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MR . XING
1 want to give today ay aessage to all the people of

Northern Ireland.

of Great Britain and Northern lreland, and the Taoiseach,
signed an inport;n; agrceaent; an agreement that could offer
a better prospect of 8 happier future for us all.

Ky first message to all the people of Northern Ireland
is: Dbefore rushing to instant juvdgesent. please study carefully
what that long and jmsportant agreesent - and the accompanying
coamunigue - actually say; .and remember when you do, the
background against which that agreement has been reached: a
background in which, in this provance of Northern lreland. the
®m3)0oraty are totally cosnitted to the union. but in which a
significant minority do not identify with the United Kingdoe.

l1a a democracy, both the majority and the minbxity have

rights which should be respected and. of course, there is in

majority. The majoraty have {elt threatened by the fear of
a united Ireland,
The United Xingdos Goverament has sought to give

,~ Teasurance on that point on 28 nmmber of occasions, but without
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MR. KING (CONTD.)

an accompanying assurance froa the Government of the Republic,

What the agreement seeks te do is to address both problems -
the worries of the majority comnunity abqut their position, the
worries of the minority that their voice is not heard - and what
cones out of the agreement is that for the Unionists, they have
now got, in a binding international agreement which if approved
by both parliaments will be registered at the United Xations, the
affirsation, not only of the Goveroment of the Laited Xingdom, but

the affirsation of the Irish Government as well that there will be

the majority.

What the minority can look to is, through the Conference,
8 chance for their concerns to be raiaad and to be fully discussed
and, in addition, what the Conference will provide is not just a

one-way street of representations by the Irash Governnent in

in which cooperation can be enrhanced between the Government of the
United Kingdon and the Government of the Irish Republic, and that
the opportunity for views to be put forward by myself 6 my colleagues,
on matters of concern; tor instance, in security cooperation south
of the border, and in also the most important area of concern on

econoaic cooperation in trying to help improve the employment

prospects in the province,

sense that if this agreement proceeds successfully, there can in a




genuine sense be a situa;ion in which all can gain.. For the
Unionists - and 1 stress this agsin - the solemn recognation that
there will be no change in the atatus of Northern Jreland without
the consent of the majority. for the Nationalists, a better

chance, opportunity, for their voice to be heard. For everybody

is in the intereats of al)l law-abiding people of good will, whether
north or south of the border.

I see this agrecaent, therefore, as something that holds out
a real message of hope to break out of the situation that has
damaged the whole life of the province and the econosy of the
province as well, and that offers a real opportunity for a better

future for us all.
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%&EST}ON lPRESS_ASSOCIATION, BELFAST)
You talked there about improved security cooperation on
both sides of the border. can v; expect therefore an early

meecting btheen......:..linavdibla)

MR. KING

You will see in the communique that it makes clear that
improving cross-border security cooperation will be on the agenda
cf the first meeting of the Conference and it is amy hope that the
Chief Constable of the RUC and the Commission of the Garda will) be

present, certainly for that part of the meeting.

QUESTION

In Belfast?

The next step, of course, is for this agreement to be
approved by both parlismsents and if it is approved, then 1 hope it
will be possible to arrange the first meeting of the Conference

soon thereafter, but obviously I do not anticipate.

QUESTION

Defore the end of the year or what?

MR. KING
Oh yes, I hope so, but it would be quite wrong to prejudge
the decision of sovereignh pailiaments in this matter. That is

~the next step.
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Nr. Xing,..........i0 view af the hoatility/towards it

yesterday....do you see any difficulty in saking the deal stick?

¥ell that is obvioualy a matter for the Irish covcrﬁnent.

1f there were to be a change of government in Dublin, they would

two aovereign governaents. Jt vill be registered at the United
Nations and 1 would trust that any successor governnments would
honour it, but 1f it is not honoured and if it is not respected,
then we are in a nevw situation and the article in the agreenment
makes Guite clear that the agreement may be reviewad at three
yYears or earlier at the ryequest of either government, and if

there was in any way any recanting on one side, and if there was

concerned, then obviously we would be in a new situation and we
would not be bound in the same way as we would be in good faith
and are in good faith by this signature which I hope will be

confirmed by our srespective parliamenta.

QUESTION

The Minister for Justice ain the south, said in New York,
that the first aim of the intergovernmental conference would be to

curb the policing activities of the UDR. what 4o you say to that:?

NR. KING

Nell, there is a reference in the cossunigue to the need

to enhance the public coafidence in the security forces. I have



smade this adbsoclutely clear, and I would like to say this quite-
straight, because there have bocn;sone ludicrous rumours flying
around as toluhat the implications were: that it is our concern
to enhance the effectiveness of the security forces. Public
confidence in them is important. We have been pursuing for sonme
time a policy of what is czlled “police primacy” but in 8id of the
civil power it is desirable wherever possible for the police to be
in the lead, supported by other aras of the securaty forces,
whether it be the UDR or whether it be other aray regiments and

forces concerned, But we wil) De concerned and certainly, 1 ao

point very clear. I think a lot of people see the existence of. a

confezrence in which points of view froa the minority can be raised

way to Lnionist positions or to undermining government in some

respect, I have noticed in the relatively brief time since I have

some of which J think have becan valid concerns and no government
lhould‘bo frightened to face up to those: others have been based
on hearsay, total fiction or rumour that has been allowed to
gather monentus, when 1t is actually wildly avay from reality.

] actually see it as entirely helpful to have some forum

can be established, because the truth is that sosetimes facts have

been establiahed 3n the past and if perhaps a British Minister has

Credibility that it might 1f a nationalist - somebody seen to

identify with the nationalist views having had the facts preseated
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MR. KING (CONTD.)

to him, sccepts the reality of the situstion. and 30 I think that
ia entirely falir, and.I think that can only be a2 benefit and
anybody who knows anything about Northern Ircland - indeed, the
whole of the island of lrelan - knows the speed with which

runour and misunderstanding can so easily spread,

QUESTION

May I just repeat that question, because it is not .....
suggest that a large proportion of the Northern Ireland comsunity
do not accept the security arrangeaents. What I am trying to
find out is what practical arrangesents can you foresee to make

the security forces sore acceptable te them.

MR. KING

1 have aade clear that we have had for scae time a policy
of police primacy. 1n other words, the police being in the lead
in these aatters, and the other security forces being in support
of the civil power, and you will know that that has been happening
over the last recent period.

If there are other points of particular concern that the
Conference wiahes to 'raise, they are open to raise thea. 1 make
one point, of course, clear: that in the final analysis, I re=ain
end those responsible to me remain fully responsible for security
policy, fully respansihle for all operational effects, and that we
shall obviously conzider seriously any points that will be raised,

but in those areas the final decisions wWill be ours.
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QUESTION

MR. KING

Me are in any case - and have been for a while - carrying

| We also have a

progranme of increasing the training facilities and opportunities
for the UDR, who play an essential role and a very brave role

indeed in the security of Northera Ireland.

DAVID ROSE {ITN)

A lot was made 2t the press conference yesterday of the hope
by both governnenta for a deveolved system of government. How does

Nr. Xing see a return to that and what will he do to encourage it?

I believe that this agreement does offer that opportunity.
I think some people in the past talked abouvt as thoughb
sofehow this agreesent was an alternative to devolution. I do not
see it in that wvay at all, and of course, it does have within it
the 1ncentave - if I put it that way from the Unionist point of
viev - that 1if they dislike the area that 15 open for
representations in the Conference, those matters on which agreement
could be reached for an acceptable basis of devolution will no
longer be within the temit of the Conference.

I also would hope that those representing the nationalast
party - wouvld feel able to recognise the benefits that could flow

from givang pedplo locally more say in their owvn affairs. 1




believe that this aqrc;-ent dooa‘btfer encouragesent to both
sides to enter inteo -a;ningful discussions. 1 hope that they
will do that. 1 shall seeck to encourage then to do so, and 1
shall be more than ready to listen to any proposals that they

like to bring forvard,

DAVID ROSE

Would it be open to the Republic representatives on the
Conference to put forward proposals for a system of devolved

government?

MR. XING

Actually that is in the agreecsent.

QUESTION (IRISH PRESS)
Is devolution not a lost cause having regard to the fact

that ....... SO B0 B0GO00 Ao ¢ not prepared to talk?

MR. KING

Well, we will have to wait and see. Can I just this: that
everybody knows the real problems that exist in Northern lreland:
the very dafficult ecanomaic backgrund agaiast which the province
has been working for soee tiwe. the progress that has now been made.
1 have put at the top of ay agenda actually the problems of
unemployment and to try and help improve the economic prospects,
6f which there sre now somes signs,

I hope - and I think I »w» ?ntltlod to ask - all the

politicians in poiltioa;_ot.;.sponaibl;tty.Ileadership, in the
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MR. KING (CONTD.)?

province, before rushing to rnatant )Judgaent, actunlly'to just stop

and reflect and look and aee vhether there might not be more

You will knowv that they first announced their policy of not
cooperating with ministers in any way before any of thea had read
a single word in the agreement.
lets down the people of this province.
responsibility than that. I am prepared to argue the merits of
1 an prepared to discuss the ways in which it can
be more effectively operated and the concerns that they may have with
¥hat ] deplore cormpletely 15 people who, without reading
@ single word, have actually already announced that they would not
cooperate with rinisters and that they would oppose it in every way

they knew how,
QUESTION (INAUDIBLE)

MR. KING
Obviously, the Assenbly will be very auch more effective
if it did contain within it representatives of both identities
within Northern Irelan&, but I would like to say this: 1 would
I believe that it has a role
to play. I would not like people to think that they exercise sose
sort of veto over 1its continuance or not, and I very much hope
that against the background of this agreement, which does offer
genuinely opportunities and benefita to both the Unionist and

o

the nationalist traditions an Northern lrxeland, that people will
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MR. KING (CONTD.)

I understand all too well - and who would not in my position -
the historical animosities, the traditions, the imbued reactions
that are so decply esbedded, and {f those are actually never
shakeable, Af to any proposal there is to be instant rejection
before you have read a single word of it and then atiempts afterwvards
to pretend that it hag then been very carefully read and it is a
carefully prepared policy of rejection after, if people obscrve thrat
these policies, that peopls are not prepared to consider any policy

whatsoever, then I think that 1s a betrayal of the pecple of

in Northern Ireland and all may contacts, discussions - and J have

tried to meet as many people a3 1 possibly could since 1 have taken
of occasions before - I think the vast majority of people in

to actually give it a chance and see if it can work, and that is why

1 only ask the people of Northern 1reland that they actually

read and study and then reflect a dit on not only what the agreecsent

says, but the inmplicatiopns of the ways in which it could help. Tt
It is all you can ask in a deaocracy, but I

think I am entitled to ask that because I genuinely believe that

e

it can ofter a better future for al) the people in Northern Ireland
and indeed help a lot with the economic problers that exist, not

onl)y north but south of the border as well.

F 4




QUESTION
{Inaudible except at the end when level improved).....having some
role in recommending major policies and major legislation to

protect nationslist interests in Northern lreland?

MR. KING

On that second point, you have 1ead it carefully.

you faor doing that, but you have actually eisread it and 1 will

read to you what the docusent actually says and that is why T am

I am not szaying this trying to score a quick point,

but i1t just underlines the point that people need to read it; they

need, if necessary, to seek clarification of it if they do not

uwnderstand it: think through what the implications are: because

it is not actually that they may put forward major legislation.

The actval agreement says that they may put forward views on

proposals {or major legislation.

article 3, that they may put forward views.

] obviously appreciate the preasures and the nuaber of things

going an at the present time, but you have :ead that very quickly

and you said that they say put forvard proposals for major

legislation and you wil) understand there is an ixportant distinction

betueen thea.

I do not think 1 can answesr the first point you made. I do

not of any and 1 do not know whether you want to add some

supplesentary.

QUESTION

Can 1 ask you a sup;lcmentlry on the second one. Should, in

fact, the Loyalist people use other means, other than constitutional

-het will 4{n fact stand up end

IO PRONI ED/35/1/14
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JUESTION (CONTD.)

MR. KING_

If this agQreement is approved by both Houses of Parliament -
1 an a Winister answsrable to Parllanent‘- this Government will
then proceed to give effect to that agreeaent. Belonging to the

United Kingdom, we are a3ll subject to the same sovereignty of the

o

Where does the British Covernment stand on the guestion of

MR. KING

It obviously leads on froa the last answer I gave; that

been dealt with by Parliasent. It 15 a natter for Parliament to

take that decision and I see no case for & referendum on this.

QUESTION

Just how far will the British Government go to implement the
coaing out on the streets, threats of Unionist violence?

HNR. KING
S

Can I )just aay thia: ~4f you say Unionist threats and

Unionist hostility are, sn the final analysis, Unionista going to

90000000000t B0000000800a00antt00eta0 -



J-KING (COMTD.) '“_'
come out oo strike against the achievesent of Qo-ethinq that 1.
thought was central to unioﬁist concerns throughout the years -

. Por the first time 21t is
going to be registered st the United Nations. That actually
recognises the legitiamacy of their positioo and gives not only the
assurance of the British Government, but gives the assurance of the
Irish Governsent ;s well 6 that the position of the majority must be
respeCted and that the principle of consent is now vital and
accepted by both governsents and that there will be no change 1n the
st;tus of Northern Ireland - ard that is adbsolutely clear arnd that
iz Northera Ireland as part of the United Kingdoa.
guestion is if this agreement is approved by Parliacent, that we
believe genninely that it offers very real hope and opportunity for
& better futore for this proviace. We shall see it through. We
are deterained to bring it into effect if Parliasent supports it.

J would like to make that absolutely clear. And that we shall be
anrioas, not in some aggressive way, but I hope by explaining as X
Of course it is not a
ane-wvay street. Of course, it does not give everything to one
s8ide and no undertakings or gestures or help in other directions
It seeks to be fair and respect the reasonable balance
between the posjtion ofvthc Onionist majority and the nationalist
minority and if we believe that is right we shall see it through.
I do not think I have to repeat to this audieance or any other that

the Prime Rinister iz a very deterwined lady. She iz a leader who

the Governaent of the United Kingdos of Great Britain and Nofthern
' d
Ireland vhich we believe is in the best interests of our country,

we shall babour it im good faith and seek to see it through.
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JOBN BARNARD

Since according to you, coaplete understanding of the agreesent
is central to your case, why diad the British Governasnt not take the
- same care to do advanced briefing of the Unionists as the Government

. of the Repuhlic of Ireland did for the SDLP?

MR. KING
I cannot answver the second half of that question. I do not

know whether they did or did not brief the SDLP. Ne .I;ays treat

pegotiations between sovereign countries as totally confidentfal

and that we honoured throughout and we did not talk and 1 did not

talk about the details of the agre=erent tp esither the Unionists or

pationalists._ I honoured that. The Irish Government will have to

speak for themselves. That is the only honourable position to adopt.

standing, our approach, our coantacts in discussions in forsal and

informal wvays, with the known views and known attitudes that existed.

PAUL JOHNSON !‘TBE GUARDIAN®)

Can tbe Unjionists, as they clmie, make this province

nubgovernable amerely by withdrawing consent?

HMR. KING
¥ell I do not know is the sasver to that. T thank it would
be tragic. $f people set ontlto sSee whether that was possible,
because the only people yho will actu;lly suffer out of all of this
course are tragically the people of Northern Ireland theaselves.
-

Sle mect at 3 time when I believe there are rather dbetter

economic prospects for Northern Irelaad. The econoxy is starting

© PRONI ED/35/1/14
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MR. KING (CONTD.)

to grow,

;nd at the aoeent thnt-is oot improving. but the first regquireaent
as we know is to get the economy atarting to grow and that isa
starting to fmprove and 1 could point to all sorts of indicacors
like the traffic levels, wvhether it is in airports, air freight,
whether it is in the ferries, whetbef it is in the growth of the
economy, whether it is in the export achieveaents of firms in
Narthern Ireland, whether it is pow soae prospects 1n'1nvard
investuent. These areas will all be put at risk if we get into

this sort of country of people saying: "%e will make it ungovernable:*

could see the television piétures of it yesterday which were filsed
yesterday morning butsidc'nil}sborongh'Castle. the desanstrations,
the statesents being made, and yow knoe that nobody iﬁ that
audience and those people had read 3 single word of the agreeaent.
Ncu that is =zimply not good enouéh.
lecaders, if they wish to be seen in that light, they owve a higher
duty than ghat, yes to argue froa the facts, yes to stand up
strongly for their beliefs, but not to indulge simply in
Spontanecus reaction based on ighorance and-odd tradations, anad I
do think - and I say this very clearly becquse.tbe people of
Narthern Ireland know this is trve as well - those protests and
fiemonstrations took place froa people who were actually going to
oppose anything tega;d}efs of actually what aight contaived in the
docunent. For example, if I may say.thin: I talked aboyt obne

“aspiration of the Unionist community, which was Teassurance about

[ 9
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MR. KING {CONTD.) -

Government of the Republic. That is now achieved in this agreesent
;nd 1 have not heard one Unjonist who has been shouting and
screacing for it in recent years - Unionist politician J hasten to
34d - actually pay tribute to that.

At this point I understood they attached some importance to
the Govermment of the Republic acceding to the Convention oa the
Suppression of Terrorise, | That is actually contained within
that coamunique as well and the Taoiseach confirmed yesterday bhis

I would have thought, because I believe as I
believe many Unionists do as well, that that could be an important
weapan in the fight against terrorisn.. 1 »a sorry that there has
bot been a single word of velcore that I have seen fram any

Unionist politician to that iaportant addition as well.

In the run up to the agreecent, on several occasions,
neuspapets articles have been talking about as much as Sl billion

aid coajng into Notthern and Southerr Irelana, In general, it wvas

portiona of it. Am Ilcorrgct in saying that tbere is no explacit
proaise of American -;ney to the Anglo-Irish Agreenent, but that
you pavc an understanding that morey would coome forward. Can you
tell us sceething about that process and what you expect America

to do financially?
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MR. KING ) ‘

I 4o not know, and there is no understanding about sowme
specific sus of money that niqﬁt or sight not coese forward. It
is Do secret that trhe United States, both Government, both leading
acabers of the Senate, Congressaen, take consideradle ihtcres; in
the affairs of the island of 1reland. Tt is also true that there
is considerable investment by United States companies how 1n
Northera Ireland, investment both in terms of direct ianvestaent in
pPlants that they may have here, also of course there are siqniticgnt
orders that are enjoyed by Northern Ireland cospanies which, whether
in defence or other fields, are very valuable and very important teo
us ond matter a lot for jobs.

I do not know and I cannot comepent ©on whether or not they
would wish to in some way seek to support this agreeaent, to show
their support for it, in financial ways.

I.

investsent into Northern IrelacA. I want to escourage the 1nvestaent
by American companies as well as investment froa other countries as
well, because that is very important to try to get more jobs, and I
bope that if this agreonent-is seen as a positive step farward, as
a way to improved relations between the United Kingdoa and the _
Republic of Ireland, to help tackle the problem of terroris» as well,
that caa ooly help to improve the climate for investment here and
make Northera Ireland - and wmaybe make the Republic as well, but X
am dattling for Northeran Ireland - a better and more ptttactiv;
location for more US investment, particdarly obvio}zsly for
/Aelling ptoducti $oto the Eurcpean Comaunity. That is where I

and I put that in the long term

perbaps above any questions of otbher sperial suppore.
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QUESTION
Perhaps I might ask A suppleseatary on that qQuestion.

ﬁhving accepted what you said, how irportant is it to the agreeaeant

what yon said in teras of benefits to Northern Ireland and indeed
the benefitas to the Republic, but let us assume the worst case
¥ould that ba’tragic to

ATe you resting this agreeaent or are people resting

"R, KING

I sought to make it Clear that the agreement stands qQuite
clearly in its own right, but obviously, if one of the conseQuences
is to help improve the atmosphere, the climate, for investment here -
we live in a very cospetitive world in which, in terss of the
Ancentives that we offer, in terms of the location of MNorthern
Ireland noer, -y advice is - and the last person who told se this
was the managing director of a Japanese bank - that Northern Ireland
is nov Decoaming an attractive locationa for inward investeent; for
factories and plants to be located there, saving only this
cont;nuing problen énd uncertainty about the possible threat of
terroriss or the po:sible difficulties in the political situation.

If those can be alleviated, then it can only help the econamy
of the province and 1 ho%e that the Americans would aot be the slowert
to recognise that and would see the benefits that it could bring,

J see that as most important, but the sgreement is in mo v;y
corditiocnal, and if there were to be more inveswment, that onlj
helps to reinforce the merits of the agreement which jp any case

stand ia their own righe.
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QUESTION

of mixed courts. The Conference will ar sooe time examine this

®Will it be in the near future or.........

Yhat the Prime Minister said, I think briefly,on the subject

Of mixed courts was that there is a reference in it in that
particular section of the agreesxent that the Conference would
inter a2lia coASiaer the possibility of aixed courts in Dboth

jorisdictions and what I have to say is that if this matter...the

at it in good fliﬁ‘:h, but I have to say this and there is no

opcealsest and we are quiie Clear that this is our position...we

had to do that without cooeitment, that we believe that there is
You wiil see -

I think it is in the co¥unn1qne - that it refers to the need for

‘advice fros exéortt, which would odbviously incluBe the Northern

Ireland judiciary, that 3f it was dooe it would have to be done
im doth jurisdlctlocs; and 1 therefore say - 1 say tﬂat'aq you
notice with some care - that that is our pcsition: that we do‘seo
real difficulties over this and we have made no secret about it
and we have to say that if it is discusse8, it has to be with no

comajiteent .




MR. KING
S There are two pattigulat,nspects. . One is that, obviously,
there is the situation ao the nationalist side as to whether they
feelings that they are exciuded froa the chance for their voice to
be heard and the minority do ﬁot get fair consideration of their
point of view: there is the question as to whether they feel that
tbere is no constitutional route through which that can be achieved.
The deqree to which that then enhances the support or the tacit‘
scceptance of support for the men of violence and the degree o

vhich a feeling that there are constitutional ways in which - or

institptional ways - in ;hich their voice can be heard, may help in

that ve all knov that the probleas of the border are resl: that
they have led to many difficulties in the security situation, and
enhance security, get such closer
working cooperation on a whole range of diffcteng matters affecting
secnrity'c;uld have a very direct and quite significant effect on

security.

QUESTION

But it will not wash with the IRA will it?’

MR . KING

1 a8 wot sure that the IRA are signatories to this agreemeat
and as the purpose of this agreement is to defeat the IRA and ensure
that wve do have a more effective response to yiolenco which, as ve
know, threatens democracy and parliamentary goveraoment nndﬁclvilincd

life, both north and south of the border, apd that we are

deterained to -ake'sfill more effective our'doternxﬁatlon to
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JIN ALLAN (~DAILY TELEGRAPH")
!ou'obixously recognise that Unionist political leaders are
‘;ot going #o help you éet across this agreement to the people. Do
you plan perhaps an advertising canmpaign over there to get to the

people?

MR. XING

I would obviously hope that those in elected positions of
Yesponsibility will reflect on the situation and 1 hope that they
may recognise that there are rather more merits in the proposals
than tbeg bave been prepared to recognise so far. I hope that
perh§ps scme of those they represent may have views on this as well
and may beex t; rePrésen; themo to their-elected representatives,

Y shall be anxiocus to see that the real facts about this

truth.

QUESTION

threats and resign their Westainster seats en masse in order to
Qain am electoral mandate against this agreesent, will the

' Secondly, bhas any

fwu.---...-...
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MR. XING

On the second point'. not in teras of the substance of the

agreeaent as far a3 I as awvare. Whether there have been
informal contacts I do not know, but of course, there are contacts
between the RUC and the Garda at a aunber of différent levels.
That is point 2. Point 1 was..on the question of bye-
elections, it is a- technjcal parliasentary point that the tradition
usually is that the writ is moved at the convenience af the leader,

chief whip, of the pai‘ty actually holding the seat.

IR gy xR R WE D =S
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