© PRONI NIO/10/11/32A

fzct finding visit to Magilligan on th
valist prisoners into a hunger strike.

DUP visit was very important té ue ase prisonere for we

| & recbgnised Politicall Party to see Magilligan for what it is. Magilligan
y Jﬁ npletly retrospective in its attitude towards conditions and tension has

béen exp1051ve for a considerable

Ve tho loyalint pricararn kavn A | Covarnor, Board of Viagitors
and petitions to the‘NIO in a g& spt to try and avoid confraitions unly
to have each effort slapped back intec our face and now we will persuefthe”fihél

course to highlight the viscivus cenditions inflicted on prisoners in Magilligan.

We list the following points of <aonditions and ask any reasonable person 1f theyli

could .; o of justifactlen for such a hash reglne o prevail in MagllLéggg?ﬁ
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2. Conditions, the NIO have consitantly bcdsted bhat Magllllgan is a 10*13- i

"Control Movement", ol onepaflon sahce the segregatfon lssu—
Neither Lwyalisl or Republiczr s eeking seg'egatlon. Yet the control merﬁént
islenforced rigidly arnd parad Y selectlvely. for example, daily we get

- opened at 8.15am each day on days Monday to Frlday each prisoner has until
9.00am to get.breakfast, wash c]ean cells and prepaﬁe for work, tiiﬁgrlson Eiaff
cnly permit 4 prigonerc at any .1rc ol g! the Land;ngm, co it meconc that 1’”3 B ﬁbncr

dosen't 'guzzle down his breakfast, dash anq_qgﬁan hls Lell w;LEhg?Lhat perzﬁ

time he will be put on a cherge, the hypocrfky of eohthhl movement 1sathat i ?

are on average of 23 - 2“'"“‘Sﬂnﬁrs in eaé%’”xng w;th fohrﬁﬁr1sd}f0ffld§rs to “man
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the wing, yet in comtrast M excess of &5 prlsoqens 1n a rison
. h . g e » Iyl "
a' rneh;nér ind o iso Nerc
s i o=y
as "watchers". We believe just ah & nyé ﬂ) keep the pl‘ls'Jne"s
behind dours, if the NIO . - iy eohwhxgcwamgnc in existancey
especially when the NIO bc ﬁh is a'ftli* eqh¢§§?1ng, fully workxhg i
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! Association - Association as published by the NIO through the media during the

IﬁA hunger strike of 1980 ‘the first hunger strike' stated that nighly association
commences at 5.30 and continues until 8.30. In Magilligan the prison staff usually
come into the wings around 5.45 and in some cases later, to open prisoners for
association, lock up is called at 8.15 and all prisoners are literaly rushed into
their cells. In exercise, a half hour is stolen from us, this issue has been
continually brought up to the Governor with no satisifaction. Again as published
by the NIO{ weekend association for Sat and Sunday afternoon is supposed to
commence at 2.00pm until 4.30pm. The prison staff return from dinner between
2.15 and 2.30 then release men for association, and have intorduced a new petty
rule of lock up after one hcur approx, so now we are only setting vne hours
association on Saturday and Sunday afternoons, this new practice was introduced
on 19 April. On Wednesday 16, April Mr .

qwnn' informed that ®4¢ Juse of yards as purt of night-time associatior
was being withheld in Magilligan and also that video machines had been supplied
to each block, yet never used for the prisoners diaring association. -spoke
out on Friday 18th saying that '"Magilligan is not running the same as all other
prisons, Maze - Belfast. ~ We state without fear of contradiction that night-time
use of yards did not start until Friday 9th May, the videos have never at anytime
been shown to any priscner in Magilligan - ever! in fact the videos have since been
removed, we ask the question why? was it to punish us for complaining to
The Association for prisoners is suppose to consist of watching TV, cards, darts,
record player, and in the clear nights, the use of the yards is added from 6pm
to 8pm, at least, thats how it works in the Maze and Belfast Priscns. In Magilligan
when the prison staff open prisoners for association at 5.45, the prisoners have
to go to the yard or stay locked up. This is tctally wrong for in the Maze and
Belfast prison, prisoners are given a choice of yards or canteen, when going to
the yards in Magilligan, prisoners are prohibited from bringing anything to the
yards, no tea, radios, playing cards, games, in short, nothing. During Association
prisoners are only allowed to show or bath between 6pm and 7pm, and if all
prisoners aren't washed showered before 7pm, then those who haven't had the chance
loose out, again with control movement, how could it be possible to wash and

shower 25 men in one hour, if only 4 priscners at a time are allowed on the landing.

4. Exercise as a right as opposed to a privilage a prisoner is entitled to one

hours exercise daily as all prisoners work from Monday to Friday exercise is given

between 1pm and 2pm again the full hour is never achieved for we go to the yards

at 1pm and are locked up 2t 1.45cm on any day. Tts raising—evea in a rain-spittle

the exercise is cancelled. In Ulsters other Prisons the prisoners are permitted
to po to the centeen in the event 5f inclomont wocther the at Zpm Ao makter how wel/

snowy or cold it is prisoners are required to walk through rain or snow to work.
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S.g Laundry and Personel Laundry In all prsions throughout N Ireland each inmate

gt,. a weekly change of laundry 2 sheels, 1 pillow case and 1 towel in Magilligan
we get 1 sheet, 1 pillow case and 1 towel. It is very unhygienic to ask a man

to sleep on the same sheet for two weeks again the authorities have been asked

tec let us have both sheets changed at the same time they refused, personel laundry
each prisoner can have 3 sets of clothing. We aren't allowed to wash our clotns
in the wing except for underwear and socks. The clothing allowance is

3 pullovers, 3 shorts, 2 pair of shoes one dress and one sports, 3 pair of jeans
3 teeshirts, 2 coats. Now if we send clothing to the P/Laundry as required it
takes approx two weeks for them to return to the inmate. Lets assume I sent a
set of clothing to the laundry on the 1st May it will be the 14 before I receive
them back. 1If I have a set of clothes for a visits then it means 1 have to wear
my final pair for 14 days betkh to worik and in the wing. We fcel thcre is no
jusification for such a long period of 14 days especially when Magilligan has

a laundry in the jail.

Y. Vislis in April 1984 from Tuesoay ist to monaay the Republican and
Ordinary RC prisoners refused visits as a protest against the Authorities not
permitting any prisoner sitting beside his wife or girlfriend. Not long after
this protest one of the two visiting areas (not in use) was stripped of its
cubicle type boxes and turned into an open visit room. It is now just a big

open room with tablss and chairs. BRecently an afficial from the NIO was told that
the visits had been changed to the open type visits which were to have been
brought into operation in July. The NIO were furious at Gov Semple for taking a
personnal decison to charge the visits and not consulting the NIO. Again we
stress that Magilligan is a medium to low security prison. The NIO have accused
contraband of being smuggled to prisoners through visits. 1In the wake of the mass
escape at the Maze in 1983 the NIO accused prisoners relatives and even legal
visitors of smuggling firearms to the escapees, yet on his own admission in March
-this year 1986 a Prison Officer at the Maze a admitted he smuggled
{through the front gates) a number of guns including an Uzi sub-machine gun, on
going to visits each inmate is given a thorough body search. 1 in every 3 inmates
is strippéd going to and from visits. We feel that the visits issue is a very

serious and'émotional issue and demand the right to sit beside our wife or girlfriend.

7. Prtsén'5h92‘4LSidce'last summer there has been quite a cut back in the amount
of items stdﬁked by the shop. For no reason at all the following items were
withdrawn from the sﬁep by Gov ¢émp1e. Roll on deodrants, talcum powder, food

stuffs like yutteﬂ ﬂ%t noodles, sardines, paste and meat spreads. When the
varlous ﬂldcks‘ﬂdy upré'aSﬂnd why these 1tems sere stopped and asked to restore
them. :g:ltpiq % e prméon focd was sufficisnt. The present stock on offer to
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ists of biscuits, chocolate, crisps, tobacco, cordials, and lemonade,
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