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DATE: 23 MAY 1997 cc PS/Sir David Fell
Mr Watkins
7 Mrs Devlin
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NIPERMANENY SECRETARIES
EAST/WEST ISSUES
1. On 15 May, | circulated a copy of the Taoiseach’s statement of 8 May regarding

increased co-operation between London and Dublin, and drew attention to a meeting
of the Cabinet Office Committee on Anglo-lrish Relations which was to be held on
Tuesday 20 May.

2. | am grateful to those Departments who provided material on Food Safety and on

Education issues, and which IPL, who attended the meeting, used as briefing.

3 The record of the Al Committee meeting is attached for your information. | also attach
a copy of the latest text of the joint statement which the Prime Minister and the
Taoiseach are expected to issue today, together with IPL's Q&A brief.

4. We will be notified when the Al Committee is due to meet again, and will alert
Departments to the contents of the next agenda as soon as we receive them. In the

meantime, Departments may well be able to keep in touch with developments through

contact with their Whitehall counterparts.
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Qﬁ;;éﬁ§ lst Meeting COPY NO _
i; CABINET

%rnczm COMMITTEE ON ANGLO-IRISH RELATIONS
é@\ MINUTES of a MEETING held in

Conference Room E, Cabinet Office
on TUESDAY 20 MAY 1997 at 10.30am

PRESENT
A\Mr C R Budd
‘“& abinet Office
Q§§§n the Chair)

L Parker Mr D Lamont

Miss q?2>5
“eparzment of the Environmen @ Foreign & Commonwealth Office

Mxr C Dee
Department of Education
and Employment

M3 Diana Fymonds
Heme Office

Ms A Woodward r D Lees
Department .of Trade and Industry istry of Agriculture,
heries and Food
Mr X Ashman Mr D Brooker
Department of National Heritage Northern Ireland Office
SECRETARIAT

Mr N C Sanderson
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é?%ﬁCOMMITTEE had pbefore them a draft joint statement cf inten:
cci;iﬁoeration betweer. the Irish and 3ritish Covernments, which
pd gég?hcped might be re_esased in the margins cf the =uropsarn
23 May. The text before the Committee was an

ion of a draft produced by =he Irish side.

ting, TEE CHAIRMAN referred to the letter of 9 May
Te Minister’s Private Secretary, copied to Privacte

Secretaries to all members of the Cabinesz, following the meeting
the Taoiseach and the Prime Minister on 8 May. This letter
empnasised the Prime Minister’s welccme for the strengtnening of
bilateral links bsﬁﬁzg Government Departments in the Irish

Republic and the Unit

gdom and asked Departments tc look for
j cooperation, and for estaklishing
2arly meetings between rf)p ive Ministers. THE CHAIRMAN noted
that the Prime Minister Na own the high priority which he
attached to Northern Irish s by making an early visit to

oppor=-unities for imp

the Province and holding biJAtqyal meetings with the main
polirical leaders. East/West re Q08 were an important strand
in che Government'’s commitment to §§§g3§g a politzical settlement
in Northern Ireland, and should be ggiﬁ?n appropriate priority
within Government Departments. He not hat not all Departments
invited were represented on the Committiee and suggested that the
Cabinet Office should contact those Departments to ensure that
chey nad an effective cocrdination point for Anglo-Irisnh issues.

THZ NORTHERN IRELAND OFFICE pointed out that Ir:. titudes were
a kay factor in progress towards peace in Northe A and. The
Irish Government considered the strengthening {lateral
contacts as important in contributing to peace 1In thern
Ireland. It was in the United Kingdom’s interest to trgdK \Wheir

N\

approach accordingly.
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<§§$b HE DEPARTMEN E :
. @,{ E TMENT FOR EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT said thac a meet ing

RE=AI . : . ]
\i§%§§3f51c1als of the two countries had been held the previous day
i1scuss information technclogy and educazion. They were

ned, hcwever, that achieving an effective degree of
ion could require additioral resources and imcosa
ofl5) demands on policy units. THE HOME OFFICE said thact
(%ﬁbe a Justice and Home Affairs Council meezing under
the lar c¢f the European Union the following week, anc
cfiexred :%kgi}kider whetner the statement might say rather more
5 Rome aﬁﬂ’/justice isgues. THZ MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURZE,
ISHERIES AND FOOD said that there were natural areas of

O

Q

ocperation wizh the Irish in food and agricultural matters, and

- particularly on food safety matters, on which a meeting was

taking places at ofi%%;; level that week. But there were also
areas of policy in ) the respective national interests
THZ FCREIGN AND COMIVIONWEA_.F CE said that although Ireland

I
was the cnly country with wh"’/’he United Kingdom shared a larnd
corder, kilateral ccntacts we<2:3>t as full as they were with

conflicted.

scme other states. The resuﬁ‘:$% at the natural affinity of
interests was not always transiate Xqo effective support from
tme Irish at inrnternational level, mple in European Union
discugsions. Irish economic weight increasing, with a rate

of growth of GDP substantcially above that of the United Kingdom.
~heve was porentially considerable benefit to the United Kingdom
in improving relations with the Irish and Departments should be

lcoking for ways to expioit this interest, rz%gzixfhan simply
respecnding to an Irish agenda. Serious T ts between
Miriszers of the two ccuntries would be valuabl it would

and Ministerial contaccs after the Irish election on //ne.
N\

Q

No Department raised objections to the text of the s€aecmuc

be helpful if opportunities were found to re-estab ﬂ%ﬁ)ifficial

before the Committee.
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o)
‘gisgzigummin up “he discussion, THE CHAIRMAN:
c;§§ - roted that there was agreement on . ‘the text of the
cfgib statement and that the two Governments would nead to
62223 coordinate handling, both as to timing oI publication
Q:2;§>>~ the statement and as to background briefing;

a number of Departmenis were 20<
at the meeting, and invized <=he

to ensure that there were eflective
Ziaiscn points within Departmenzs on Anglo-Irish

matkters;

- invited and Commonwealtn QOffice and the
Northern ) d Office to consider whether their
Secretaries Vate could use their contacts within
Goverament ig%%@asise the importance of this

initiative; @

2 ncted that there wegéééﬁﬁntial financial implications
in bilateral cooperat as well as benefits, and
invited Departmenzs To .%g§§§pese up as necessary when

reporting back on progre <::>

- proposed that a further meeting to report progress
should be held at the end of the summer.

The Committee - <>

Took note, with approval, of the Chairman’ ming up of
tneir discussion and invited Departments

P
accordingly. C§§>>

2
2
@

roceed

Cakinet Office
21 May 1997
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; JOINT STATEMENT OF INTENT ON
. CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE IRISH AND BRITISH
GOVERNMENTS

At their meeting in London on 8 May 1997, the Taoiseach and
‘ the Prime Minister agreed to intensify co-operation between the
two governments.

The Prime Minister and the Taoiseach noted that there was
already a substantial degree of co-operation in many fields,
including policies aimed at tackling long-term unemployment,
consumer affairs, health and medical issues, education, culture,
the environment, the fight against drugs and crime, civil law
matters, processing of social security payments and measures
to combat fraud, youth and school exchanges, and transport
links.

They agreed that co-operation in the above areas should be
maintained, and that the two governments should in particular
consider options for co-operation in the following areas:

1. the search for ways of benefit from the potential of new
information and communication technologies in education,
having regard to progress towards the Information
Superhighway and proposals in the United Kingdom for a
new National Grid for Learning and University for Industry;

2. the enhancement of the skill and added-value potential of
the workforces;

3. having regard to the Common Travel Area in these islands,
detailed co-operation in the fight against organised crime;

4. measures to deal with the issue of homelessness, with
particular reference to those Irish people in Britain affected
by it;

5. ensuring the highest possible food safety standards in these
islands;

6. strengthened co-operation in environmental issues.

Meetings at official level have already taken place on a number
of the issues identified and further such meetings are
envisaged. The primary responsibilities for taking forward co-

'© PRONI HSS/32/1/33/2




'. operation lies with the Ministers, Departments and Agencies
most directly affected. Meetings at Ministerial level will be
arranged when they can productively take place.

The Taoiseach and the Prime Minister welcomed the initiative
of Encounter in organising, with Leargas and the Youth

Exchange Centre, a Youth Conference in Dublin from 6-8 June.

They hoped that this conference would contribute to an
enhancement in co-operation in the youth sector between both
countries.
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UK/IRISH RELATIONS: JOINT STATEMENT

n f this Initiative?

The two governments want to build on the close co-operation that already
exists between them on a wide range of issues of mutual interest. Good
co-operation is important in itself; the more it can be developed the better.
The maintenance and development of healthy co-operation between the
two Governments on social, economic and other issues could also be
beneficial in building a climate of trust, which will assist our efforts to
achieve a peaceful settlement in Northern Ireland.

Are these all Irish ideas?

Ideas come from both sides. Some proposals reflect ideas in the Labour
Party Manifesto. We have put forward ideas on drugs/crime, social
security and youth exchanges, for example.

En nter?

Non-governmental organisation, set up by both Governments in 1985 to
develop co-operation in the social and economic fields, independently of
Government. Youth Exchange Centre (part of British Council) s playing an
important part in a conference of youth workers and young people being
held in Dublin from 6-9 June. Hope for effective follow-up and
enhancement in co-operation between our two countries in the youth
sector.

n in the six ar identified in th r?

Too early to say precisely. Exploring options. We have a lot in common on
food safety issues, and both recognise the need to enhance co-operation
against organised crime. Meetings between officials on food safety and
Information Technology in Education were held in London this week.

No mention of co-operation against terrorism?

There is already close co-operation between the two Governments on
matters relating to terrorism. That co-operation will continue. This
statement is concerned with other areas where there is scope for
developing co-operation to the mutual benefit of both sides.




Wh Northern Irel y

This statement focuses primarily on developing co-operation between
Government Departments in London and Dublin, although in a number of
instances it could have implications for Northern Ireland as well. Where

‘ that is the case, the relevant Northern Ireland Departments will become
involved.

(There is, of course, already very close co-operation between Northern
Ireland Departments and Government Departments in the Republic on a
wide range of issues and those will continue. If situations arise, however,
where it would be sensible for Northern Ireland to participate in initiatives
essentially intended to improve co-operation between London and Dublin
Departments, then that will be done.)
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