IO PRESS OFFICE (WED) 00. 30° 98 08:38/ST. 08:37/N0. 3580102839 P 2

A R T

Ambassador Lader, Ambassador Shermam. Lord Mayor, Minister
Wallace, Secretary of State, Iadies and gentiemen, I have much pleasure
in addressing vou this afternoon, on the occasion of the opening plemary

session of this important confererce.

This is a slightly different amticmre to that which grected me the last tme
I stood on this Waterfront stage. Then Johm Hume and I were imerropting

the Bono/Ash rock concert organised i support of the Belfast

Agreement.

mmmmofwmmm,wmmm
provide a grim counterpoint (0 the hopes expreszed then., But ¢his is pot
a commmnity in despair. Despite many atrocities over the past 30 years,
our people have not lost faifh in themselves or the future. As we saw
amoog the bereaved and imjured at Omagh and the doctors, ourses, and
others who helped them, these evil atrocities bave a way of hringing out

the best in so many people. And acts, which were intended to divide and
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| destroy, have in fact united commmunities and streggthemed that solidarity
\ that has been 2 feature of civil society bere.

Many of the axothers, wives and daughters of Nortbern Ireland have been
tenacicus voices for peace, and it is fitting that this coafetrence recogmses
just how vital those voices can be in building 2 Northern Ireland at easc
with immelf. Evmmmmedmofdays.mmmadﬁmy
between the conununities and a belief that goodness would trixaaph over
evil. Many women couuibuted to keeping this civility and gooxdness to
the fore.

This conference talacs place at 2 unique time in the history of Northern
Ireland. The men of violence, despite their brutality have failed to
extinguish hope. Instead, by far the greater number of our commmunity
are strengthened in their resolve to see that terrorism fails and that the
godfathers of violence are consigned to the rubbish bin of history. It is
the tervorists’ realisation that his violeace is futile and coumerproductive
politically that has led one such group after another to change its
approach. The Provisiomal IRA coined the acrouym TUAS — actical use

of armed stuggle - to describe the change in its approach. [ must say to




NI10 PRESS OFFICE (WED) 09. 30" 98 08:38/ST. 08:37/N0. 3580102839 P 4

to this simple requiranen, will oot find anyope ready to listen to their
excases. They have had more than enough time. Now they mmst deliver.
ItbﬁmbmmwwmmMmmwﬁ
mﬁngwmmwﬁmemiswwmmmeym
refusing to meet their obligations ander the Agresusm.

This is not to say that those with a terrible past cannot have a betier
fumre. The Agreemem provides an opportmity for those previously
ServEed My paraciilind; retaiit activities (o reomstut ey, This
i8 a partcularly challenging time for the rlatives of the victus of
violence, mamy of whom are women and for those who have strugged o
uphold justice. It is vital that their voiccs oo arc beard. It is 0ot a mamer
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of forgiving and forgesting. This is being done on the basis that there will

be a reat change on the part of those who have been involved in violence.

The Agreement docs provide an historic and borsmrmble opportaity for
everyone in Northern Ireland. Not to have grasped this opportunity
would have been irresponsible, and would have sabotaged the hopes of
sémmy'. In a matter of months all sections of our conprmmity, excepr
those who chose to0 exclude themselves, will have the oppornumity to put
in place accountable democracy. With the ‘comsent principle’
universally acrepted and bgving settled copstifutional issues on that
basis, we can now move away from a2 commml divide based on

nationality and identity and engage in “real polifics’.

I want the Northem Ireland Assembly to tramsform the natose of local
poltics. I want tp srengtben and deepen Jocal demarracy and, in
partcnlar, [ wamt to ensure that all sectivns of our ommuunity have the
opporamity to piay a full part in taking cspomsibility for creating a new
form of local govermame. The needs, concerns, the exxgjes, the visions
and jdeas of Northern Irefand’s women are vitally important to this @sk.
1 believe that the local cominmnity will respond enibmsiastically to this
opparumiry. [ hope that those with responsibility narionally to see thar
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membofﬂmm.hwannabkwmmeMMof
political opportumties, discharge those obligatiors.

One immediate issuc of gender access is @at of the serious umder-

of women in public life in Northern freland. The
Agreane® provides oppotummites not only to reshape public
administration in ways that will not only command grester public
coufdence, but also drouden participation. The range of workehops at
this conference provides participamts with an imponant forum for
exchanging ideas, lexming pew skills, and gaiming the confidence to
participae fully o public life.

That only 14 of the 108 Assembly members-are women is clearly less
than satisfactory. I think all political parties in Northern Jreland are
aware of the need to address this ‘gender deficit’. It has, unforuna®ly
been a pexsistent feature of public life in Northern Ireland.

When our first devolved legisiature met in 1921 there were ounly two
womenpresmtmtofthe’szm. I am happy to say that both weze
Ulster Unionists, Juia McMordic and Dehra Chichester. The lamer as
Dame Dehra Parker was the only Ulster women this cemury o bold
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goveramnent office, as Sormout Minister of Health and Local
Govermonent, until Kate Hoey was appointed a junior Home Office

aximister im the summer reshuffie.

f These two first MPs were followed by a farther 8 Swrmont MPs and
three Wesminster women members. But with the exception of
Bemadette Devlin they were all drawn from the middle classes. But at
the beginning of the troubles the middle classes largely withdrew from
reprezenmation politics and this natrally had an effect on the manber of
women who involved themselves in electoral politics. That gap was 10
some extent filled by the increased numbers of appoimed public bodies
(QUANGOs). Bwt such bodies lack the representational character, the
women here are active in Quangos. Without wanting in any way 10
umiersiate the comiribuions made tirough such channels, may I say that I
hope that you will not see such bodies as the best way forward? That
best way can only be through direct participation in political life

This ig a tirve for imagination and political courage. The overwhebning
majority of umionists have a pluralist and self-confident vision of

ouivnism. QOur aim in the Rlks proccss has been 1 create 8 Prarethas
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Parfiament for a Pluralit Pevple. Our objectives have bexn to seek a

mmunmwmmmm:@m

Agreement provides for unionists and aatiomalists to live in peace and
i strive for prospeiity. |

The strength of uniomsm is in the quality of our argument, and the
amcdonofmcphnﬁstvisimmatwewmcy. The Agreement is

premiszedd on 2 new form of governance reflecTing a new set of realities.

¥ the United Kingdom wself is evolving with the new devolved
armangeeEn envisaged for Scotiand and Wales.
* the dropping of the Repuhlic’s territorial claim to Northem Ireland

nmkrs possible 2 new relationship.

Under the terms of Agreement the North-Somh Miniseerial Couneil and
the British-Irish Council will shortly given mstingzional expression to
these uew realities and will also serve o emDmpass the new vigion of
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"1 am grateful for the oppurmnity to address you today. I look forward @
‘ seeing you at the reception tomorrow evening which Mr Mallon and | are
bosting in Parliament Builings. I wish you a gtfamlating, enjoyable and
productive conference and 1 shall be keen to consider afl praciaat
suggestions for emawing that the new erz of polirics in Northeyn freland
maximises the conxibmion of women
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