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I attach for your information copies of an EC press release and a

line to take,

prepared by DFP,
of the uncertainty surrounding the ceasefire.

on the effect on the Peace Programme

I will update this line to take as soon as we have further

information.
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EU S8PECIAL SUPPORT PROGRAMME FOR PEACE AND RECONCILIATION

Current Position

Defensive Line to Take

Q.

What effect will the uncertainty surrounding the ceasefire have
on the EU Special Support Programme for Peace and

Reconciliation?

It is premature to speculate at this stage about the future of
the Programme. However, the Regional Policy Commissioner,
Monika Wulf-Mathies commented on 12 February 1996 that good
progress had been made on the Programme at ground level and that

it was important that the money was kept flowing to sustain it.
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MIDDAY EXPRESS

I " News from tha Spakesman's midday brgfing.
Nouvelles du rendez-vous de midi du-Porte-Parcle

12/027 1996 -

Jacques Santer: "The Narthern [reland peace process must continue”
In a statement published on Saturday, 10 February 1996, President Jacques
Santer said: "Yesterday's bomb ateck in London is an outrage out it must not be
allowed to end the Northem Ireland peace process. Terrorism-will not solve the
conflict. Nobogy cauld have ex:pected negetiations to be easy, but they offer the
only hope of a solution, The ceasefire has stopped the spiral of violence and
. agression giving the people in Northem (reland the chance to start retuilding their
lives and giving-the European Commission the epportunity to contribute to the
financing of much needed ‘somfidence building projects. During my visit in
' Northem Ireland, [-have personnally seen how much this meant to everyone. |
" therefare join all those who call for a continuation’ of the ceasefire and for a
- determined pursuance of a negetiated solution. Yesterday's explosion must not

end the past seventeen months of hope.”
(more informatzbn: IP/96/135 - N. G. van derPas- tel: 299.01,88 - fax: 289.79.70)

Monika Wulf-Mathies: peace package deslgned to cement reconcshanon
pracess
Commenting on the bomb attack in London, Regional palicy Commissioner
' Monika Wulf-Mathies showed herself shocked'and surprised. “The situation in
. Northern ireland and the border éounties of Ireland shows-how much people on
the ground desire peace and reconciliation. This I3 exactly the purpose of the
300 million ECU peace package of the European Union which is designed to
cement the reconciliation pracess and to make ttiraversible. Good progress has
already been made zt ground level and it is important xhat we Keep the money
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| flowing o further sustain iL."

I (mere Information: H. Gerstbrain - tei: 296.69.47 - fax: 295.01.43)

Rwandan refugees: the Commission calls for the respact of human rights
and international ¢conventions

The Commission last Friday expressed ¢oncem forthe threatened closure of twe
refugee camps-in Zaire, currently hosting some 2£0,000 Rwandan refugees:
Emma Bonino. Commissicner for Humanitarian aid, appealed to the'governments
of Zaire and Rwanda te da their utmost te-ensure that protectien of human rights
and respect of Intemational conventions applying to repatnation of refugees be
fully adhered {0. She expressed her intention to follow the situation closely.
(for more information: IP/9G6/134 - F. df Robilant - tel; 296.69.40 - fax: 296.42.84)
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