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VIA FAX TO: Speed Dial (2 pages + cover). 

TO: Anthony Cary 
Chancery 
Washington 

CC; Anita Bharucha, NIO Londo, 
Philip Priestley, NAO, FCO 
Peter Reid, BIS New York 

FR.OM: Terri Evans, Press and Public'Affairs 

RE: JOE KENNEDY REACl'ION TO DRUMCREE 

BrlJish Con.rulate·General 
Federal Re.serve Plaza, 2.Sth Floor 

600 Alltwlc A11e, Bolton, MA. 02210 

Tel 617/248·9555 
FOi& 6171248·9578 

- - .. .. ,, .... - ' 

1. Joe Kennedy's B01ton office copied me on a letter which has this afternoon gone to the
Prime Minister expressing Kennedy's 

;
cem over events at Drwncrce and his intention to file

a resolution asking for a sense of Congr H that marches not take place along disputed routea. I
have not seen the exact wording of the solution; I have sent KeMedy's office co�ies of the
Secretary of State'! statement in whic:h she discusses the European Convention on Human
Rights. 

2. �tbe letter (the reply to which I would expect we will want to help craft) may provide uaefuJ
badcground '9ri.th any conversations you have with either Kcnnedy's office on the subject.
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The- Rt. Hon. �cny Blair,� 
pir'iJie M!ni;ster 
10 Dov.ning s�et 
IAndon,· Engl.and 

'Daar- Mr, Prime Minister: 

July 7, 1997 
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I ma writin� to �reas my disappointment aver yo,a 
�overnaent' s decision to al�ow Oranqe Order marchers to para.tie dc,vn 
the GU'Yaqhy Road. in Porta�cnm this past s�a.y and �o ur9e you tg 
�dope a policy of raspactinq local consent aa the marchin� season 
r1cw mc,ves to ot.her aomaunities in Northern Ireland. 

% am particularly concerned about th• cranqa order• s tlisputed 
plans to march d0vn the �redominantly . C:athol.ic IA:Nar Oraeau J\oacl in 
Belfast thi.s cominc, saturci;ay. 'l'he already fragile peace process, 
:z.•ocked by the &how of· police fore� in Poi-tadovn and riotinq in 
c»ther areas 0f: .the prQVi�ce last weeJc:end, YOuld s1.if�e.z- �er 
blows if ·marchers are one'- aqain allcwed through a naighborhood 
,,nere · residents have �learly stated their opposi�ion t.o 
t:ri\:IQh&lislt clisip�ays af trnicmism. . 

such a dacisicn would ris� aettinq off ftu:thar outJ::areak.s oi
csivil- · disorder and. �rtll'er alienati.n9 tha good will . ot the 
lla:tion.ali•� ee:mmunity, 'f!'hose participa�ion. in the peace process is 
ussent.1.il to a lasting settlement of �e conflict .. As ;-acen� wants 
}1ava pr�ad., backing down/ to ailitant t:nionia does �ng .to 
unc:oura9e qoocl faith on tile part of those cammitted to�·peac:e and 
r,iaply inflames t:1.ose vhoJare looking fci- any excuse �o ret\U:11 to
a. p:-otra�ed c:ampai;n of .iol.ance. · 

There are a hum.bar of my coll.eatues on Cap1�ol Hill Who share 
:my.ccncezne. Whan congress raconvenes tomorrow, I plan to fila a 
r@isolut.icn askin!J th� House cf Repraaentat1ves to axpress its 
c,pposi�icn te allovin9 m.a:ches th�ou9h disputed areas. 

since �alcinq office,i your 9overnment has taken a nuuu of 
encouraging steps toward

:
l:iuild.intJ l::let'tu ties »atveen d.iv1d.ed 

c:o'Zlm\'2nities and rais�ng th confidence of the ca�olic CODW'lity in 
vo�r cownitment to )US�ic. That confidence vaa sorely teste� by 
1:.he events in Portaclown.. 
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Tha Rt. Hon. T0ny Blair 
Pa9e TWO 
J'UlY 7, 1997 
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DisallovincJ ma�ches &lon; 4iapute4 routes in Beltast, Derry 
anc:l othe:- comauniti4g _.;. Vb.erever no lccal consent eMistc -- is the 
l:lest way to sond a-':aaassa9e that you are C:01ffllitte4 to protectin, t:he 
lives an4 property of all and to �espaccinq t.ha voice ot every 
coimunity in lrelan4. 

laat Kay, you �old tie RO)'al Ulster ACJ%'1cultura1 s"iety:· "No 
one with any s:ense ve-ta! more Drumc:rees. '' Nevertheless, another 
�:-ee did occur this �eekend; 

I 
I 

To prevent l)rUmeree frOJ1.fallin9 avain across �• lancl&�e of 
Ireland, I �e you to respact the wishes of local resi4ants and 
})an marches vhare no ocnsent is raachec!. 
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