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Herewith as promised a copy of the Clinton-Gore letter settmg out thelr

positions on Ireland, seeking support from Irish American voters.
Jonathan Powell has already circulated this, on 23 Oct, along with a
line to take in a covering letter to Margetts in SIL.

Derek Wheeler \
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Oc¢tober 23, 1992

Let me axtend nmy thanks to you for your support and leadership
as Chairman of Irish~Americans for Clinton/Gere. Your commitnment
to the goals we 2ll share -- a Demacratic victory in November asa
well as a better 1l1life for all Americans —~- has made a real
difference.

I want to send my warm greetings and hearty thanks to all of
you gathered together this evening in support of our campaign. The
support of the Irish American community is crucial to our alection
effort and I am grateful for your support.

In addition, let me recognize an individual who has provided
tireless support for our ticket and who has made a real difference
in tha atruggle for peace in Northern Ireland, Boston’s
distinguished Mayor, Ray Flynn. And 1t is a special honor for all
of us to have the valued sBupport and guidance of a good friend of
Democrats and Irish-Americans everywhere, Paul 0O’Dwyer.

The lasting contributions of the Irish-American community are
what have helped make this country strong. 2and I am pleased that
today President Bush signed into law a COngressional resolution AS°
designating March 1993 as "Irish-American Heritage Month." ~Becauge o
Xreland has given so much to our country, we owe a special debt in U'é”
return. We commend the Democratic leaders in Congress who acted to el
end the long history of discrimination against Ireland and other J¢owe 10” |
nations in our immigration laws. And we will work to ensure that UA,QQQ

political considerations do not hinder the workings of our courts

in asylum cases. Qe K
: Sanator Gore and I share the goal of 21l Irish-Americans for - ({_}%
peace in Noxrthern Ireland. We believe that the United States nmust

reflect this concern more effectively in its foreign policy. We
condenn the violence and bloodshed which has scarred Northern
Ireland and oppose all attempts to achieve political goals through
terror and viclence. We call on peoplea of nations throughout the
world to end their financlal support for those who seek to gain
their goals by violence.
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: We are encouragad by the current talks between the
constitutional parties of Northern Ireland and the British and
Irish governments. A Clinton Administration will take a more
active role in working with the leaders in these nations to achieave
a just and lasting settlement of the conrflict. A permanent and
peacaful solution to the crisis in Northern Ireland can only be
achieved if the underlying causes of the strife and instability are
dealt with vigorously, fairly and within a time-frame that
guarantees genuine, substantial, and steady progress. I beliave
the appointment of a U.S5. special envoy to Northern Ireland could

be a catalyst in the affort to secure a lasting peace.

We believe that the British Government must do more to oppose (.}
the job discrimination that has created unemployment levels two and W
a half times higher for Catholic workers than Protestant workers.
There can be no lasting gettlement in Northern Ireland until such
discrimination 1s8° ende®.  The HMacBride Principles set forth
appropriate guldelines for investment ¢o help achieve these goala.

We also believe that the British Govermment must establish
more effective safeguards against the tvanton /Juse of lethal force (

/

and against further collusion between‘-ths"security forces and
Protestant paramilitary group=s.

The people of Northern Ireland hava endured more than two
decadea of bloodshed and devastation. More than three thousand
cltizengs have died in the continuing violence. A reallsatic
solution to the suffering can be achieved only through political

negotiations and the consent ¢of the people, not by further acts of
violence. - '

Senator Gore and I look forward to working with you in the
yeare ahead to achleéve these goals and bring peace and justice to
Northern Ireland. But we must also join together in the fight for

a better America.

It is time to renew our hope for the future of this nation,
our faith in the American people and our vision for the kind of
country we can bulld together. Al Gore and I have a plan to

rabuild America.

Our plan reflects the concerns of the Irish-American community

who uwnderstand the value of family, hard work and community. We
will create thousands of new Jjobg, by among other things,
supporting small business and encouraging private investment in
- America. Our plan seeks to reward people who work hard and play by
the rules, by reforming welfare as we know it. We have a mstrong
anti-crime approach based around support for expanded community-
based law enforcement. And we will control the health care costs
that are currently ¢rippling our economy and provide insurance for

the 35 million people without it.

Perhaps most important of all, A-l Gora and I will make
education a top priority, replacing rhetoric with results. Our
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plan calls for 1lifetime learning based around educational
ogportunity. we know that education of the next generation is one
of the most important aims of govarnment. Our young people must be
prepared to compete in the global markstplacs.

_ With your help, we will win on November 3 and have the
opportunity to rebuild America together.

Bill clinton
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