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2,· May,"1996. Oifig ;rn Taoisi13h 
Otfke of the .1aois�ac:h 

The R.iaht .Honourable John Major� M. P.,
Prime Minister. 

Dear
�
. . . I 

Having refiectccl on OW' telephon(? �vcrsation of y&,st.erday everung, and on
earlier exchanges between.w rand between our officials.lam writing to 

underline IIl)' belief in the im�ce of remaining with l:he ��rds you used in
·your article last week on the d�mmissioning issuc

1 11decoamnissioning will 
also need to be addressed .at the beginning of the talks and agreement r�ched 
on how Mitchell's recommendations on decom�1issiuoir1g can be taken 
forward, without hiocking the negotiations". 

I believe our conversation last _evening was .useful in focu.'ting of the value of 
using only the words of the Mitehell RepQrt in providing rcfe�nces for the 
Decommh,sioning Sulx:ommittee. I enclose ·a proposal on thi� busis for ?hose
Terms of Reference. 

I believe we now need to redouble our efforts to agree o,i rcm1\ining i��ui.:s for
the talks proced�. i believe this can be: done at.tonlOrt"Qw's Conference. I 

look forward .to speaking to you again later ·in lhq week. 

Yours ,incerely.

0 PRONI CENT/1/25/44A 

· Oifi& ,-n Taoisish. Titt'IP. Ill'� Ri�ltitis, Bailu Atha Chid, i,
Offic;ea, of thi! TM>iSG.1c:h, C0Wlmm1•nt Ou_lkf,n;:;, t:Jublin 2.
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Proposed 'l'etms of Reference of'Sub-Committ.ee 

.ml 

.... v, I V V V .I. I -r 

(�) · . To secure agreement on the modalities ofdec�mmissiorung �n Lhe basis . 

of the guide\inu� contained in paragrt�phs 36 to so·ofthe Report of the 

JntcrnaLional I3ody. 

f (b) To -r.on,sider an approach under wbich �orne �eco�missioning would take 

. place �uring the pmc:ess of all-yciz:ty negotiations,, r�thcr than befor� ur 

after, such th�t con:s��ent with th� view·ofthe Interruilional Bc,dy, as 

p:r.ogreg.� is made on political issu�� •. even mc,dcst mutuol steps on 

dec.o-ssionin.g cou)d help create the.attnotipht:re n'eedcd for furthc:r 

st�ps in a progres�ive pattern of mounting trusL and.confidence
J 

including lhe rol� li)e.t other confidence building meiiSures llet uut in the 

Rep()rf of the International Body rnight pla)'. 

0 PRONI CENT/1/25/44A 
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To advr both Govetrunents, in the light of lhuse di,;cussions, on the

legisive and practical implications of !be course which is 

recommended. 

-1 .

.I 

. I 

, I 

.· I

0 PRONI CENT/1/25/44A 
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