British Consulate-General
Federal Reserve Plaza, 25th Floor
600 Adareic Ave, Boston, MA 02210

&Y Tel 617/248-9555
| Fax 617/245-9578
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VIA FAXTO: Speed Dial (2 pages + co!ver)\

TO: Anthony Cary
Chancery
Washington

CC: Anita Bharucha, NIO Londo
Philip Priestley, NAD, FCO

Peter Reid, BIS New York | ‘ ey

FROM: Terri Evans, Press and Public' Affairs
RE: JOE KENNEDY REACTION TO DRUMCREE

1. Joe Kennedy's Boston office c?ied me on a letter which has this afternoon gone to the
Prime Minister expressing Kennedy's cancern over eveats at Drumcree and his intention to file
a resolution asking for a sense of Congress that marches not take place along disputed routes. I
have aot seen the exact wording of the resolution; I have sent Kennedy’s office copies of the
Secretary of State's statement in which she discusses the European Convention on Human
Rights.

2. 'The letter (the reply to which I would expect we will want to help craft) may provide useful
background with any conversations you have with either Kennedy'’s office on the subject.
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Moyl House of Representatibes

July 7, 1997

The. Rt. Kon. Tony Blair, MP
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street

london, England

Tear Mr. Prime Minister:

I am writing ¢to e{cp:ess ny disappointment owver Yyour
govermment's decision to allow Orange Order marchers to parade down
the Garvaghy Reoad in Portadown this past Sunday and ®o urge you to
adopt a policy of raspecting lccal consent as the marching season
rnow moves to other communities in Northern Ireland.

I am particularly concerned about the Orange Oxrder's disputed
plans to march dovn the predominantly Catholic Lover Oraeau Road in
Belfast this coming Saturday. The already fraglile peace process,
rocked by the show of police forca in FPortadown and rioting in
other areas of the province last weekend, would suffer further
blows if marchers are once again allowed through a neighborhoed
vhere residents have cleazrly stated their opposition <o
triumphalist displays of Uhionissm.

Suech a decision would risk setting off Surther outbreaks of
oivil disorder and further alienating the good will of ¢the -
¥ationalist community, whose participation in the peace process is
esgential to a lasting settlement of the conflict. As recent events
have proved, backing down to =militant Unionism does pothing to
encourage good faith on the part of those committed to’ peace and
sinply inflames thesa who are looking far any excuse to returm to
a protracted campaign of ¥iclence. :

There are a number of my colleagues on Capitel Hill who share
Iy . Concerns. When Congress reconvenes terorrow, I plan to file a
resoluticn asking the House of Represehtatives to axpress its
opposition to allewing marches through disputed areas.

gince taking office, | Your government has taken 2 number of
encouraging steps toward| building better ties between divided
communities and raising the confidence of the Catholic community in
your commitment to justice. That confidence was sorely tested by
the events in Portadown.
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The Rt. Hon. Tony Blair
Fage Two
July 7, 1997
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Disallowing marchas along disputed routes in Belfast, Derzy
and othezr communities -- vherever no local consent exists -- is the
best way to send a message that you are cormitted to protecting the
lives and property of all and to respecting the voice of every
community in Ireland.

last May, you told the Royal Ulster Agricultural scciety:""nc
one with any sense wants more Drumcrees." Nevertheless, another
Drumczee did occur this ﬂeekend.

Te prevent Druncree £ron £alling again across the landscape of

Ireland, I ugge you to raespact the wishes of local zesidants and
ban marches where no coensent is reached.
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