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TAOISEACH’S SPEECH TO THE OGRA FIANNA FAIL ANNUAL CONFERENCE:
SATURDAY 16 APRIL

I attach the text of a speech made by the Taociseach at a session on
"Northern Ireland = Working for Peace" to the Ogra Fianna F&il
Annual Conference on Saturday 16 April. As an address to the party
faithful, the authorship lies within Fianna Fail rather than the DFa.
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Speech by the Taoiszach Mr. Albert Reynelds, T.D.,
at a session on ‘Northern Ireland - Working for Peace’,
Ogra Fianna Pdail Annual Conference, Grand Hotel, Mzlahide,
Saturday, 16 April 1994 at 4,15 p.n.

Achiev'ng paace in Nogthern Ireland, that will be jusE and

z tical oblactive, I an
dell hted that Ogra Flanna Fail hasg devoted & substzantial tim
fied by the strong suppext f

throughout the Faeana Fail

’-.

g is ourx mcegs presaing ol
-ce debating this sopic, I am gracd
the peace process <That exi
exganisation and ameng the pubklic at large.

Movament in the Houth of Treland, and what bridgas need t2 be
buile, Lo achisvs psrmantnt peace. 3ut egqually we have <¢
racognize that traditional apgproaches ars manliestly nct enough
to break the loag political stalemate. While ré&cegnrizing the
Nationalist nightmare and upholding the rights of Natichalists,

we must continually reach out to the Unlonist community, reviving
somathing of tha spirit of the United Ixzishmen, which has been
naglsacted for far tao lony.

T welcomas the presence hers of Counalllar Michael McGimpsey, who
I pelieve nas United Irish ancestry. Hea and his brothex have
shown 2 willingness ovar the last 10 years td engage in dlalegue
and debats with Nationalist Ireland, Northk ahd South,
forthrightls "Ppréqaw ing Unionist views, whether in the New
Ireland Torum, the Supreme Court ©X in recwnt political talks and
centacts. But I do now intend to embarrass Michael wilk the type
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Gt cogt him veotes!
/| Lhe Tlgter Unicnist Parsy are the two largest
Thore 18 a responsibility on us both
to free from the present violent situatlien, and to
join in a2 better future for ua all in the land we

love,

The case taxen by Michaol and Chris NMceGimpsey about tne

af served an
inmporrant purlic function, in clariiying the relationshly of

Article 1 ©0f Lhae Anglo-Irish Agreement with dte consent clause
g 2 &nd I ol the Constitution, The Supreme Cour

=
that tha pursels of Izish unity requiraed by Articles 2 and
a8

eminsntily compatiblea with wna absolute rogquirement of ¢onsent and

with the epiris of antlicle 29 on the peaceful resolution of
disputes,. in otter woxds, while holding to our view that
partition 7¢ years sgo was wreng and that Ireland Qught to be

y united, as Qi xight, eccegtance of the reguirement

Sinn Péin, thar it
people 0f Northern

treland ince a united Ireland, Thet raallzy was alse racognized
by most Republican Leacers back in the 1916-21 pericd, with the
)

provise, whicn was not cbsearved, that ainority rights in the
Noszth be Zfully rceszosead. If it 1s wrong te cosrce a majoulty
in the North, then wnat 1s Lhe point of ceoatinued armed struggle?
Respacted Ropublican leaders ¢f the past always knew when thelr
own people wers iaurting, and when it was time to end the armed

conflict.

T do
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South. On the contzary, theze would be a real danger ¢f ccmmunal

whizh has political situation at xegular -

on all sides and <hse ostablighment of a halanced framewerk for
move tha gourcion of

hé Maticnalist papulaticvn by 2cme of the gecurity forcas and 2y
censtitutional ground rulas will operate, there will be no basis
ar the threat ¢l physzical force, which, for cxampla, hrought
doewn Sunningdale and which tried to bring down ths Anglo-Irizh
"Agreement, and whizn is & real impodimant $o political progress.
No paxty has a gelitical vera.

Equally, the (braat of cuerslion vis-g-vis the Unioniat community
will also be romoved, and they czn feei freed fron any perceived
t 4g¢epning that there wire gsexious

was foundecd, trhara can be

no gquestion at this 3tage ¢f using a majority in the island ss

$iegd py Naticnalisie., Whils
flaws in the way that Northern Treland

whole tc override the constitutlional wishes of the people of
Northern Ireland. Physical viclsnce 5
cf many people in the Nerth and impd
economie progress, muEt ssase. £
pGACSe t6- Northesn Ire.end, T will boa: with fortituds pelitical
n edga that T will havé done a

he Norzth, Unionlst and Naticnalisge

b3

eriticisme of my 2cle, in cth
zervice 2o al. tian peopls of
alike.

mada consicerasls jpucgress, that the situasicn has  been
glgnificancly altezed, and tha%t in due cours3d peace will bhe
achieved 7= wag nover 3aing =0 ha easy after 28 ysers of
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violence., Ths Iears, susplicions and distrust on all sides are
tanse, - we know frem peace procssscs Ln other parts of the
that progrsss s d{fflcult, 2ad that Lhexe can be many
sethacks aleny the way. 3Bug I will not be di ve"*ed oy deflected
eace now, iLn accord with the c¢lear
the peoplé througheut this island.

wishes of the vast majority o ¢
1 am not end navar havs pean engaged in the apreasement of those

Who resort to viclensa, But I will ¢ontinud to use all my powers
0% persuasgion O tunvince them that there is anovher and a bettar
way, vecégnising that thesa ergagec in violence for 25 years mus%

o8 weanad away frim it hy const ive debate, by showing that
the pursuit of leg‘ timate political o2jectives can no longer
juscify the taking of even cne mere innocent life. The

Declaration pyavides an alternalive democratic framework £cor
"political prsgress, ramoving the last vostige of justification
for violance.

Further political progress will be much susier in cenditicns of
Pedce, Then 21l parties would be at the negotiating tabla, and
hat they would Le nagatiating would be a peace settlement in the

:ul.esh serse ¢f =he word. That stag? is long overdus,

Raglistically, a unitad Irsland by agreemant 1ls & long~tarm goal,
when we put on the Lakie the Government ¢f Irxeland Act 1920
alongaide Articles 2 and 3, we must az the very least insist on
the restoration of the political haiance and the safeguards for
the Nationalist ¢ommunity that wars present, on paper, in that
Act. The princ;pl of Irish gelf-dersrminaticen impiicit {n the
firgt Angle-Irish sattlemant of 1920-1 is now exélicitly
recognised by the tritish Government in the Joint Jeclaration.
They have pladged co act 22 persuaderz fox an agreement betwesn
the peovlse of Treland North and South, whataver that involves,
and everyona has Lo raccgnise their seriousness in making such

a commitmant.
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inszitdtions thal raflsct boun the practical neads arising

from European integration and the recognition of the senss.

0f identity of a substantlial seation of the Northern
pepulation, As long as ths North retains ccastitutional
links with BRritain, there muat bhe corresponding
ingtituticonal links bestwean North and South as previded for
at the tine of partition;

Sevondly, the principles of aguality and paxity of esteem
betwess the two communities in the Nogth must be translated
into realivy across the board, as far as practicable.

Bath of these demands fzom Nationalists are from any poiat of

view reasonable ones, without prejudice ta the poesibility of

subssguent conatitutional change by agresment and cornsent.

The peace dividend will bring increased economic benefits Nox+h
and Souti., in ternms of Iincreased investmsnt, tourism and trac..
Redources will b2 switched by hoth Governments out ol security
and into the market sactor. T attach a high priority to
realizing the great poetential of North-Senth oconomic
cocperaticn, which would be initially the mein focua of Northw
S8outh institutions, and which c¢ould bring as many as 75,000
additional jobs,

It is often claimed that Irish ualty would be economically
unvisgble. ‘i;disaqrae. Living standavds and productivity NoXth
and South are converging rapidly, and in the long-term a untted
Ixeland should bs more viable and dynami¢ than twe smallex
economies., The preagnt British gubsidy, which British taxpayezs
will not pay £for in perpetuity, is distorted by tha security
gitvation, and by Nerthern Ireland’s very high de, mmdence on
public csactor employment. Indeed, the Irish security
contribution is three tv four times more per capita than in the
v.X. Ovar & iong transitional peried, a continued British

gubvention would be nesdsd Lo prevent a dyvop in living siandards.
© PRONI CENT/1/23/70A ~ ’
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an confident that tha Unized Ststes (n parsicular would De
pragazred £o medY @ gRnezous and cons

& radical policicai g=zttlemént. . 3u

Irzland thnat oxists from Presideny Clinten down, din the
Adminiztraticn ne leadersg of the Irizh-Amsrican

cemmurity, some of whenm now c:cupy poNarsy paaitions, woeuld do
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for Irzlana, what the Jewish community .n the United States have

done for Israsel, though much less weuld oo needed.

wiuid no lcager regulrs a British army
precenca on the streaus of the Nerth., New policing structures,
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wlitl mere even.y representativae saligling parsnnnal and dévaluped
on 2 community basis, ceuld transforn public confidence in, and

attitudas towards, Lhe police.

Zarlier fhig wais, wnen I launohsd a 2eak cn the higtory of zhe
Izigh Cocperative Movemant founded Ly Horace Plunkett, I was

cf cengtructive
Unioniam, {onstructive Untoniag a% tho tirn Af the gfnoudy Alass
plaved a parrt in the amicable ending of Landlordism, the

haritege insluding the Irisa language.

T™he gualiflied support ¢ the Ulster Trnionist party last Decembar
for the Downlag Strden Declaration way in Lhe best tradition of
sonswructive Uniecnlsm. 7 admired Jim Molyneaux for saying that

ag leader of hls party ne did nan want to bhe responsible, for
3% much as a siayglas day. Histery will

1t le net easy for sithaer community o be constructive, when
ity bas ©bDeen under physical attack and
widaticn for 25 vesrs. T do not of ecourse ignore the

grave nisdemeansurs o8 ths past, nox thé nogative
vgaponzibility bOrnd in greater ¢r losser degrse on all sldes for
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sun will ke taken out ofT

cveryone will® adopr a
condLructive aggroadh in 4 new atmosphere to Lhe consolidation

We too in Flanna FALL will have a leading vesponibility in the
tO ke creitive ang

J - - ¥) o LI ] - - & .
gitvuaticn chat follows. we will have

guax that 22 part of our approach we areg
as~reaching guarantaes of the rights and
the Unlenist schmunity as well as the Naticualist

community, lrsluding protecticn of the ceontinging zight to dual
aitizenahip, wholhoer in the present context, or go that they ¢an
participate Zully as of right and with conlidence from the start

, =
in any new and egreed Treland. As things stand, no-one from
Northern Irsland standing a2 a Unionist o Naticnalist hes any
r¢specs ¢f participating in a British Geverwment, yat both

could play an imuartant gaxt in governing the whole of Ireland,
rest long-term . protactlen of their pogisticn weuld be to take

an active part in shaping the whele anvironment in which they

I personally would o prepared tao provide a gquaranteed 30% ¢f

ceg in an enlargad goverament, any threughout the public
sactsr, for 2s long as was necessary, 40 mambers of the two
communities: in the North in propszzion to their rea?ective
population, in accordants with systems that have been davelopad
on parte of the Zuropean Contineat. Partnexship Governmsnt would
acguire a whele néw neaning! There could also bae, if desired,
as part 0Of thar tramewcyk a reglona’l respensibility-sharing
Gevarnment. Even undaer 2 more limited gettlemsnt, that might be

s
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Tha eguaglica of satisfaczory

ezoncmy could br;ng:
greater cs;er; 0 Already 3oma of our
prcg:es-iva schonaee, siderly, are more
generous,

than at prgsant, end csuld halp Lo secure a better deal foX
ners and Tor infrastructural imgrovement. Differences

agieleticn ayxe disappsaring, and indeed jin many
ragrects tn& atmosphors of Irish society ls now mora liberal and
Horeth., For exanpgla,

Jife here, the trade

and weé have more

anlightened soclal iegislation, in many axsas, such as equality

in the tag code, on rape, and Hirths outside ¢f marriage, The
contributisn ©f those fxom the lzish Protestant tradition {a

universally reccogriised and hornourad, and there has long since
Yeen complete social Integratisn ia thiz part of the country.

It i timg fox «ll of us Noxth and South to shed the steraoctypes
ggt, ¢ Llose the yawning scliticsl qulf that has opened
h cieny since 1886, ana to f£ind modeza ways of living
and workiag ucwsther, evan (f for semg Lime to come a greatar
T tha North prefar Lo atay pulicically apart. Between

a scverelgn United Xingdom

and & scversign {(nized Ireland here s a large rocm for
cempromise and mutial & and for a stepy by step
approach g§i building  confidance and préemoting national
reconciliatisn and co-~oparation. A futuze united Ireland will
ke as diffgzant froem sthe medel conceived in the 19302, as the
united Germany of toaday is from the United Gexman Empize of 1871,
Such an Irzeland wiil inevicably take shape in the context of a
lcaer reiectionvhip with 3rizein, and ¢f parxtnership
in the Zuropean Unicn, with the clese friendship and strong

sconcmic ties with the Unitad States also playing & key role.
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concentrate - in’ & sgpivit of pragmatism on the peagtical

(78]

possibiliticze cf making immedlate progress here and now, In that.
ragard,; peace s the Iir3C essantial stsp, and the Master key
ehat will open asl decrs zo the future,
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