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PQ BY TLLIAM ROS· Ml' ( UtJP) FOR WR.t 'l"T�N ANSWER BY THE PRIME 

MlN .l S"rt-;R 

�o �st t�P Prime Minister if lhe present viqi to Grca� 

·� by President Mary Pnbinson �s an off\�ial visit.
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lM.C GROUNIJ 

Precid�n- ?obi�son has visited bnth Great Br5tain and 
,ern r:--r--land far mere fr.eq1.1ent�.y than any of !1r;;r 

p . .:.deci;:,ssors - •·he \:ac· t.1'e first Iris':1 prec.;ldent t.o . r.1-..· 
,f 1 1 1 1 vi�lt to tne ui <June 1996) and the f"rs tn vis;� 

'o ��rn rrelan at all in offic�. Her c rrent visl to 
8 i ain, f•·cw'\ 2- December i-;.as it,.. uded rec�iving c.:;r hon,...1-dr 

e.� ·c·e frorn Cove:1+- r.y university, del iverin,9" the Redt. lec.r ire
t C.:=¼rnb.i- ..:.d ..;e Linivers.1.ty and the C:ng.u.sh Speaking Un.

chill l �ttce a� the Guildhall. 

-hese v'sits ate described by the Ir�sh as private,
rrJi;1.,.,lJ, beca�.se .:she is responding to invitation5 �rom l:::ic2 ... 

,.,. t'":;,.t inns and in. i.v:iduaJ.s, not f·rom Government: M .... nic· e:r 
...,gag""'ment:c: a·-·e, how�3ver, cl€>at 1y ,·nd�r.t.ciken .ln hPr 

r� ,acity (a� ��is week's v:sit demonst�ates), bu� 
�iv�n thP Pxec•�ive nature of the Preside�t·� .< 
-ff. c1·1 �o,��cts with the Government or Royal F-

r-c- , · si�,: to Gre,:i.:: Br.it�.;in she is qene .... aJ ly m�· on 
·r �va. arJ departurP by �n FCO repr�sentati�e ana if

u .. <;; .- •. n -nd leve� of h.-:::::- o:rog:::-a!"r.me , ,3rranti; it, bv • i.., 

f'' .. t:?n"'nt or a Lord in Waiting. In Northen: Ire.L�11:1 stJ
r�et at h�r po· .t. ,...Jf arriva: and d�part.;r"'.: by bo• l 

et�Pnan� (or his deou�y) and �he Seer t-ry �
L • 

r• Ir�l,;1nd �or :1�� rppreseri-1:.�tiv�). On tl:i 
.·hP 1t. ':l5 • e·"" by a L ... d Lieutenant e1rd o. e of t-\-� -

�0� Pt rv•� Repr��en���ives �ill a�tend he d@oa-tlre 
;. � � 

nther "@�d o� Sta�P �a�ri�s out engace,ents in ��� · 
'" .. Y 1.H, L:-i • ?,.-es i de'lt. .:as ::-.i?Vl?.r ca·.H,ed any uw. Wdtr!, p 

�.d ��r ability �o ·espo1d to Frit' h orgJI i�-� 
••-t:f! :=-.ornP r,o,it."ve nspec-U, of tl"e t:nique ;,..-.::..+-i""h 

the q 

Sh.:.p. 

montns Jnion1st� have begun �a 
.. _!",p "r0 .,idc..nt's v.�c::Lc.c:, :."'p�l""4d

v.i _: t-s ,;;i:we ta!.: i.nq un c;f - i....:e · :'J
tend f nP�a1s aDd ;n-hronPmen�s 

.cern �eerr·s to be tn · +: slle ii:; ber.av · 
a.d h. not o:,servina fo!i'T'a.1 cir1oma·

c-�1 '-pol�t j..-.al V181 E;, A
. · qh, · '�t11_..:,d l:rnr 'ls·. t'. and J. 

1.:- e1C�',-;1..ng P.·e·i en"" Rob:!'svP 
t �.::.. wh•.;., v-is · +-: :;g Nor·hern :re lanri 

1r. N("),t�tiPrn !!�e ... 

p ... '2<.is..:ly 
" .:,Jc:!-i. 

on >= p�o-co··o1 (r,ore � ! t�an 
to � sure tha� he� v:R.t: tc 
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r·co 
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FAX 

FROM: V STEELE 

TO: 

CENTRAL SECRETARIAT 
Tel No: 01232 528164 
4 DECEMBER 1996 

MRS K P VINEALL 
Republic of Ireland Department 
FCO 

WILLIAM ROSS PQ ON PRESIDENT ROBINSON'S VISIT TO GB 

1. I am broadly content with the suggested background note.

President Robinson has visited Northern Ireland 16 times since

becoming President; a number of these were to attend funerals

and enthronements of Archbishops.

2. We describe the visits as private, and working, where

appropriate because she is responding to invitations from

local organisations and individuals and not from Government

Ministers.

3. A recent documentary on local BBCTV highlighted her visits and

in the course of the programme David Trimble, Leader of the

Ulster Unionist Party accused Mrs Robinson of not observing

proper protocol when visiting Northern Ireland. Mr Trimble's

assertion was incorrect.

GR.7750 
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