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1 t .30.u'l • I .30prn 

1.30pm - 3.00pm 

3.00pm - 3.30pm 

6.30pm 

Registration and C.u.ual Buffet Lunch 

Opening r1enc11ry Se5slon 

Women's Vlt.:\I Voices: FrAmlng the Issues 

11:47 

Wdcorne to s�rrast: The Rt. Hon. The lord Mayor, Cllr. D.-.vlcl Alderdlce 

Conference Opening: Thercs.1 loAr, 

Senior Coordinator for lnfl. Women's Issues, U.S. �partrncnt of State 

Remarks from, 1he I-Ion. rhilip l.i\ckr, 

PG: 2 

U.S. AmbasS<1dor to the United Klngciom of Great Britain ,md Northern Ireland 

Remarks from: Ambassador Wendy R. SherrnM, 

Colmselor of the U.S. Department of State 

Remarks from: Mr. Se<"mus Mallon, M.r.

D�puty first Minister, Th<:- New Northern Ireland Assembly 

Remarks from: The Rt. Hon. Mr. 0.wid Trlrnbfe, M.P. 

First Minister, The New Northern lrel<'lnd Assembly 

Remarks from; Mini!'>ter of Stt-,te, MMy W,,llace, T.D. 

Department of Justice, Equ.ality and Law Reform, lrdanc! 

l<eynotc Speaker: The Rt. Hon, Dr. Mar1orle Mowlc,m, M.r. 

Secretc\ry of State for Northern Ireland 

r.iutldpa.tlon In Public 1-lfe 

Workshop Session I • 

Engagement 

Panel 

Mockrntor Opens 

• P.:\nCI of Worlc.hop

fi'lcilitators present

brid str,,tegics to the

('ntire grotir.

Worbhops. 

• The Grour> breaks

into smaller grnups to

develop the str,1tegies.

Aftetnoon Breo\k 

legal and Soda.I rrogress 

In Chill Society 

Workshop Ses!'.ion 1. 

E.ng,1gemcnt 

r,mel 

Moderator Oper1s 

Panel of Workshop 

f.'lc:ilitators present 

brief str3tegics to the 

entire group. 

Worbhops 

The Group bre.,ks 

Into smaller grot1p5 t<.l 

develop the strategics. 

u�uAl Buffet Dinner

lcoootnlc Development 

cllnd Opportunity In A Time 

ofCMnge 

Workshop Si:-sslon I .

[ng<\_qement 

Panel 

Moderator Opens 

• Panel of Workshop

facllit,,tors present

brief strategie� to the

entire group.

Works.hops 

The Group bre.,l<s 
,, J 

Into sm"ller groups to 

develop the str<'itegi<:s. 

Hosted by the Sccr<:t,1ry of St.:\te for Northern Ireland, J lill.s.borou3h c .... n� 
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9.00am 

10.()(),:lrn • 12.00pm 

1 :l .. OOpm • 1.30pm 

1.30pm • 3.30jJl
°ll 

3.30pm , 5.00pm 

6.00pm 

0 PRONI CENT/3/232A 

Morning Coffee, T�a and Refreshrncnts 

Morning Announcement$ 

Tlu;:,�s.., Loar, S<::nlor Coordinator for lnt'I. Women's lssue5, U.S. Dcpi\rtment of St.:1te 

rartklpatlon In rul.>1111; Lire Le3,,I ,11nd Soc:lal rrogrcss Economic Development 

Worhhop Session 2. In Civil Soclcfy °'"d Opf>Ortunlfy In a. Time 

F.ffective Dcdslon•Making Work!;hop Sesslon 2. of Ch.,.nge 

Sodal Justice In Workshop Session 2. 
r"'nel 

a Time of Change Funding. Flnc··mclng c\nd 
Moder.itor Opens Planning for Cirowth 
Panel of Workshop r.mel 

Fo/\Cllilators present • Moderator Opens P.\nel 

brief strntcglcs to the . Panel of Workshop . Moderator Opens 

entire group. Facilitators pr�scnt . P<111el of Worl<sflop 

brief strategies to tl 1c FacJlltators present 
Work�h(>p!o entire group. brief str,,tegies to the 

The Gro1.1r breaks 

Into smaller groups to Workshops 
entire group. 

ct�velop the str<\tegif'5. TI)c Group bre.,ks Workshops 

into srnc1lkr grQups to . The Group bre.,ks 

cievdop the strategies. Into smaller groups to 

dC"velop the str;itegics. 

Luncheon 

rartlclpolltlorl In rul>llc Life Leg.,I and Socl,d rrosress Economic. Development 

Workshor> Session 3. In Civil Society °'"rl Ot)J>ortuntty In A Time 

f.x(:rcislng Influence Workshop Session 3. of ChAnge 

Rights and Workshop Session 3. 
r>anel 

Responsibiliti<:s Wornen &. the Workpl,Ke 
. Moderator Opens 
' Pa11d of Worl<shop Panel r.,nel 

Fadlit,,tors pre.sent . Moderator Opens . Mocierc"\tor Opens 

brief stratcgles to the Panel of Workshop . Panel of Workshop 

entire group. F,;\cilitators prcs<.'nt fac.ilitators preset\t 

brief strt'ltegies to the brief strcltt;'gies to the 
Worbtio1>s entire group. entire group. 

The Group breaks 

Into smallC'r groups to Worl<!\hop� Workshops 

develop the strategics. ' The GroL1p brc-.,ks . The' GroL1p bre<1ks 

Into Sn)allcr groups to lnto smaller groups to 

ckvcfop the strate'glcs. dt::vcfop the· strategies. 

A Spcd,"11 Progr.tmme: Women's Vf)ICP.S ancl Resourc�•s 011 the lnternt.�t, 
Promoting Your Agend(l through On- Line Networking• BT Stucllo 

01 

Nl'IWOTl<lng Time 
Or 

Vl<,\t the Cybcr C,1fe, .tl1e Art.txhibit!on or the Viti!/ Voices lnrormi\tlon £.xdi."'-£.e 

fork Buffet 

Hosted by Iii<.: first .:md Deputy Fir5t Mini�tt"'r<., The New Northern Ireland As:.embly, 
The Long (i.:41tery, l'arliamc1)t Bllff<ling:.. Stormont 
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ednesday, 2 September 1998 

9.00am , 10.30pm 

10.30pm - 12 .. 00pni 

1,7. ,O0J.lJ1) - 1.30pm 

12.00pm • 1.30pm 

J 2.-40pm - 1 .30pm 

1.30pm - 3.30pm 

3.30pm - 4.00pm 

4.15pm - 6.00pm 

6.30pll1 

Morning Coffee, Tet\ and Rt;frc!thrnents 

Mena.ry 2. 

Opening Overview: 

TilereS<1 Lo<'lt, Senior Coordin,1to1 ror lnt'I. Women'� h,f>ues, U.S. Dep11rtmcnt of Stc1tc 

Vlti\l Voices: Strategics for Moving rorward 

Reports from ll1L� Three Trc1ck R.iipporteur.s 

lnvesth1g ln the future 

James Lyon:., Specl,,r Adviior to th�, U.S. P1esldent anc;i SC"c.rctary or St.ale 

for Economic lnltlatlves in lrdilnd 

Ned Step5; Overview of ri\rt11crshlp Opportunities from tht> Thre.P. Yr.a.ck Moder.a.to� 

Vltal Voices 

Partnership Opportunities 

Working Session I. 

luncheon 

Visit the Launch of the BT/ Ulster Ord1es(rn A<:cf"s.c.. Scheme, B'l' Studio 

V1tal Vokes 

P.1111.11ershlfl Opportunities 

Worklni �s5lon Z. 

Aff�rnoo11 Break 

Cl_oslng rlenAry

Summing lip: StrAtegles "'"d Partnershlr>s 

An lmerglng Vital Voice 

Rcm<'lrks from: The Rt. Hon. Dr. Marjor-le Mowlam, M.r.

Seuetary of Stc\tc for Northern lrel-'nd 

Keynote Spe."lker-

U.S. first Llldy HIiiary Roclh-'m Clinton 

Closing Reception 

Hosted by The: Rr. Ho11. The Lord M,\yOt &. Belfast City Cou,,cll, Tl1<"' City Haft 

'I 
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ldp�tlon In Publlc Life 

f.ngagement 

Puhllc E<1uc: .. tlon and the 
l'c,,IHl,.,11 l>r<.x..c:.;.: G..,liil11g ,,ncl 

Sustaining lnt1..irc!'.t 
Bullctlng lkl,1tlonshlps 
Between Communlly 
Orga11l,,Mio1\!. an<l rolltlcal 
f>arties 
Running for Office:
r,a,th:.i\l Pointers 
Mobilising Your Community: 
M,,klng Things H;,.ppen 

Forslng Lcackr:;hip
Opportunities for the Next 
Cener,,tlon 

f.ffectlve Dcclslon•M-'l<lng

Sh.,p\ng Cn:<1tive Alll,,nces: 
Communities, Du::1l11esses, 
Ec1uc. .. tlon. and Governrnent 

Mocrers for Inclusive and 

P,uticlp,,tlve Dcd:i;ion•Maklng 
Womet1 It) Public. life: Scci11� 
Ourselves a� Lc:-,�ck,s 
Putting Your Camp<1lgn Together 

Media Stratcgle.s: 
Co1nrnunl.;:<1tl11g Your Mes�,ges 
to the Medi.\ 

Menlo11ng. Partnerlng, and 
Developing Personal Networks 

berclslng Jnfluenc.e 

E.ffo.;:tiv<.· l<>ubylng as a 
F'<,lltic,\l Tool 
T,1l<lng Charge-: n,.,- Ch<1llengc� 
ancl R£sponslhllltles of 
Le,,dcrship 
Rr,,c-hlng Out an<! Developing 
Popul.ir Support 
Ci\pit,,H::.\113 011 the- PeilCC 
Agr�cment: What It �n 
mc-<1n for w,,men? 
M,,n<1ging Pvl>llc and Private ur.:.­

Bvll<llng A1l1a.nces for Lcgblc\tlVe 
Action 
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legal and Social rrogress 
In a Clvll Society 

Legal Protections In a CMI 
Society 

Strategte.s for Transforming a 
Culture of Violence 
DomEc-sttc Violence and thi;; 
Crlmlnc'II Justlc.e System 
c,plt.:,llslng on the Peace 
Agreement: What It can meal) 

for Women? 

f>rlciglng the Sectarl.:\n Divide: 
Taking Respons!bllltles, 
Taking Risks 

Soda1.I Justice In a Time of 
Change 

Restorative Ju!'>ticc- for Victims of 
Violence 
fr<.>l'T) P,,per to Practice: Moving 
from Leg.,! E.qu,,nty to Actu3I 
[qu,,llty 
Long ·Term Sustalni\bll ity: 
Bringing Ref.ourcei; to the 
Commulllly 
Women Org<1nlslng for the 
future 
Using Public Aw�rePe-ss 
CaMp..,lgns for Socl3f Cluc:P� 

Rights and Responslbllltles 

Dcvcloptng Transparency In 
Government Processes 
l"risoner Reconclflatlon In a 
just Society 

Wo1klng with the Medla for 
Legal and Sod,11 r'rogrc�5 
New Ni'ltlon.:11 l'ncl 11,.te:m<1.tlonal 
Human Rfghts Leg!!;l.:1t!on: 
The lmf's\Ct on Women 
Adv<'lnclng the Stdtus of WomE"n 
throu�h Aclvl!'.c'Hj/ Bo<ll�s ancl 
Civic Fori.'l 

EconomJc Development 
and Opportunity In a 

Time of Change 

Cre.dlng Opportunities 

�ringing Women Into 
Non-Tr.i.dltional Job$/Profus$lons 

• Tapping Into Re-sources: Getting
Wh.,t You Need From Support
Agencies

Long-Term Sustc\[nablllr:y,
B1,1lldlng Partnerships for

Non•Prollts 
Wc;>l'll<;1, In Big Buslness, 

How to Suc:a:ed 
New Technology

New OppOrhmltl�s 
Women Growing the E1;onomy

funding, Financing, and 
Manning for Growth 

BM>IC funcl-Ralslng for 
Community and Volur1tary 
Organisations 
Mlcrocredit and 
Entrepreneurship 
Growing � Sm;,ill Su�ln�.!\�: 
Attr.actlng lnvt:Mment ,md 
Pl,,nnlng for Growtl, 
M.arkctlng Strilt<:gies for Small 
Businesses 
Mapping Your Career Growth 

Women ""d the Workplace 

Advancing Women ln the 
Worl<.place Thro1,1gh Unions 
f'rescnt"1lon Skllls for Women 
In Buslness 
Career and Mentorlng Networks 

for Wom�•l In Business 
Creating a More Family-friendly 
Workpl.:ict':' 
New Pattners: Te<hnology M� 
Entrepreneurship 

During your free time, visit the Cyber Care, 

the Art E:xhibition or the Vital Voices Information Exchc!\Jlge. 

Walch the closed c.i<:ult 1V monitors for documentary films by women film directors. 
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VITAL VOICES 

Vital Voices ls an on-going, global initiative which supports US Secretary of State 

Madeleine Albright's mandate to integrate issues affecting women into the mainstream of 

American foreign policy. The Vital Voices conferences seek to build on existing ties, 

establish new relationships, expand partnerships, and secure resources to strengthen the 

roles of women in democracy. 

During the first two days of each Vital Voices conference, participants develop strategies for 

action in three focused areas of concern to women. Vital Voices Belfast focused on 

women's 

• Participation in Public Life

• Legal and Social Progress in Civil Society

• Economic Development in a Time of Change.

The closing day of the Vital Voices conference focused on "Partnership Opportunities" for 

the future. Conference participants will continue to build on the conference strategies by 

developing on�going partnerships and exploring follow-up projects. 

The participants of the Vital Voices conference come together to share their knowledge, 

experience, and expertise. The "Partnership Opportunities" portion of the conference 

encouraged participants to focus on and think creatively about how to maximise their 

participation. 

0 PRONI CENT/3/232A 
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"PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES" 

PG: 1 

Prior to the Vital Voices conference government agencies, private sector corporations, non­

governmental organisations, experts, and individuals developed UPartnership Plans". The 

plans outlined follow•up projects focused around the conference themes. Each "Partnership 

Plan" was included in the conference programme. On the closing day of the conference, the 

''Partnership Plans" were presented and further developed at working sessions. 8y the end 

of the day, "Partnership Plans" were moulded Into partnership projects that suit the needs of 

the Vital Voices participants. 

FOLLOW UP TO BELFAST CONFERENCE 

A steering group representing various interests in NI and the US is being established to 

advise on how the outcomes of the Conference should be taken forward, and Pearl Sagar is 

to be appointed as a consultant to co-ordinate the follow up to the Partnership Plans. 

0 PRONI CENT/3/232A 
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cover a range of issues such as childcare, unemployment, education, legal protectors, and 

domestic violence. For example: a New Deal for lone parents will help women back into 

work. We are taking steps to identify and plan the particular needs of children and parents in 

Northern Ireland, and a new Play Care initiative will provide out of school play opportunity for 

children to enable parents to return or remain in work. We are also providing help through a 

new child care tax credit scheme to help parents with the cost of child care. We are working 

to increase the number of women appointed to public bodies and working on a Northern 

Ireland Strategy to combat Violence against women. 

As part of our follow up to the Belfast Conference I am pleased {to be able to tell you today} 

that Pearl Sagar has been appointed as a consultant to co-ordinate and develop the 

partnerships which were suggested at the Conference. A steering group, representing a 

variety of interests in Northern Ireland and the US [has also been] [will shortly be] 

established to oversee and advise on the follow up. We want to grasp wholeheartedly at all 

partnership opportunities, and to develop the strong links which already exist between 

people on both side of the Atlantic. We want to create new ties and make new connections 

which will allow groups to work together more effectively. 

finally t want to repeat my heartfelt gratitude to the people in the US who have supported 

the initiative which will play such a vital role as we move forward to peace and prosperity in 

Northern Ireland. 
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