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ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS, (AOH),

1. Rita Mullen has supplied me with an AOH press release giving the
Presidential candidates' responses of interest to Irish Americans. It is no
surprise that inter alia MacBride features strongly. However, Bob Dole
has also some how been (sort of) sucked into the Free Trade Zone
proposal. No doubt something will be made of these points in the Irish

American press (see fairly cynical extracts attached) and they are likely to
be picked up at home.

; in Alexandria, ¢ m th.

2. I copied to you the agenda for this conference as well as my regrets
letter. The Irish Embassy were not represented. Rita Mullen went along

and gave me an impression of the proceedings. About 20 pcople attended. / ?./
Northern Ireland Bureau———

British Embassy
3100 Massachusetts Avenue. NW ¢ Washington. DC 20008-3600
Tel:(202) 588-7840/7841 ¢ Personal Assistant (202) 588-7842 « Fax: (202) 588-73805
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@  most significant figure there was Congressman Jim Moran (D)
Alexandria is in his District and, of course he takes an interest in Irish
affairs. Others there belong in the do-gooder category of clergy and
representatives of Project Children etc. From the description Rita gave I
reckon that some of the Pathfinder Group were there as well Rita said
there were many more questions than answers and that the concept of
stimulating freer transatlantic trade by making a start with bits of Ireland
did not make sense.

mmen

3. It seems clear that the Free Trade Zone idea will run a bit further here
with its erstwhile supporters having little thought or interest in the
practicality of the idea so long as it serves for the election. John Mackey
of Gilman's office will see to it that anything that moves, however daft,
will have MacBride tacked on to it.

4.  Sean McManus is bound to be pleased with both the responses on
MacBride.

Donald J Afexathder
30th September, 1996
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Congreas, through hoth  Hane--

Presidential Candidataa Questionnaire Reaponsas
Saptember 24, 1996

ce and Justice in Ireland _
e v.;he contlict in Ireland im now on the foreign polioy lqgnd. of
this nation. If electad, vhat measurss would you propose to facilitate

continued American involwement in a peace procesa?

8snatox Dole zesponse

Bob Dole bhelileves uneguivocally that the United States shculd
continue to play a rele in helping to kring an wend to -—he decades of
violernce in Norsherin Ireland. The ties between Awerica and tha Xrish
peoplie are deep and enduring. mereover, the ituazien in Northern
Yreland 13 a ma*ter cf comtinuing zoncern to millien=s »f AmeriZans of
Irish herditage ancd te Aotintless othars who are zormitted tc the peaceful
resolution of 1Lhis tragic c¢onflict. The American people have a great
atake 1n fostering efferva ©o achieve 3 lasting scliutian tc the problems
that have plagued Northern Ireland.

Bob Dole i3 pleased that the United 3Itates has tinally become
engagsd in encouraging all parties who relect wiclence, tc begin the
Frocess of negctiating a settlement to the situation i Nortnrern
Ireland. But startinrg This process 1is tneutficient. As fresid=nt, Hob
Deie will apply hisz erergies to reaching a just solutiorn. We all know
that when thre stakes axe highest, so tc:s Ls the potentfal €3r violence.
It is therefore critizal for thlie linited Scates ¢ remain engaged, te do

what {t can to arsur2 success in an undertakany £cr which so many are
asked to risk so much.

(2) Buman &nd Civil Righta Building Blocks of Desmocracy

The U.8. has asade respec: for human and eivil rights key elemonts
of our relaticns with other naticne. Britain‘'s violationa of these
Fights in the North of Izeland has been the subject of six major
inquicias from the UN to Amnesty International. If elected, what would
you do to monitor and curb these violations?

" Loy zh;P wiu succsed. He 61d & very good jobh, He
= was very fair, and this legislation T
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clinten

America nhas beei and will continue to b=z *he werld's leading
champion of humar ana civil raghta around the world, Our govarnment
pays careful attention to arnd monitdrs huran zights practices around the
world., With recard to WNorthern Irzeland, the Administration tollows
ciosely the igaue of human rights, and each vea: details its concerns in
the anrual human righ%s report :issted by the Itate Department. In our
view, the best way to eunsure the buman ernd wivi! vights of the peopie
living in Nartherr Ireland is t» achieve a just and lgacing peace there.
The <linton Administration is strongly «aemaitted Lo assisting cthe
achievement of such a peace.

Rola

When Bok D'cle 15 President. human zights will ke an integral part
of a comprehensive %3 foreign pellcy. Bob Ocle's recozd of experience
and conviction in dedicated fcre:igr polity leadership ¢ey this country
confirms his belief that Americz cajoys a unique position of leadersnip
in worid affairs. In a Dole Administration, %he United States will not
hesitate to raise humar gights issues in 1ts bilateral relatioas with
friend or foe, whenever appzopriate..

{3} fair Baployment Guidelines

A ocontributing cause of the confliet in Ireland has beaen anti-
Tatholic discrimination in employment. The MacBride Fair HEmployment
Principles have Meen acocepted by major 0.3, cmployera in the North as a
helpful set of guideliines to ansure fairynesa of employmmnt opportunity.
Will you, if elaectecd, sdvance the use of these prinoiples as a means of
adriressing this grievance in the North and require their usc as @
gondition to any U.3. financial aid?

ciington

President fSlintoa i8 3 streng Suppfrter  of  the MacBride
Principles. He has askxed Brian Atwood, the Adminisurator of tne Agency
for Ipternational Deve)copament, and James Lycnhs, the VU.S. Obaerver for
the Internationa? Fund, to cnsure thar the Pund supports employnent
projects which are consistent with the principles of equal opportunity

and nondiscrimination in employment. regardless af religious rraditions.
In addition, Presiderne Clintor has worked Yes-d to ereste employment
opportunities fer all in Northern Icreland. The Clinton Administration
is the first Administration o request funding for the Internatienal
Fund for Ireland., and after vhe cease-fire, he S{ncreased the amount
requested from Jongress. The International fund, tc which the Unitecd
States has contributed over $25¢ million, has creavred 29,300 jobs in

Northern Ireland, and the bzrder counties of the Republic gince its
inception,

et a1 e . e e

Dols

Bob Dole Etelieves that broad-based c¢cencmic oppertunity is

the
cornerstone ¢f any permanent peace in Northerrn Ired)and. He aupporta
encouraging private U.3. Znvestmernt in the MNoerth, fully consistent with
the MacBride principlieg for fair employment. Without reservation Bob

Dole supported ¢the first federal legislztion to bke approved :in the
Uniteel States Longrass whiek woold advance vrincigles of fair employment

in the Noxth as a specific policy of the United 3tates gcvernment.

2
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mhwe Apcient Otder sf ldibernians in Ameriecs
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frelanc, the border counties of the Republiil, and e MREDS. Sxns® - '

America. If enactes, this legislation wiii dramatically expa?d
employment oppoIfuniizes in areas of high unemploywent- 80b Dole's
record demonstrates priazipled support fer free trade as an engxne‘of
economic growth, It is ultimately scanomic prosperity and Job creation
which will serve as tle grearesw guarantors of lasting peace in Nortlhern
Ireland.

(¢) Extradition/Deportation Cases

Today there are more than a dozxen cuses of Irish fwn and women
being threatened with extredition/deportation from the U.3. for
violating insignificant provisions of the rulea of the Ifniqr.exon and
Naturslization Service. The Justioe Depaxtment's caacpaign to raturen
these individuals tec 2ngland is not Jjustified, is tearing apart
families, and leading them to finanoisl ruin. Would vou, if aleassd,

create a special commigsion to examine theae canct te detosmine if a
grant of Zxecutive Clemancy or paxrdon would be appropriate?

clinton

The Clintcn Adminiatration 'has followed closely <he concerns
reqarding whether Izish nationals may have beer cnfairly singled out for
deportation under our immigration lews. Beeause of these concerns, the
bPresident asked Attorney Gerneral Janet PRenc to review the handling of
these deportation cases. Follewing that review, she concluded that the
cases have beern handied appropristely and in icccrdance with established
guidelines., The Clinton Adm!nistratior will remain alert tc these
concerns.

Regarding deportaticn, the agplicatinsan of U.S. 1mmigration law
depends on the Z2a-ts of =2ach case. In some rases, =»guitable factors,
such as the presence of arn Americen child, may prsvide a basis for
suspension of deportaticn or other relief. TIn other =<a3ses, however, thoe
Executive branch. may have little Aiscretion ir. the application of the
immigration law, Rceordingly, these cases mnecessarily regquire £fact-
dependent inquiries con 0 cases-hy-cane baals.

With regard to those pecpic facing extradition. this is subject to
judicial review. The finzl decizion (s with the Secretarsy of State who
will, of courge, consider all relevant infermat:on,

Role

The United States government: must enforece its i1mrigration laws in
a fair and zeasonable rannez. Under Bon Dole's ieadersghip, the letter
and the spirit of the law will te appiied equaliy to all who seek to
immigrate to the United States. 1Ia 2xdexr vty cCorreds curcent abusss, a
Dole Administraticn will taxe the zinitiavive of dixecting the
independernt Inspestors Genaral cf the Justice Department zad the

3

R B .
The Ancient Order of Hiberniang 1p Americy

Immigration and Natvuv:zalization Sarvice
3 .
of lmproper exvraditich or depertat:on ail aillegations
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As President Ziiunton said in Dublin last year, the tragedy nof the
Trish famine brought "tha most kitterawe=t of Lblessings:--the arrival to
our nation of millions 2f new Americans "who huilt +he United States and
climbed to the top of i-=w bes: works.” Ccmmemoratior ol the famine and
the contribution af tre Irisk Claspory s Lndeec &ppropriate and we
remain prepared %o review appropriate requests to do so.

Dala :

Irish-Amezicans have wade {mpeagurable <centriduricas to  our
country. It :s erzirely fituing thet we as & nazion cfficially
recognize and corfmercrate the picneering men and woreh whod saxrificed "o
share the American dream, and to help maxe sur nation the greatest on
earth. Bok Dole supports efforts (o establish 4 naticnal cemmittee
composed of members from the Irish-Americah Commuriry chazged with that
purpose. Especiailly given that the 150th anniversary ct the pocatc
famine is upen us, tre United Stateg should recognize the events that
spurred many Iiish {n those tragic circumstances vo zeek a better ljife
in America.

(6) Policy Regarding the Family and Life

{a) The rich tradition of Izish devotion to the Catholic Faith has
anhanced their suocees and contributad to an improved quality of life in
Anerica. Today velues of ocur Faith seem under siege with public policy
which prizes corvenience over compsssion and fails to consider tha
special burden cn familiea practicing:their religious beliafs.

¥e as Hibarnians believe the family is the basic unit aof our
soclety. We should oherish and ncuriah this wellspring e¢f atrength.

As president, would you support more choica for palentzs by
allowing the issuance of education vouchers or tax credits for the
schooling of our childsen?

glinson

presidant Clinton supperts giving perents grester AQpeortunity to
choose which publiz school theirx children wili actend. HYe hag urged
every state tc pass laws thaz provide parental chcice among public
gchools. The President proposea »nd signed intc iaW The Cparcer Schowvls
Act, which provides stact-up fundy ifr charter schoois. Mis fiscal year

The Apzient Trder of Hiberniars in America
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Bob Dole belleves strongiy that choclce ever education
retuyned to tha family, wheze Lt beﬁongu.

1,500 for high 3achool srzudents from low~ and middle-income families,

attend any ec=redited scheol - pdblic, private, or religisus = that

chooges to pazticipate, The faderal ¢€unds for the

children.
Bob Dole has alsc preposed and R3usation Consumer's Warranty

set of ten assurances that parents should vreceive, on the quality,
=afety, and flexitilivy of their chiidren’s scheels, Ln exchenge for
contributing theiz hard-carned money aad enttuscing their childrbn to

the Amerlcan public schnol ayscem.

(6) (b)

As President, would yYou support the eanctity of  human life,
including parental noeifination of ep ebortion involving a minor, end

the protection of human 1ife from conception to naturxal death?

- R Y 0 oo RO R s S R D = W e

While Presicient Jlinton (s protesting a woman's
he is alseo working te rwmduce the number 9f aborllrons.
to make abortior less necessary and moze rare,

zigrt to choese,
Jur goal must be
not moére difficult and
more dangerous. Presldent Clinten supports cTntsaceptive ceseacch,
family planning, “omprenensive family life educatien, and policies that
support healthy childbearing.
The abecztion rate is dropping. Now we mus3t zcntithue to 3support
efforts “o reduce unintinded precrancies, and we call on all Americans
to take personal tesponsibility o meet this (mportant goai.
Bill Clinton has long opposed later tarm abortiona except
where neceysary To praetect the lifs of the mother. As Governor of

Arkanizas, he signed a plil rvhat barred chircd tZimester abcrtions, with
an appropriate exXcepcisn feor life or health. Fresident Clinton vaetced

federal legisiation en thirxd term abortions hecause it failed wn certain
rare and compeliling cafes, to picven%t serious trireats tc women's health.
If Congress sands Fresident Clintecn a bill rhat barred thirzd trimesater
abortions with an apprspriate exceprion for life or health, he will

sign
ehia 0
tols
Bob Dole »ryeczgnizes tha= the traditicsal family 13 the basic
building block of & sugcessful society. I* 15 thus gevernment's
respeonaibility tc protect and prumote this e&ssential institut:ion,
including protesting the rights of the unborn. 5Since 1274, Bob Dole has

opposed the Bupreme Court® Roe v. Wade decisisn lagalizing abecrgticen on
demand. He supports restricticng on aboztion subject to
of l1ife of the motrher, rape, and iNcest.

Bob Dcle supported the Psrtial-Birth RAkortion Ban Act of 1996,
which was vetoed ny Presidenc <linton. A very >xodest and bipar~isan

the exceptions

measure, it wculd have 1estri-sted a procedure <hat the National
Conference ~f Catheolic Bishops has. described as "one~f:fth abortiun and
four-£{fths infanticide."” Despite President Ciinton’s “re*o, it is clear

millionas of Americans ~- Republican, Democrat, pro-life anrd pre~checice -
- agree that it 13 time <T@ outlaw such a brutal and indefens:ble
practice.

should be
regardleas 0f income. And ans
President, he  will propase legislaticn () provide Qpportunity
Scholarships worth at least $!,922 Lor elemenzary schéol students and

Ypportunity
§cho) arships wiil De mat¢hed each yaar by $2 n1llion in astate Zfunds.

These scholarships will help give 4 millior low- and middle-income
families the financial ability; Lo chocse the baest schoois for their
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