GOVARNLLIT JF 1:0RTHWRL: IRZLAND

L

0 Preas &nd pPublieity Ofides
Telephcne: Sterriont Castle,
BELF»ST 63210. 3ILFAST.

.

£2th lay, 1953.

asteusarerdotibitilless N avare , N tRe dkninenee S oRNulie
gueen's Cerecnation visit to Northern irelund has givem rise
to a famber of imguirics, @nd alseo to scmerpublic BISSUSSECH,
regarding the existcrce of a Kerthern Irelund fliag. The
position is that the Unicn Juck is the only flag tnat has
been cfficially autherised and flovn. In view, hovever, of
the desire of & nunrnber of people tc fly a Tlzg distinctive
of Nerthern Ireland the Government ha2s no objecticn to the
flying, Tor this purpose, cf the Government banner.

o

This would be o EBhite flag, careying ithe Gross of
St. Gecoge (inh meq), cudi in the centre oF the Sress aWhite
six-pointed Star currying the kRed Hand of Jlster, the Star
being surmounted by the Imperiul Crovm.

It 1s not desircd te issue a forunal Government announce-
ment on the subject, but the dbeve infcrmaticn is at your
disposal for publication if you so desire. I-nguiries have
come from various parts of Northern Ircecland; hence this
explanatory letter.
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Yours faithfilly,

.~I
7 \‘;/{ L—/é:{_/(_:‘/fqu\/k':)
Gevernment Prz2ss and
Publicity Oficer.

=3 Stormeont  ye-ticday the
iter of Moo ATTmrs Mo
e, glaglaned! thed e INaT-
Ireland  fAaz  had  offical
Aition anl was astified b
he-= dic law and usage.
T7s Minisler was replving tc
A W oer s An (T (Erofiap et

2 eabout a =isiement ~f & ni=-

e lesttiter ) 29 a the IQucews

U-iverzity (b=t taerc was ro justi-
ficzLoon for Wi7c Wister fiazrazd
it was nol recognised by ihe
‘s Office.

hern Ireland was the Unicn
just as it was the fiag cf
other part of the TUnitea
Iom. Tn 1924 the Governmernt
irrthern Tretand were granted
arz < by Royal warrant and it had
a 1.2t to display thosc arms ca
mner or flag and to =av to
vgc the hanner might be put.
was that baorer which wes
werc-ally known as the flag of
Nar:aern Ireland. and the Govern-
mert had authorised its use by anv
cit:zez of Northern Treland on any
festiv- occaslon. The use of the
ha=zecr in that wayv was. therefore.
fuilr justified by heraldic law and
uszge. end it came into belng after
itation with Sir Gerald
\Urlleston. then Norreoy and Ulster
K=z of Arms.
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