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! am visiting Britzin this week to mect the new Prime Maxister, Toay Biair, to
meet representatives of the Insh Commumity in Britain, to prexmote Tade, and to

My meeting with the Prizuc Minister is pardcularly impartant, as it is my first
with Touy Blair as Prime Minister. 1 am vary much loaoking forward to it, as [
believe we can develop many nsw possibilities for cooperstion in regmd to
Narthern Ireland, bilgierally and vithin Bwope  Work in each of thesc areas is
mutually reiofacing  During my visit, I will focus particularly, as I will
explain later, on the position of the Inish in Britain .

Thero aro many positive areas where structured cooperation between the two
Govammts can mest vital noads, and where we can use oxisting Exst/West

1 institutions more fully.

-

chipd B69 0N

) PRONI HSS/32/1/33/2




Ve #ew), dwwr
vYs vy [ X4

b

The most exciting arca of all for potential cooperation is in Education.

o Educational impeovement in Ireland is my own persomal priority. This is ane of
the reasans why I lsunched the [nformation Society propmals, which commit
the Governmees here %o & major vestment in training trachers in inforination
technology, aad in giving cvery child full familiarity with the poteatial of the
information super highway for educational purpases, for work, and for life.

This investmant can be made most wt<ffazive if here are elemans of
compatibility with what is being done in Britain and cleswhere. The new
British Government, plans to "wire up schaols, litrarics, colleges and bospitals
to the informmion super bighway™. They pilan a Naticnal Grid for Leaming,
franchised as a public/private perthership, which will help tzachers updats their
‘ skills. They also plan a new Univarsity for Iudustry, collsborating with the
Open University to bring new opporagiities to edults sevking to dovalop their

The Irish education’s cwmiculum is, xnd will always ramin, quite disticrive

from that in Britxin. But these new develapmarms open up huge opportunities

for savings an educational hardwere and snftware imvestments, for coopezation
i on pardculer courses and sitjects, and for enhancing mutual anderstanding

£Pad B6S ON

) PRONI HSS/32/1/33/2




tax trrom .
. mwy, oy

through eduratioa both between Ireland and Britzin, and within Ireland itself,
Narth and South. 1 look forward to discussing these possibiliriey with Toay

Blair. Spexifically, I would likr keland to have mrputs to, and bepafits from,
both the proposed new Natiomal Grid for Learning, asnd thenew -~ ™« for
Industry.

I welcome the new Bitish 'S ¢ment to sign the E.U., Social
Chaprter, and agree with them that the Social Chapter allows Earopean

countries, working together, to pramote employsbility and flexihility, not high |

social coats. Nejsther Ireland, por Beitain, should srempt to compoets as low
wage economies, With cownries psying & tenth or 8 buxdretih of our wage

levels.

Therefore we must each of us work to enhance the skill and added-value
potential of our wark forces. The Insh Government will be publishing very
soon, 4 comprehensive White Paper on Homan Resources. It will detail the
mexnsurss wo plan to encourage employess and empioyess to invest more of
their own maoney in truining, and to ensare that waining qualifications are

past of the same labour marker, vestment in employee traiming in Britain
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besefits lrefand, and vice versa. Ths two Governrmensy should coascicusly

wosk together on an agreed plan to waoamise these benafirs

is 2 common travel area between the two islapds. On the caminent of Bwope a
sirmlar commam trave] ares exists, under the Schengrn Accard, and it is being
accompanied by an unmensaly detailed systam of cooparation on suti-crin®
amasurex. Neither freland nor Britain e pert of this acoord as yet, 50 we nesd
mdevdppmmqmuyMwmmtqimqmmndmd

conjunction with what is happening on the continent.

One of the issues that tho new British Govemment has committed itself to
tackie is that of hamglesaness Suvctures cxist for East/West coopexation
between the two Governments, snd 1 would purticniarly like to develop joint
initiatives bexween us within these Sroctre to deal with the plight of Irish

of all the homeless in Britun. Mamy of them are young Irish people, who have
been living rongh on the stects. The two Governments can work togsther, in
stuctred way, in both Ireland snd Britein, to deal with the causes, and the

Sympwma, of the homelessness roblem.
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There i3 another area in which Irsland and Brimin are, ia effect, pmt of the one
r market - food production end food distribution.  The Irish Governmern bas

alrexdy set up an independent Food Safety Amharity, and is wall advamord
with legislation to give it stananry toeth. The new British Govezrunsnt has said
that it too will now set up an "indspendemn food sundards ageucy”. As food

I products go in both directions between the two jurisdictions, & pracical baze of -
cooperaian must be established, ab taitio, between the two new nticeml
that markets stay apen to quality produers, wherever thoy are.

Enzirgnmental issues have, in the past, been ecnntroversial between Irciapd and
Britsin - particularfy in reference to muclear power. While I do not belisve that
mwﬂ@ﬂyﬁam@&ﬂmﬁﬂd%m&“lm

the fact that the new British Government is cammitted %o “push eavicommenaal

— e ——

make it much easier to work out solutions to problems Like Sellafiald, and will
also help us work together on clesning up the [rish Sew and combating giobal
wanming.
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The Irish and British Governments are bath conunitted to managing ecunomic
® policies on the basis of social pertncrship, peraership which recngnizes rights

and obligations. 1 believe that this shared gencral pmrtaership approach to

policy will help us in demling with Furopesn issues and with Novthem Ireland.

Couparatian in relation to Nosthem Ireland should, [ telieve, have the utmost
psiority for both Guvenmmgts.

which emphasise that future arrangements for the Government of Narthern
Ireland should srtract the support of all parts of the comemumity. This is an
impurtant recognition of the need for Naianalist. as well as Unionis, comse.
hwwmﬂd&emmwﬁémmmﬂndm

I also welcome her cominitigent to ease tensians axising from parades end
marches and to uphold the rule of law. Axny faflnre to gphold the rule of law

' leaves local cammmonitiex, particularly & minority conmnnity, isolatad snd
viinerable,
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Apert from my meeting with the new Prime Ministee, my vigit will focus

b . 1y on the position of the Irish Comnumity in Britein. This
Community has been embarrassad snd damaged, in an unfieling and cynical
way, by the recent actions of the IRA in Britain. We ware raminded yesteaday,
n = mennaing echo of an emliar counnuent in a speoch by the Presidam of Sinn

Fein, that the IRA has not gooe awsy.

|
’ I want to enphesise in my visit to Britain this week the work thet the two |
Gmmmdobgalhrwdmmpon’ﬁwmmmem&
Brimin can play in bestering the living canditions for themselves, and for all .
who live on these islends. The same emphasis must aiso be placed on the ‘
positive role thet can be played by British pecple living in Treland. |

snmhisimxwmmmmgymnmmMmmammyin
Anglo-Insh relations, In past cennmies, those relations were uncqual, with all

the complexities that flow from inequality. Oos of the first fruits of Ireland's |
recout ecrnomic sucress, and its new Earopsan 1ole, is that Irvlend now has the ||

-

confidence to spproach Anglo-Irish ralmians in a more eative and innovstive

‘ l way. mmmw{nmwm-mmwmﬁmw
sectarian violanoo being the first  The best context in which to achieve this is
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