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8T2 7BB _7/ October 1997

Dear

ACCRSS TO GOVERNMENT: CENTRAL SECRETARIAT CIRCULAR ON CONTACT WITH SINN
FRIN

The Secretary of State has decided, in the light of Sirn Fein’s admission
to the Talks and their affirmation of the Mitchell Principles, that they
should be treated on the same basis as other political parties.

In order to ensure that the policy followed by both Government Departments
and Non-Departmental Public Bodies is the same revised Guidelines for
Contact with Sinn Fein have teen issued. A copy i8 attached for your

information.

Any queries should be addressed to Central Secretariat whose telephone
numbers are listed under the heading "contact points" on the attached copy

of the Guidelines.

Yours sincerely

’—-'-""-_ .

SHEILA RODGERS
Industrial Relations and Equality Division
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ACCESS TO GOVERNMENT : CENTRAL SECRET/
WITH SINN FEIN

1. On 16 June 1997, Departments were provided wui

Sinn Féin.

2 The Secretary of State has decided, in the light of Sinn Féin's admission to the Talks

and their affirmation of the Mitchell principles, that they should be treated on the same

basis as other political parties. The attached guidance therefore replaces that ;ssued

in June this year and should be applied by Departments until further notice.

3. Departments should, as in the past, bring this guidance to the attention of appropriale
staff. Non-Departmental Public Bodies shouid also be made aware of the revised

guidance and their own practice should reflect the same principles.

CONFIDENTIAL
HS.PMcA GCSF




CONFIDENTIAL

Any queries should be addressed to Central Secretariat (5)281523/(5)28158/(5)28168&
who will consult Political Affairs DlViSiOI.‘i and Constitutional and Political Division, NIO,

as necessary.

[Signed: DAE]

D A BROWN
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ANNEX A

FOR CONTACT WITH SINN FEIN

This guidance replaces the Central Secretariat guidance 1ssued on 18 June 1897

The New Policy

In the wake of the Secretary of State's announcement on 28 August that she
regarded the ceasefire as unecuivocal and Sinn Fein's formal commitment to the
Mitchell principles of democracy and non-violence on 9 September, Ministers have
agreed that they would be ready to consider requests from representatives of Sinn
Fein to meet Ministers and officials gn thejr merits, Such requests from Sinn Fein
should be dealt with gn the same basis as requests from other parties having regard

to the level of their electoral support and political representation.

This new policy has been specifically introduced on the basis that it will continue n
operation only for so long as Sinn Fein remain eligible to participate in the Talks and
the IRA ceasefire remains in place. The policy would therefore have to be reviewed

again urgently, were either of these two factors to change.

4,

Any queries should be addressed to Central Secretariat (5)28153/(5)28158/(5)28188.

SEPTEMBER 1997
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