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CONTACTS WITH GOVERNMEN'C: SINN FEIN, PUP AND UDP
Now Lhat Lbe Minister has nad a second meeting with Sinn Feln (and
“he Secrectary of State has net Mr Adams; we seem to nave reached tre
point where it would be appropriate to inplement the new pollcy on
contacts with that party, which the Minister expiained te them at
=he meeting of exploratory dialogue on 13 May. The policy also
applies o the PUP aud UbLP.
zdvicc Lo Deparctmehts
i IL would bc sensinle to issue advice to NIO Divisions and tne
Northern Iire=land Departments (including their Next Steps agenciles)
50 as To ensure that all parts of the Government inachine understand
CPL MA.N/1636 '
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new di usdel jries wilden we have agreced with Central Secretarist

-

These dcal oot only with the guestion of meetings with Minlsters

ai.d
ofE i erals but. GLSONEEYerimdnt: receptions  official Mailing 42sks ‘i

vublic appolntmenls.

poL yet ¥éady £0r Sinn Feim snd the ' Loyadistd to ke invitedilie a.l
|

i Ke EHe O e s pat @ T aT @R CUNIITRIES "iTah e

m
~
(]

where legislation requires, Lhey would not nrormally consider

représcukatives-of Lhe 3 ,parties «for publ ic appoliEments.

Paragraph 9, S

fuL

3 pacties to be placved on Departmentai mailing listsg. (The PUP

1
already receive official papers because of the speclal position of

Hugh Smyth).

2. I.sheuld be grateful  to hosew L8 wAe Minister s content for

Lthe guidelines to be issued.

Outstanding Requesls

4. 1 actach av Augex B & T35, jwompliecs oy Cehtial Secretarial,
of the outstanding requests from Sinn Feir for meetings with

Ministers or officlals - 14 in total.

2 are far outs de agenties ey the Sowthern Hcalth
Roard) ;

6 are more apprupriate for meetings with officials
(including IDB), and

the remaining 6 are mere appropriate for a written
response, and do not reguire a neetling.
5. rhis means thalL, of the 14 requests, neone would secure a
Ministerial meeting altlhough some 1ssucs may be revisited in XD.
This 15, however, wholly in linc with how they would be dealt with
1f the reguesLs had come from the other parties withh whom Lhe

Goveriuient aiready has normal relations.,

CONFIDENTIAL,
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Recommencatlions

6. i shousg bETgEateru) Lo Know 1 vie Minieler is conlLént o

tlie draft guidanee at AZheR A Lo Dée lssued, and, [HL 4he 0l stalned X

requests fr'om Sinn Feln at Annégx g Lo e

o

deall wilh as recoimmended
1
in that annex, subjeut alsw to Baroness Denton’s and Mr ot =

= Mos5"'5

épprC)Vd.L W) AppIop:r ldate cases.

§ovadieistog

D BROORER
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CONFTOFMNTTL].

GOVERNMENT CONTACTS WITH SINN FEIN, ‘'f'HE PROGRESSIVE UNLONIST PARTY
(PupP) AND ULSTER DEMOCRA'TLIC PARTY (UDP)
Guidance to the Nortvhern Ireland Office and Northern I

, Departments

L
m
=
o]
o
Fa

This guidance, which has been agreed hetween CPL and Central |
Secretarial. and approved by Ministers, provides advice on How
bepartments should respond to requests t

the PUP and UDP.

or meetings with Sinn tein
I Ieplaces Anues B oo ihe Centrai Secrecgriat
Circular 1/91 hecaded "Access to Govermrent.” lssued by Mr Hamilcon oo
28 January 1991, which is now disapplieaq.

The New Policy

2n Ministers advised Sinn rein cn 10 May, and the Pu¥ and UbY oO:

16 May, that so long as exploratory dia.ocgue continues they would »e

ready to consider requests from L(:‘presentative:' cf thouse par_Lies, sy

meet Ministers and ofticials, on thelr merits. {Ministers had

alregady @mtuwead ed §iseh LB yean= s Ak Lhey were prepared . Lo
receive cross -party delegations from District Councils in which

mempers Oof Sinn rkein, the uUdP Or Pur were included). 1t was also

made clear that =

=5 requests f{rom these three parties would be dealt witrl

oNn Lhe same basls as

T

equesls [ron oLher parties;

the three parties could not expect automatic access toO
Ministers and that, 1l a meeting were justiflied, it

might often be move appropriate, as wilth olher parties,
for it to take place with cfficia.s responsible [or the

matters in guestion;

= it might be more appropriate for the matters ralsed 'o

be dealt with 1n exploratcry dialogue rather than in &

sepazate meeting with Mirnsters or officilauls;

- the policy appiied to representalives of Sinn Fein, .he

UDP and PUP - je not just glected representatives.
CONFIDENTIAL
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( lHandling Reguests
| 3 © ££ PSS ESIeBREHESIE the following points in ming when

assessing individuai :reauests -

18 . . r !
S INEUERE G ISToRLE JEIRSISIEKEI0 (= SISGILE Tl | SUTH GO RYE SOL T

the basis Lhat [t will cuntinoue in ovperation only so

lon loratgory

dialogue continuves.

The policy
erefore fave Lo e gevicieds agaisn gt it/ ,
were eXploratory dialcgue (either with Sinn rein

Loyalists) o break down;

(0T I (=

that eacli"CaRse”’ sheuld be assessed on Wts merigs, Lokt ig

inte account how similar reguests from the other main
(Inn that cunnecltion
Vivisiong may wlsh To consklt Central Secretariat
Cirewlar I/31 df Jcoess to Cowcrmnient, sizeulated Dy
Mr Hamiluon on 28 Januwary 1991, which gives general

advice on how Lo LEEPIRE LI RETqUesS ES I LOT meetings fron

the politic

eYs);

(+]]
}—l
e
4]
(3]
t
'_1.
We
)]
o
=
0
(]
r +
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that in many cases it may be appropriate to offer a
meeting with wfficigls, 'Father thatn Minlsters, or Su

deflect. the request Lo another agency - for example the

Northern Ireland Heusing Executive or an Area Health or
kducation Board. Again, the guiding principle shoulc
be how a similar request from one of the other parties

would be dealt with;

that the subject maLter mignt be more suitable for a
meeling of exploralory dialugue ralher than a separate
meeting with Ministers or otticials (the type of matter
talling within this cateqgory miglit normally be NIO
business such &s political develiopmenlL, prisons, etc -
and see paragraph 5);

CONFIDENTIAL
CPL-MAIN/1636
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COMNFILENLLAL

that thc new policy appliss to auny representatives ol
Sinn tein, the UDP and PUP not jusl electea

repregentdtives;

that the three parties should not

D& trcated more
=
favourably than the other parties

either as to the
granting of meetings or the level or representation i°
meetings are approved.

4, When handling individual cases it would be helpful 1if

Departments and NIO Divisions could toliow a two-stage approach -

first, take a view on the merits of an individual
requesl, having regard Lo cthe factors mentloned above

and

second, vance draft advice has been formulated, consult.
CenLral Secretaria. and CPL nefore the case goes back

to Private Office.

s . Central Secretariat and CPL will! then consider, in

consultation with SIL and others as necessary, whether to recommend

that the matter is more appropriate to exploratory dialogue or
whether other special handling arrangements are desirable. Centra.
Secretariat and CPL will strive to ensure that ~he various reqguest:;

are handled in a cousistent manneg.

Drafting of Replies

6. It would be heipful if, in drafting repiles to Sinn Fein, the
PUP or UDP, Divisions could bring out that 1in responding to a
particular request the party in question was being dealt with on t.e
same basis as other parties. ‘Whis will help to reduce friction if
the three parties a:e not given the jevel cf treatment they are
seeking.

CONF I DFNTIAL
CPL MAIN/1636
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F
= Irn terms of sty.c, e three
‘ﬂ pbe dralited on a similar basis as rep.ies @ the other parties.
’( Taws -~ DepintaehesICReld #eell Tree to provide whatrever written
information they would normally supply to other outside agencles.
' The style should, however, remain formai.

Receptious, Presentatioug ang Ocher Hospitallity ?

8. Ir. recent mouths Sinn Fein, the UDP and PUP have oesen 1lnvite:

toe CGovernment L[uncticons from wihich, hitherte, they were excluded (¢g

the Prime Minister‘'s Economlce Confterence 1h Belfast
1994 .

in December

There will continue to be occasions when, 1n the lnterests

of securing gross—party involvement

1% would be appropriate to
the UDP and PUP te specific
events, in addition to the other main part

invite elected mewbers of Sinn Fein,

TE e

¢s. Before doing so,
however, Branches should coasult Centra. Secretariat and/or CPL.
e

Until Ministvers are ready to treat the tnree partiss on exactly the

10

same basis as Lhe other parties for purposes 0L polltical

development discussions it would be premature to assume that they
should be routinely invited to official functions aiong with the
vother parties. Their a:.tendance 1s .ikKely to be the exception
Father LHamthe Culies

Official Documencs

9. Sinn Fein, the UDP or FUP should now be sent coples of

published official documents on the same basis as the other parties,

Public Appointments

10. Ministers wish Lo continue the policy whereby Sinn Fein, the

UDP and FPUP would not. normally be considered for public office, save
where as now, for example, legislation leaves no discretion with
Ministers or Departments in accepting a District Council
nomination. Departments chould advise Central Secretariat
immediately if 1L appears that representatives of any of the three
parties will fall to be considered for such appoiatments.

CONFIDENTIAT.
CPL-MAIN/163b
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Contact Points

0, This guidance has ldentified <he main
are likcly to have to corsider;
always bhe glad to advise on the

1ssues which Departmen: s
Central Secretariat and CPL will

S€ Or any other issues that may
arise. Any equeries shoyld be addressed to Central Secretariag
(01232 281%8 or 28161), or CPL (telephone 0171 210 6575 and 6576).

CONSTI'TUTIONAIL AND POLITICAL DIVISION

CENTRAL SECRETARIA'
MAY 1995

CONFIDENTLAL
CPL-MAIN/1636
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SINN FEIN: REQUESTS FOR MEETINGS

The following is a list cf cutstanding lecters from Sinn Fein

Councillors, together with advice on how they should be handled
under the new policy.

Mr O'Muilleoir’'s letter of 25 April to the Secretary of State
to discuss the occupation of the Whiterock industrial estate by the

-

!

British Army and the Government's failure to accord lrish language ;l
parity of esteemn.

Officials would not recommend a meeting to discuss the

Whiterock industrial estate. The reply to Mr O'Muilleoir

should simply explain that the armed forces’ use of the estatz
reflects a contlinuing security requirement and if that if the
party wish to raise the issue they can do so 1in XD.

Mr O‘'Muilleoir could also be offered a written reply on HMG's
approach to the Irish language and advised that this too has
been raised in XD.

[

Mr O‘Muilleoir’s letter of 25 April to Michael Ancram on the

De la Salle, Meanscoil Feirste and other Irish-medium schools.

A meeting could be offered with DENI officials.

3. Mr O‘Muilleoir‘s letter of 25 April to Baroness Denton about

the effectiveness of the IDB in West Belfast, and Conway Mill.

Mr O'Muilleoir should be diverted towards a meeting with IDB

officials. The reply, which should also cover 1 and 2 above,

should explain the current policy on Conway Mill without any
offer of a meeting to discuss 1t.

CONF IDENT AL
CPL-MAIN/1636




CONFIDENTIAL

4. Mr O'Heara’'s letter of 28 April to the Secretary of State on

funding for Irish--medium education.

Mr O’'Heara could be offered a meeting with DENI offlicials.
A meeting with Ministers would serve no useful purpose since
| the Secretary ot State has decided that the declsion to permch
MAw funding for Meanscoil Feirste should not set a precedent |
for other iIrish language secondary schools.
q

b Mr Martin‘s letter of 1 May to the Secretary of State on
traffic disruption caused by ramps in Fermanagh.

Does not justify a meeting of any variety. Mr Martin should
receive a written reply advising him that ramps at security
force bases will remain in place for no longer than security

force commandevs consider necessary, and that any concerns

about gpecific locations should be sent to local police
commanders direct.

6. Mr Martin’s letter of 1 May to Baroness Denton to discuss job

losses at Unigate.

A commerclal decisioun, entirely for Unigate. Therefore a
short written reply and no meeting.

7 .

Mr Mackey’s letter otr 1 May to the Secretary of State
concerning economic and social matters in the Omagh area.

A meeting would not be warranted as Councillor Mackey was
present aL a meeting between Mr Moss and Omagh DC on 22 May
1995 when these issues were discussed. This should be
explained in a short written reply.

CONF1DENT1AL
CPL-MAIN/1636
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9N, Mr Groogan’'s letter of 3 May to the Secretary of State on . |
rural Irish lanquage school. ‘

| G:ad
4‘*7&':
Does not justifly a meeting. A written reply, explaining - t%:77
Government policy, wouid suffice, 1740
h

g, | Mr Reeley’s letter of 3 May to Mr Moss to discuss health
matters in the Dungannon area.

Not for Ministers. A matter for the Southern Health and
Social Services Board.
ol fo 8 Mr McHugh's letter of 3 May to the Secretary of State on

planning regulations in Fermanagh, inward investment, etc.

Meetings could be offered at official level with DOE Planning
Stafl ‘and IDH.

11. Mr Mackey’'s letter of 1 May to the Secretary of State to
discuss Lhe continued ban on Conway Mill.

A meetinyg would not be appropriate, either with Minlsters or
officiels. He should receive a written response explaining
GovernmentL policy.

2% Councillor Mary Nellis, Derry CC dated 29 April to Michael
Ancram requesting a meeting to discuss funding for Irish-medium -
education.

]
Treat thc same as Mr O'Heara’'s letter of 28 April (item &) - |
ie, a meeting with DENI offficials. \

fliae; Councillor Michael Ferguson, Lisburn Borough Council, dated
23 May to Mr Moss, regarding the standard of local housing flats.

Councillor Ferguson has already raised the matter with NIHE.
Could be offered a meeting with DOE officials,

CONFIDENTIAL
CPL-MATN/1636
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