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P20 2Y WILLIAM ROSS MY (UUP) FOR WRITTEN ANSWER BY THE PRIME

MINLSTER

To ask the Prime Minister 1if the present visit to Great

BT t2in by President Mary Robinsen is an official visit.
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BACKGROUND
President Robinscon has visited both Great Britain and
iern ireland far wmere freguently than any of her

predecessors - she was the first Irish President to pay an
ffic1al visit to tne UR (June 1996) and the first 4o visit

Horthern Treland at all in office. Her current visit to
cas included receiving an honarar

Britain, from 2-5 Decempber
egree frowm Coventry University, delivering the Rede lecture
g

t Cambridge University and the gngiish Speaking Unic
archill lecture at the Guildhaill.

described by the Irish as private, or

'] 7. These visits are
because she 1s responding to invitations from local

aorking,
jenisations and individuals, not from Government Ministers
ngagements are, howaver, clearly undertaken in her
capacity (as +his week’'s visit demonstrates), but
diven the executive nature of the President’s ¢’
tf€icial contacts with the Government or Royal F-=

she is generally met on
if v

her visits to Great Britain
‘rrival and departure by an FCO representative and,
uretien and level of her programme warrants it, by & b
eutenant or a Lord 1in Waitipg. In Northern Ireland she
met &t her point of arrival and departure by bot?
euytenant (or his deputy) and the Secretary of &
rn Ireland (or his representative). On thi
zhe was met by a Lord Lieutenant ard one of the
e etary’s Representatives will attend her departure
sthar Head of %tate carries out engagements in the
etyle, the President hias never caused any awkward: e
and her ability to respond to RBritish orgunisat
arte some positive aspects of the unigue British

ship.

months Unionists have begun to
the President’s visite, eapecia
visits since taking up cffice i
F tend funerals and enthronements
s.cern seems to be that she is behavi
and by not observing formal diplomat
semi-political visits. &
“ighlighted her visita and lie
le accusing President Robinson
col when visiting Northern Trelan~
. in Northern Ireland
AT on vf prorecol (more so than
precisely to ensure that her visits to-

s such.
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FAX

FROM: V STEELE
CENTRAL SECRETARIAT
Tel No: 01232 528164
4 DECEMBER 1996

TO: MRS K P VINEALL
Republic of Ireland Department
FCO

WILLIAM ROSS PQ ON PRESIDENT ROBINSON’S VISIT TO GB

1. I am broadly content with the suggested background note.
President Robinson has visited Northern Ireland 16 times since
becoming President; a number of these were to attend funerals

and enthronements of Archbishops.

2. We describe the visits as private, and working, where
appropriate because she is responding to invitations from
local organisations and individuals and not from Government
Ministers.

3. A recent documentary on local BBCTV highlighted her visits and
in the course of the programme David Trimble, Leader of the
Ulster Unionist Party accused Mrs Robinson of not observing
proper protocol when visiting Northern Ireland. Mr Trimble'’s

assertion was incorrect.

GR.7750




	proni_CENT-1-26-25A_1996-12-04_p1
	proni_CENT-1-26-25A_1996-12-04_p2
	proni_CENT-1-26-25A_1996-12-04_p3
	proni_CENT-1-26-25A_1996-12-04_p4

