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JOYRIDING

Following a public meeting in Poleglass on 8 January to air
concerns about the problems created by Joyriders in the area, the
subject has achieved a fresh prominence in the media and among
politicians: both Joe Hendron and Robert McCartney have tabled PQs
on the subject. This submission responds to the Minister’s
requests for advice at his meeting with officials on 9 January and
following his visit to RUC Woodbourne on 18 January (your minutes

of 13 and 20 January). I am grateful to everyone who helped pull

this material together.
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2n For the purpose of this paper the term ’‘Joyriding’ is applied
to the stealing (or taking and driving away) of cars for pleasure
rather than profit. Joyriding is by no means a recent phenomenon
in West Belfast. The problem of vehicle related crime in the area
first arose during the escalation in street violence in the early
seventies when hijackings were commonplace. The problem again came
into prominence at the end of that decade and particularly in the
early eighties when the level of street violence increased and a
further upsurge in hijackings accompanied the republican hunger
strikes 1n 1981. With joyriding becoming more of an issue in its
own right, rather than simply being regarded as a function of
general lawlessness and politically motivated street violence, a
number of dramatic incidents, including the death of one joyrider
and injuries to others, provoked media interest in the problem.
This in turn stimulated public demand for something to be done
about it.

S8 There were a number of responses. Reacting to pressure for
action from the people in West Belfast, the paramilitary
organisations attempted to eliminate the problem through punishment
shootings (usually knee-cappings) and beatings. Far from
eradicating it, these appear only to have added to the status and
machismo conferred by their peers upon those most adept at stealing

and racing cars.

4. A more rational and constructive approach was reflected in
the ’'West Belfast Auto Project’ set up in 1981, and one of the
first of its kind in the UK. The project was joint funded by
Probation and the Eastern Health and Social Services Board and
targeted hard core joyriders. It employed skilled workers from the
area to teach the youngsters about car mechanics by building up
scrap cars which were subsequently raced by the joyriders in
'banger’ races at Dunmore Stadium. The workers demonstrated their
commitment to the project often by working with the young people
into the early hours in order to have cars ready for a race

deadline. The project’s strengths, however, lay not only in the
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