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A4 May, 1996. Qifig an Taoisigh
Office of the T4oiseach

The Right. Honoumble John Major, M. P.,
Prime Minister.

L.

'/

Having reflected on owr telephone conversation of yesterday evening, and on
earljer exchanges between us and between our officials 1 am writing to
underline my belief in the impartance of remaining with the words you used in
'your article last week on the decommissioning issue, "decommissioning will
also need to be addressed at the beginaing of the talks and agreement reached
on how Mitcbell's recommendations on decommissioning can be taken
forward, without blocking the ncgotiations”.

I believe our conversation last evening was useful in focusing of the value of
using only the wards of the Mitchell Report in providing references for the
Decommissioning Sub-Commitee. [ enclose 2 proposal o this basis for those
Terms of Reference.

I believe we now need to redouble our efforts to agree on remaining issues for

the talks procedures. I believe this can be i}onc at tomorraw's Conference. |
look forward to speaking to you again later in the weck.

Yours sincerely,

~ Qifig an Taoisigh. Tithe an Rialtais, Bailu Atha Chath 2,
Offics of the Taoiscach. Covarminent Duildings, Dublin 2.
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Proposed L'erms.of Reference of Snh-Committee

on

(a) To sccure agreement on the modalities of decommissioning on Lhe basis
of the guidelinus contained in paragraphs 36 to 50 of the Report of the |

International Body.

l (h) To-consider an approach under which some decommissioning would take
. place during fhe process of all-partly negotiations, rather than before or
after, such that consistent with the view-of the Intemational Bady, as
prugrem' is rﬁade on po]iti;:al issues, even modcest mutual steps on
dez:‘ommissibrﬁng could help create the atmosphere needed for further

sleps in a progressive pattern of mounting trust and confidence,

| including the rol: that other confidence building measures set out in the

Repart of the International Redy might play.
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(¢) To advijsc both Governmeats, in the light of these discussions, on the

legislagve and practical implications of the course which is

recommended.

|

J
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