:l:e, wh.ich has been agreecl tie 1_,. • .1een CP.:... arid Ce11LLctl 

SecreLar i a L rtr1d approved by Minis t.er,:;, provides acJ•; ice 011 :101:.1 

Departments should respond to req· .. iests for r.ieet:;.nqs wi,:,h Sinn 1•t::;i.n 

tr,c PUP and UDP . I L replace�; A1u1ex A tu -: lle Cent.ral Secretar ia"C. 

Circular 1/91 headed "Access to Govern:11.en1_" iss· .. 1ed ti�, Mr "ttarnil,:_011 )Ii 

28 January 1991, which is now disappliea. 

The Nl:'!w Policy 

2. Mlnisters advised Sir.n r·e.:..n on 10 May, and L.he l?UF and UJJ� o-:. 

16 May, �hat so long as exploratory dia�ogue continues they would �e

L·etH.iy tu cuot:i..i..<ler requet:itt:i from Lepret:ientdt.i.vet:i cf t.l1ut:ie p�r:L.i.et:i 1 '_u 

meet Mini.s�er:-:.; and ofticials, on their merits. (Ministers had 

already annout:ced ec1cl i.eL t..h.i.8 yec:1.r L11u'._ L\·iey 1:.1 ere prepared. Lo 

receive cross-parLy delegations froD uistricL Cou�cils in which 

members of Sinn r•ein, t.l1e UUP or �!Ji:' we�-E: included). 

made clear that -

,t t 1.v as a J. so 

requests �rom these three par�ies would be dealt witt 

on Lhe �ame bas�� as requesLs rr0� 0Lh�r parLies; 

the three parties could not exp�c;:_t. __ auto�.c;_t;.ic;_ .�_s_::_c;:::�E..P to 

MinisLers and LhaL, if a meeLing were justified, il 

migt1L ofLen be rnore appropri.oLe, as 1.vi.L11 oU1er·p.:lrLit·s, 

for it. to Lake place wiLh of[icia:s responsible Ior the 

matter;. in queotion; 

it might be more appropriat.e for Lhe rnuLLers raised 1 .u 

be dealt. with in exploratory dialo�§ rat11er than in a 

septi.::uLe rneeti..ny with Mir,);;t.er::; or officia..1.s; 

tr.e po�icy applied to :-e.2!ese11Lat..i.v1::;:;; <Jf S.irn1 .r·e_i_n, ·_he 

UDP and PUV - ie not jus� elecLed representa�i.ves. 

CONFIDENT'!:AL 
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Handling Rt:guests 

3. Officials should bear the followi�q points 1n �ind when

a�se5sing individua1 �eu1.1t;.r:;t.::; -

t:.11aL LlH,i lit=\•.' policy i",a5 been speci=ica..:.._y j_ntroctJced ,,r. 

t!1e. bas:.s LhaL .LL will cunL.i.1ll1e i.u O!;JeratJ._OE only sq 

long as exploratory dio. logue _con t.i:-.ueg,;. ThE: po 1 icy 

would Lherefore have �u b� �eviewe� ctgci.i.n ur�ently, 

were exploratory ctialcgue (eiLher wiL� Sinn �ein or ,e 

Loyaliscs) �o break down; 

Ll"lat edclJ Ca...:ie ::5hculd be a:;oe::s:sed on .its merits, taki 1g 

into account hov; similar re.quests f ::-om the other main 

{I!l Lllcl CUllil�CLiuu 

uivisions may wish to conahlt Centrai Secretariat 

Circular '.../91 on .r..cce�.s to co,:ernrnec.t, circulated b:i' 

Mr HamilLon on 28 January 1991, which gives general 

advice on how Lo respond co requescs tor meetings fron 

the political parties anj others); 

that in many ca5e5 it may be appropriate to offer a 

rnee 1_in y 1:1 i t.h u ff i c .i.ct 1 t>, 1 at Let tho.11 Mir ii. ::s te1·:;, 01· t.o 

de f lecL U1e reques L. Lo anoU1er agency - for exarrr;_:ile t l1t=: 

Northern Ireland Housing ExecuLive or an Area HealLh or 

t:ducat.ion l:lodrd. Again, Lhe guiding principle shoulc

be how a ;:;imilar request from one of the other partito 

would be dectlt with; 

that the subjecL maLLer ml.ghL be more suiLable for a 

rneeLiny oI ��£JOLaLuLy Ll.ialul;jue c:c.1L1tec t.hi::sn t:1 �epi:!rot e 

meetiriy wlth Ministers or ofticials (the t.ype of mat:1.er 

falling wiLhin L11.i.s caLeqnry m.i.yliL riu1111ally be NIO 

bu5ineGs such as poli-r.ical cleveioprnenL 1 prlsu!l:;; 1 etc -

.:1,.c..i �ee po.ragraph :.i); 

C:01'-F I DENT:::: AI., 
CPL-Ml\lN/�636 
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thuL the ne.w policy d�iplies t.o fil.!.Y represenLati·1es of 

Sinn r't:in, the UDP an.ct PUP not. jusL eiec,-c:.ea 

represe:1ta t j_ves; 

Lhat the three parties should not oe treated more-.. ·--r 

J; a v o u r a l�_.ly l.. ll tui. the o tl1 er p ei r:, i e � e it her as to t 11 c
yranting of meetingh or the level at represent.a�ion 1:
meetings ure approved. 

4. When_ handling indiviuual cases it 't1ou.Ld be helpful if

DeparLme11L� and NIO Divisions could tallow a two-stage approach -

_tirst, t,ak8 d v!.ew on t:.l1e merits o[ an individual 

reque::; L, liu v .i ng regard t,o i::..he fa et.ors mentioned above 

and 

second, uuce draft advice has been fonnL'.lated. 1 consu11, 

cenu.:a1 Secretariat. and CPL oefore the case goes back 

to Private Office. 

5. Central Secretariat and CPL will then consider, in

c0t1�u1 tat ion wiLh SIL and. ot.t1er� as necessa::y 1 ,.,,tether to i:-ecommend

Lha� the matter i� more appropriate to exploratory dialogue or

whcLh�r other speclctl hand.ling arrangements are desirable. Centra.

SecreLdrlat and CPL wlll strive to ensure that �he various request:;

arc har1cJlect in a cu11:::i.i.:stc:nt manner.

Draf t'i ng of Re_pli�s 

6. It would l.Je helpful if, in dra[Lir1g replies to Sinn Fein, th•�

PUP or UDP, Divisions could bring out that in responding to a

parLicular requesr. the part.y .i.n question was being dealt with on _!_.1e

some ba5i& _d� uther earLie�. �his will help to reduce friction if

the three parties d�e not gi.�en the level of treatment they are

seeking. 

CONF'JDF.NTIAL 
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be ciraiL�d on a similctr baa�s as rep.i�G to �h� other p�r�1es.

Thus, Dep�Ltmcnt.s should !eel free to provide vha:ever writLen 

�;-iformation they 'Hou tcl rwrmally supply i,,) other oui:side agencies. 

The style shot�ld, h.01,vever, rema:..�1 formal.

R�ception:::i, Presern;:_at.io:·,::; and Other :iospi tol .i. ty 

8. In recent. rno11Lhs Sinn F'ein, the U�JP and PUP have Deer. invite·�

to Covcniment Iu1c:tions � com W\".lch, r, 1. \:.llert.c, u· .. ey were el{c luded ( f g

the Prime Mir1ister's Economic Confe=ence in Belfast in December

1994). There will conLlnue LO be occasio�s when, in the interests 

of secur i.ng cr_u!:i t;-part.y .i.n vo l vernent, l t. would be appropriate to 

invite elected rnembe�-s ,)£ Sinn 1:-•ein, the UDP and PU? to 3pecific 

evenLs, in add.i.tlon Lo the oLher :.na.1.n part.iE:s. Before do
_
ing so, /

( 

however, Brancheb �hould consult Centra� Secretariat and/or CPL. /, 
UnLil Minist�rs are ready tu treaL the tnree par�ies on exactly thf 

same bo.c.i.s as Lh� ot.het· parties for p�l'f.ivSE:S of politiceil 

development discUt;8lons it would be prematGre to assume that they
should be routinely .i.nviLed to offlclal functions aiong with the 
uther parties. Their a: .. tendance is �ikely to be the exception 

rather than tl1e rule. 

Official Documents 

9. Sinn Fein, the UDP or PilP

published official documents on

should now be sent cqpies of 

!ILhe same basis as the other-partie�. 

}:)ub)ic Appointmem:.n 

10. Ministe1� wish LO conti11ue the policy whereby Sinn Fein, the 
UDP and PUP would not normally be considered for public office, save
where as now, for exctmple, legislation leaves no discretion with
Minislers or Depctrtments in accepting a District Council

nom.inatiou. DeparLments sl'!c.il:ld ncivise Central Secretariat

immediaLely if i1, ctppear:s tha·L representatives of any of the three

parties will fall to be considered for su=h appointments.

CONFIDI::NTIAT. 
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Cont<ict Points

l l. ·I'hi5 gu.i.dance !,as iden�.ified ':he .11cJin .1.ss:.Je::- which Departmentsarc likely to have to consider; Central Secr�tariat and CPL willalways be glad to advise on these or any other issues chat mayarise. Any queries should be addressed to Central Secretaria�(01232 28158 or 18161), or CPL (telephone 0171 210 6575 and 6576).

CONSTI'l'UTIONAL AND POLITICAL DIVISION

CENTRAL SEClU�;TARIA'l'
MAY 1995

CPL-MAIN/1636 
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c PRONI ED/35/1 /4A 



CONFIDt:NTIAL 

SINN 1-'E IN: REQUES1'S FOR MEETINGS 

The £ o 11 ow i n g i s a l i s t of o u t s ta: 1 d in g l et. t E; r· s f r o m s inn f e i. n 

Cou11cil lors, together with advice on how t.hey should be handled 

trnder Lhe new policy. 

Mr O"MuiJleoir's lctler of 25 April to the Secretary of StatE 

to discuss the occupation of the Whiterock industrial estate by the •I
British Army and the Government's failure to accord lrish_language il
parity of esteem. 

Official� would nut recommend a meeting to discuss the 

Whlterock lndu�trial estate. The reply to Mr O'Muilleoir 

should s.lmply explain that the armed forces' use of the estat3 

reflec:ts o co11t.inuing security requirement and if that. if the 

parLy wish to raise the issue they can do so in XD. 

Mr O'Muilleoi� could also be offered a written reply on HMG's 

approach to the Iri�h language and advised that this too has 

been rab;ed in XD. 

2. Mr O'Muilleoir's letter of 25 April to Michael Ancram on the

De la Salle, MeanscoLl F'eirste and other Irish-mediwn schools.

A meeting Gould be offered with DENI officials. 

3. Mr O'Muilleoir's letter of 25 April to Baroness Denton about

the effectiveness of the IDB in West Belfast, and Conway Mill. 

Mr o · Mui l leoir �_;hou ld be di 'Jerted towards a rneeting with ·IDB.
officials. The reply, which should also cover 1 and 2 above, 

should explain the current policy on Conway Mill without any 

offer of a m8eting to di8CUSS it. 

CPL-MAIN/1636 
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1. Mr O'Heara·s l�tter of 28 April to the Secretary of State on
funding for Ir iah·-medium education.

Mr O'Heara could be offered a meeting with DENI officials. 

A meetlng wiLl1 Ministers would serve no useful purpose s�nce 

the Secretary of !:JtaLe has decided that the decision to permj t
1
( 

Mnw funding for Meanscoil Feirste should not set a precedent I 

for other Jrish language secondary schools. 

5. Mr Mqrti11's letter of 1 May to the secretary of State on

traffic diarupLion caused by ramps in Fermanagh.

Does not jusLi.fy a :neeting of any variety. Mr Martin should 

receive a writLen reply advising him_that ramps at security

force ba�eG will remai11 in place for no longer than security 

force cornmc;mden=; consider J1eces.sar y, and that any concerns 

about specific locations should be sent to local police 

commanders direct. 

6. Mr Martin's letter of 1 May to Baroness Denton to discuss job

losse5 d� Unigate.

A commerclal decisiun, entirely for Unigate. The�efore a 

shorl wriLten reply and no meeting. 

7, Mr Mack�y•s letter ot 1 May to the Secretary of State 

concerning economic and social matters in the Omagh area. 

A meeting would noL be warranted as councillor Mackey was 

present aL a meeting between Mr Moss and Omagh DC on 22 May

1995 when these issues were discussed. This should be 

explain�d in a short written reply. 

CONFl OENT'l AL 
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8. Mr Gio?gan's letter of 3 Mtiy Lo the Secretary of SLate on

rural Irish language school.

Does not j u�t i f y a !lieeLing. A v!r _j t. �er, rer, l y, exp L:n n ing 

Government policy, would suffice. 

9. Mr Keeley's letter of 3 May Lo Mr Moss to discuss health

matters ..i.u the Dungannon orea.

Not for Ministers. A matter for the Southe�n �ealth and 

Social Services Roard. 

10. Mr Mcttugh's letter of 3 May to the Secretary of State on

planning regulations in Fermanagh, inward investment, etc.

Meetings could be offered· at official level with DOE Planning 

Staff and IDB. 

11. Mr Mackey's letter of 1 May to the Secretary of State t.o

discuss Lhe continued ban on Conway Mill.

A meetiny would no� be appropriate, either with Ministers or 

officiel5, He sho\tld receive a wri�ten response explaining 

Gove:r:nment.. policy. 

12. Councillor Mary Nellis, Derry CC dated 29 April to Michael

.hncrrun requestin9 a meeting to discuss funding for Irish-mediwn

education.

Trent the aame a5 Mr O'Heara's letter of 28 April (item 4) - i 

ie, a meet�ng with U�NI offficials. 

13. counc.illor Michael l•erguson, Lisburn Borough Council, dated

23 May to Mr Mosa, regarding the standard of local housing flats.

councillor Ferguson has already raised the matter with NIHE. 

could be offered a meeting with DOE officials, 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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