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NP3TILCAREN RROEOSAL:

INTERNATIONAL ACREEME

letter from che RQaecratarv of Srtrate for

Heh i) s fer Nerthern Ireland to Irish Foreign
Minister:
Four Excellency,
L AR RN Yolorm oty 2 G2 | Smratis U
- the Agreement ketWwezan ths Ccovarnmont <Sf the United Xinsdom of Grsat
Britzin and Northern ZIreland and the Government of Ireland dcne at
Delf=ct gunilol n==i v ool (Ra=aafibe it nall Red Eisn - e S AgTeemene )i ;

- the Agreement between the CGovernment cf the Uniced Xingdem cf Great
Bricain andéd Nerthern Ireland and the Geverament cf Ireland estaklishing
a British-TIrish Council done at Duklin on &§ March 12293,

L

the Agreement between the Covernment cf th=a United Xincdom cf Great

Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of Ireland establishing
a British-Irisil Intergovernmental Ccnference dorne at Dublin on 8 Marxch
1LEESIEES

- the 2greement between the Government of the United Xingdcm of Great
Britain and Ncrthernm Ireland and the Gevernment of Ixeland establishing
Im>lementzation Beodies done at Dublin om 8 Mazrc LIS ("the
Imoiementation Bodies Agreement®};

- the Agreement between the Government cf the United Xingdem of Great
Britain and Northern Irelznd and the Government c¢f Ireland establishing
a Nerth-South Ministerial Council done at Dublin cn 8 March 1993.

Further to discussions between our two Governments, and consultation
with the political parties in Northern Ireland, concerning the full and
aflective implementation of the Multi-Party Agreement reached at Belfzast
on 10th 2pril 1958 ("the Multi-Party Agreement'") i1n accordance with its
review provisions, I have the bhonour to propose that the abcve
Agreements, and any supplementary arrangements concluded pursuant to
those Agreements, shall apply subject to the arrzligements set out in the
Annex to this Note.

If the foregoing prorosal is acceptakle to your Government, I have the
honour to propose that this Note and your reply to that effect shall
constitute zn Agreement ketween our two Gevernments which shall entexr
into <force on the date oan which the British-Irish Acreement enters into
Icrce.

I avail myself of this odpcrtunity to renew to Youxr Excellency the
assurance of my highest ccnsideration.

Marxrjorie Mcwlam
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ANNEX

PART A

COMMENCEMENT & CESSATION OF SUSPENSION

q: . In the event that:

(1} the Independent International Decemmissioning Commission
("*the Commission') raports to the British and Irisha Covernments
that a political party or other organization has failed %tz take
any step specified by the Commission in accordance with the
Muelti-Party Agreement within a period so specified or has
ctherwise  failed to honour 2 commitment relating to
decommissioning; oOr

(ii) the British Government, following comsultation with the
lrish Government, determines that a2 political party representec
in the Northern Ireland Asserbly ("the Assembly”) has failed to
Lhoncur =z commitment relating to the operation cf dJdevolwvea
government in Northern Ireland;

the suspension arrangements in Part B below shall be brought into
operaticn immediztely.

For the purposes of this paragraph:

"commitment", means a ccumitmenT arising under the Multi-Party
Agreement, including a commitment to adhere to the three principles
set out cthe joint statetient of the British and Irish Covernments
issued on 25th June 1999, that is:

(1) an inclusive Executive exercising devolved powers;

(2) decommissioning oi all paramilitary arms by May
2C000; and

(3) Jdecommissioning to be carried ocut in a manner
determined bv the Commission.

forganization! does not incluce an crganization specified in an
order made under the Northern Ireland (Sentences) Act 1998.

2. (a) The suspension arrangements in Section 1 of Paxt B shall be
brought 1into operation by the British Government in accoxdance with
the relevant procvisions of Unitecd Ringdom legislation.

(p) The suspension arrangements I Sections 2 and 3 of Part B shall
be brought into operation on the same date as those in Section 1 by
an exchange of lecters between the British and Irish Governments.

3.{z) The suspension arrangements shall remain in operation until
terminated by decisicen of the British and Irish Govexnments
fcllowing consultation with the political parties represeancted in the
Assembly.
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(b) Such termination shall ke given effect:

(1) in relation to the suspension arrangements in Section 1 of
Part A, by the British Government acting in accordance with the
relevant provisions of United Kingdom legislation;

(ii) in zelaticn to the suspension arrangments in Sections 2 and
3 ¢cf Part B by &n exchange of letters between the British and
Irish Govexrnments.
SART B
TON AR BME

The follewing arrangements shall app}y from thelr entrv intc
operation in &accordance wilth paragraph 2 of Part A until their
terminaticn in accordance with paragraph 2 of Part A.

Secticn One

al; The operation ci devolved government in Northern Ireland shall

be suspended in accordance with United Xingdom legislilation.

2. The British Goverament shall, as zppropriate and save as decided

otherwise, assume the benefits and duties of arrangements encered
into by Northexn Ireland Ministers.

Section Two
L The | Council shall not convene or otherwise
operace. -
2 The North-South Ministerial Councll shall not convene cr

otherwise operate.

3. The British-Irish Intergovernmencal Conference shall ccntinue tc
operate save that those arrangements relating to the partizipaticn
cf Ncrthern Irzland Ministers cor their representative shall not

aprly.
Section Three

1, (a) ©Subject to paragrarch 4 below, the Bodies establighed by the
Implementation Bodies Agreement shall only continue to operate to
the extent necessary < carry out such activities as were
exercisable priox to the entry into operation of tha suspension
arrangements or as may be required to comply with legal, incluéing
contracctuzl, obligations or other ccmmitments.

(b) During the period cf the operation of cthe suspension
arrangements the British and Irish Govermments shall no? confer new
functions on the Bodies noar shall they establish new implementation
bodies.

G
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2. (a} (1) The responsibilities and functions eXercisable by the

Ncrch/Scuth Ministerial Council uncer the Implementation Beodies
Agreement chzll be exercisable by the British and Irizh Covezrnments
csave that no decisions shall pe taken on new policies and actions
for implementation by the Bodies.

(i1) Where under the Implementation Bodies Agreement reports or
szatements are to be subitted Lo th North/Southk Ministerial
Council, such zreports cr statements shall be &submitted to the
Britisn and Irxish Governmernts.

(b) (1) The responsibilities and functions exercisable by z Northern
Treland Minister or by the Assembly under the Implementation RBRodies

Agreement, including these relatiang to the provision of fundirng,
nzll be exercisable by the British Coveznment.

(il) Where undexr the Impiementation RBodies Agreement, reports are to
be submicted to, or persons are tc pe appear before or co-operate
with, the Assembly or one of its committees, such rapoxts shall be
submitted te, and such perscns shall appear before or co-operate
with, the Unitec Xingdcm Parliamernt.

(c) The responsibilities and functions exercisable by a Nortaezn
Ireland Department under the Implementation Bodies Agreemer shall
continue to be exercised by that Department.

3. Where the Implementation Bodles Agreement stipulates that action
shall be taken on or kv a specified date such dzte shall ke deemed
to have been extended by the period during which the suspension
arrangemencs remain in operation.

4 . (2) The British and Irish Covernments shall as soon as possiktle,
Aand no lzter than two morths, after the entry into operation of the
susgension arrangements agree on arrangements for <he transfer of

the Bedies’ funcitions to the relevant Northern Ireland =a2nd Irish
Departments. The Bodies shall only retain such functions as weze
exercised by a2 single bedy in both ]urlsdlctlons prior to the entry
intc f£orce of the Implementation Bodies Agreement.

(b) In the event of the termination of the suspension arrangements,
such * functions as have been transferred to Northern Izeland and
- Irish Departments in accordance with sub-paragragh (a) above shall
te transTterred back t¢ the relevant Bodies in accordance with
grrangements Co be determingé by the Bxitish and Irish Covernmerts.

TOTAL P.ES
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BILL

Make provision for the suspension in certain circumstances of A.D. 1999.
devolved government in Northern Jreland and the exercise of
certain funcuons conferted by or under Part V of the
Northern Ireland Act 1998; and for connected purposes.

with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritval and Temporal,

and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

BEITENACIED by the Queen's most Bxcellent Majesty, by and

S 1.—<1) This section applies where, at any ume after the Suspensionof

commencement of Pants [I and [ of the Narthemn [reland Acr 1998 (“the  dcvolved |
1998 Act”)— governmentctc,

(a) the Decommissioning Commissicn reperts lo the Secretary of 1998 c.47.
State that a pelitical party or other organisation=—

10 (i) has failed to take any step specified by the Commission
In accordance with the Belfast Agreement within a period so
specified; or

(i1) has failed to honour a commitment reladng (o
decomrmissioning; or

15 (b) the Secretery of Stare has reason to believe, after such
consultation as be. considers necessary, that a political party
whose members hold seats 1n the Assembly has failed to honoura
commitment relating (o devolution.

(2) The Sccretary of State shall make a suspension order, that is to say,
20 =an crder providing that duning the suspension period—

(a) no Act shall be passed by the Assembly and, except as auchorised
under paragraph 4 of cthe Schedule to this Act, uncither the
Assembly nor any committee of the Assernbly shall hold any
rmreelings or conduce anv business:

25 (b) po person shalf hold office as a Minister or junior Minister, or as a2
chalirman ar deputy chairman of a staturory commiteee; and

gPROEl CENT/1/28/27
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2 Narthern lreland

(¢) none of the following shall be exefrcisable—

(i) the functions conferred by section S2 or 53 of the 1998
Act (North-South Ministedal Council and British-Irish
Council); |

(31) ‘the functions conferred by section 54 of that Act
(British-Irish Intergovernmental Conferance): and

(1ii) the function conferred by section 55(2)(b) of that Act
of conferring functions on implementation bodies.

(]

(3) The provisions of the Schedule to this Acr shall have effect with
respect to the exercise of lepislative, executive and other functions in 10

relation to Northern Ireland during a suspension period.

(4) A ruzpencion order—

(a) may make such consequential, incidental and supglementary
modifications of enactments as appear to the Secretary of State
to be necessary or expedient; and 15

(b) shall be made by statutory instrurment which shsall be subject co
annulment 1n pursuance of 3 resoluton cf either House of
Parliament,

(3) In this section—

“commitment” means a commiument arising uander the Belfast 20
Agreement, ineluding a commitment to adhere to the three
principles agreed on 25th June 1999, namely—

. (1) an inclusive Executive should de formed exercising
devolved powers;
(ii) all paramilitary arms should be decommissicned by 2s
May 2000; and
(i} decommissioning should be carried out in 3 manner
determined by the Decommissioning Commission:
‘organisauon’’ does not include an organisation specified ip an ordes

1998 ¢,35. made by the Secretary of State under section 3(8) of the 30
Northem [reland (Sentences) Act 1998,

The suspension 2.—(1) The suspension period, in relation to a suspension order, shall

peniod. be the period beginning with the meaking of the order and ending with
such date a5 the Secretary of State, after such consultation as he considers
nccessary, may bv order digect. 36

(2) An order under subsection ()J) may make such consequential,
incidental and supplementary modifications of enacimants as appear o
the Secratary of State to be necessary or expedient.

(3) The power W0 make an order under subsection (1) shall be
exercisable by stawdtory instrument; and no order shall be made under 30
thar subsection unless ejther—

() a draft of the order has bcen approved by resolution of each
House «f Parliameant; oc

(b) the order declares that it appears to the Secratary of Stite ro be
cxpcdient for thc order to be made without & draft having been a5
50 approved.

p080759
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(4) An order under subsection ({), other than an ordec of Which a dralt
has been approved by resolution of each House of Parhamenr—

(a) shall be lald before Parliament after being made; 2nd

(b) if at the end of rthe period of forty days after the date on which it is
made the order has no¢ .been approved by resolution of cach
House. shall then cease 1o have effect (but withour prejudice to

anything previously done under the order or to the making of a
new order).

(5) In reckomning the pericd mentioned in subsection (4) no account
shall be taken of any time danng which Parliament |5 dissolved or
prorogued or during which doth Houses are adjourned fotr more than four
days.

3.—(1) This section applies where a suspension period is brought to an
end under section 2(1).

(2) If there are two persons who, if the suspension order had not been
made, wounld be holding or would be entitled to hold office as First
Minister and depury First Minister, those persons shall resume or, as the
case may be, take up those affices.

(3) In any other case, section 16 of the 1998 Act shal) apply as if the
reference to cthe Assembly’s first meeting included a reference to the
ending of the suspension peried.

(4) Any pecsons wha, if the suspension order had not been made,
would be holding or would be eatitled to hold office as—
(a) Northern Ireland Ministers or junier Ministers: or
(b) chairmen or deputy chairmen of a staturtory commirtees,
those persons shall resume ar. as the c4se may be, take up those offices.

(5) If. aftec the application of subsection (4), there are any vacancies i

any such offices as are mentioned in that subsection, those vacancies shall
be filled—

() in the case of Northern IreJand Ministers, under section 18(10) of
the 1998 Act;

(b) in the case of junior Ministers, under the provision for the filling
of vacancies made by virtue of section 19(3)(a) of that Acr; and

(c) in the case of chairmen or deputy chairmen of statutory

committees. under standing orders made by virtue of section
29(8) of that Act.

4d.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Narthem Ireland Act 195S.
(2) In this Act—
“"the 1998 Act” means the Northern Izeland Act 1998

“‘the Decommuissioning Commission” means the Independent
International Commission on Decommissioning established by
agreement between Her Majesty's Government in the United
Kingdom and The Govermment of Ireland:

“statueory commuttee’” shall de constried in accordance with section
29 of the 1998 Acrc:

pNS0799
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4 Northern Ireland

“suspension order’” shall de constried in accerdance with secrion
1(2); '

.“suspension period”, in relation to a suspension order, shall de
constried in accordance with saction 2(1):

- and cxpressians which are also used in the 1998 Act have the same 3
meanings as in cthat Act,

p0S0799
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SCHEDULE

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE DURINC SUSPENSION PERIOD
Legitlanve functions

1. —(1) Durning a suspemsion pcriod or, in the caze of a suspension period
which exceeds six months, during the ficst six moaths of that period. Her
Majesty may by Order in Council make laws for Northern lreland and, in
pardcular. provision for any matter for which the 1998 Act authonses or
requires provision ro Be made by Act of the Assembly,

(2) No recommendation shall be madc te Her Majesty to make any Order in
Cauncil undor thiz p:.ragr:.ph CONLAUNINE & pro vision which would be outside the
legislative competence of the Assembly.

(3) No recommendaton shall de madc to Har Majesty ta make an Order in
Council under this paragraph unless either—

(2) a drafl of the Ocdec has been approved by resolution of each Housc of
Parliament; or

(d) the Order declares thatit has been ynade 1o appear to Her Majesry (hat b)
reason of urgency the Order requires to be made mchout a draft
naving been so approves.

(4) Any Order in Council auder this paragraph, other thap an Order of which a
draft has been sapproved by resojution of gach House of Pacliament—
(a) shall de laid before Parliament after being made: and
(b) if 2t the end of the period of forty doys after the date on which 1t is
made the Order has not becn approved by resaluton of each House,

shall then ceasa to have effect (but without prejudice to anything
previouslv dane under the Order or 1o the making of a new Order).

(S) In reckoning the period mentoned in subsparagraph (4) no accountshal) be
taken of any time during which Parliament Is dissolved or prorogued or during
which bath Houses are edjpumed for more than four days,

(6) References 10 Acts of the Assembly in any enactment or iastzument
(wvherher passed or made before oOr after the passing of this Act) shall, so far as cha
context permits, be decmed to include references to Orders in Council vader
this paragraph.

(7) Orders in Council under this paragraph may be omitted from any annual
edition of staturory instruments required to be prepared under regulations made by
virtse of section B of the Statutory Instaments Act 1946.

(8) The Secrerary of State may by order divect, in relation te any suspension
penod. that sub-paragraph (!) shall have effect as if the numbder of manths
mcnuoncd ip that sub-paragraph (whether a5 enacted or as previously modified
under Whis Sub-paragrapd) were incrcased by such auwmber of months not
excceding six as may dec specified in the order.

(9) The power 1o make an order Under sub-paragraph (8) shall be excrcisable by
statutory fnsmument: and no order shall te made upder that sub-paragraph
unless a draft of it has been approved by a resolution of csch House of
Parliament.

(10) In this paragraph “‘inswuments" includcs chartars, conracts and ocher
documents.

section | (3),
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6 Northern Ireland

Ezccurive functions

2.—(1) During a suspcnsion period any functions of a Minister may be
discharged by the Northern Ircland deparument of which he was in charge.

(2) During a suspension period any functioas of a Northem Ireland
department, including’ functions discharged by virmue of sub-paragraph (1),
shall bc discharged by the department subjcet to the direction and conwol of the
Secrelary of State. ;

(3) Anything required or authorised by or undes any enacument o instrument 0
be donc o or in relation to a Minister in copneclon with any functions
exercisadle by virtuc of this paragraph by’ a substituted authority (whether a
Northern Ireland depactment or the Secretary of State) shall, duning a
suspensjon period. be done iastead to or in relation to that authoriry.

(2) Anv cnocsiment or ingtvmant alall have effee so far as may he
necessary for or in consequence of the exercise of any funcuons by a
subsdoured authority by virtue of this paragraph, as if references (0 a Minister
were references to that authoriry.

(5) This paragraph shall nat invalidatc aoything donc before the beginning of a
suspension period; and—
(a) aanywing whichl, at the beginning of that peried, is in process of beinsg
done by or in relation to a Minister may be.continued by or in relation 1o
e substituted avthority: '

(b) any order. regulation, rule, direction. authority, appointment.
authendcauon, approval or other instrument ar act effective at te
beginning of that period as that of a Minister shall conunue to have
effect as that of (he substiuled authority.

(6) The foregoing provisians of this paragraph apply to functions conferred by
Any enactment or instrument during as well 2s beforc s suspension period

exeept in so far 35 provision to the contrary js made by that enactment or
insTument.

Subordinate insyrumen?s elc

5.—(1) Where under any anactment or instrument it is a conditon for the
takin g of any step (other than the annulmenc of any tnsgument) or the cominy of
anything inte opcration that a resoluzjon of motion has been passed or an
address presented by the Assembly, then, during a suspension period. that step
rmay de wken or 1bat thing shall come into oparation without any such
resolytion, mouon or address,

(2) AnV stantory iastrument made or coming into operation by virfue of sub-
paragraph (1) shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of
either House of Parliainent,

(53) Any stattory rulcs made or coming into aperytion dy virtue of sub-
paragraph (1) shall be subject to annvlment in pursuance of a resolution of
either Housc of Parlfamentin like manner as n statutory iastrurnem and section & of
the Statutory Insuments Act 1946 shall apply accordingly.

(4) Somuch of any enacunentorinstrumentas makes the taking of anv step or the
coming of anything into operation cynditional on tha laying of any insurument or
document before the Asscrably, or an any lapsc ot ume after an iostrument or
document 15 so laid. shall not apply during a suspension periad.

(5) So much of any cnacimeont ar instrument as makes it 3 condiuon for the
conunuing of apvthing in operation that a résolution or menion has been passed or
an address presentcd dy thc Asssmbly shall not apply in relauon to anything
done during a suspension period or in rejstion (o an¥thing done previously that
would, apart from this sub-paragraph. ecase (¢ have effect during (hst period,

pQ8Q799
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(6) No insuumecnt made during 1 suspension period shall e liable 1o-

annulment or capable of being revoked in pursuance of a resolvdon, mouaen or
address of the Assembly: and no draft of any such instcumont shall be laid
befere the Assembly nor shall aay proceedings be wken in the Assomhly with
respect  a draft of any such instrument.

(7) Regulations made during a suspension period under Arcle 7 of the
Srztutory Rules (Northern Ireland) Order 1379 shall not requice the concurtence
of the Presiding Officer of the Assembdlv.

(8) In this paragraph “statutory rules’ has the same meaning as it has for the
purposes of the Statutory Rules (Nerthern Ireland) Order 1979.

Meetixgs of Assembly and commites

4 —(1) Dunng a suspension period tic Scerewary of State may by nodice
served an the chs;dmg Officet authornise the Assemdly or any commitice of the

Assembly © meet at such tmes, and to conducr such busioess, as may be
specified in the nolice.

(2) For the purposes of sub-paragraph (1) die Assembdlv's standing orders
shall have e{fect subject to such modificarions as mav de specified 1p Qe notice,

Assembly Commission

S.—{1) During a suspefsion penod no meetngs shall de held by the
Northezn Ircland Asscmbly Commissica and the {funclions of chat
Commission—

(a) shall be exercisable by the Secrefery of State; aad

(b) in che case of funcuons under section 40(8) of the ]998 Act
(proceedings by or against the Assembly ), shall be so cxercisable in the
name of the Cormmissian,

(2) Anv expanditure incurred by the Secrewary of State in consequence of
this paragraph shall be paid out of moncy provided by Parlinment.

L Members’ remuneration and pensions

6.—(1) During a suspension period the functions of the Assembly under
sections 47 and 48 of the 1998 Act (remunefation and pensions) shall be
exercisgble by the Secretary of State.

(2) The funerions under section 48, and such of the functians under secvon 47 as
comnsist in the mzaking of determinanons, shall be exercisable by order made by
sietutcry instrument

(3) Any expendinure incurred By the Secretary of State in consequence of
this paragraph shall be paid out of rnoney provided by Parliament.

/mplementanon bodies

7.—(1) Referenccs w the Agreement in any order made under section 55 of the
(998 Act (implementation bodies) sha)] be construed at any lime during a
suspension period as rcfecrencecs o e Agrcement as it has effect at that ume
when read with anv subsequenl agreements between tha sama parties,

(2) For the purpases of secdon 53 a0y body which has at any timc been an
Implemenction body (withia the mcmmg of that scction) shall be ercaled uy
such a body during thc suspension period.

(37 In whis paragraph “the Agreemeni”’ means the Agrzement between Her
Majezty's Government in the United Kingdem and the Government of Ireland
which establichad implementation bodies and was done at Dublin on 8¢h March
1999.

po8o799
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5 8.—(1) During the suspension period section 96(2)(d) of the 1998 Act shall not
apply in relation Lo an order under szction 95 of that Act; but no such order shall ba
made unless either— _

(a) a draft of the order has been approved by resolution of each House of
Parljameny: or §

(b) the order declarcs thar 1t appears to the Scerctary of Suste 10 be
expedient for the order to be made without a draft having been <o
approved,

(2) Such an order as is meationed in sub-paragraph (1), other than an order of
which a draft has beed appraved by resclution of cach House of Parliament— 10

(a) shall be laid befarc Parliament after deing madc; and

(d) if at the end of the period of forty days afler the date oa which ic is
made the ordér has nol been approved by resolunion of each House.
shall then ccasc o have effect (dul widout prejudice 1o anywding
previously doac under the order or to the making of a new order). 15

(5) In reckoning the period mentioned in sab-paragrapl (2) no account shall de
taken of any dme during which Parilament is dissolved or prorogued or duning
which both Houses are sdjournmed for more than four days.

Audee

9. Dunng a suspeasion petiod the functiod of the Assembly upder section 20
65(1) of the 1998 (nomination of a person for appointment as Comprmroller aad
Auditor General for Northern Ireland) shell be cxereisable by the Secretarv of
State.

Accounts, reports and other documents

10.—(1) The accounrts and reports to which sub-paragraph (2) applies shall be 25
laid betore the House of Commons instead of the Assembdly; and the accounts,
reports and other dacuments to which sud-paragraph (3) applies shall be laid
before each Housc of Parliament instead of the Assembly,

: (2) This sub-patagraph applies to such of the accounts and reports required by
1921 c.2 (N.1.). section 11, 19. 21 or 22 of the Exchequer and Audit Act (Northecn Ireland) 30
S.1. 199311252 1921, orby Article 8 of the Flnancial Frovisions (Northern Ireland) Order 1993, o
(N.1.9). be laid before (or presented or made 10) the Assembly as relate to—

(s) any financial year ending during a suspeasion period; and
(b) if part of a financial year ending afrer the ¢nd of a suspension period
falls withia that period, the part falling within that period; 35
and for the purposes of paragaph (b) those accounts and reports shall be

preparcd scparately fer the part there mentioned and for the remainder of the
financial ycar 1in question.

(3) This sub-paragraph applies w0 such accounts. reports and other
documents required to be laid before (or preseanted or made o) the Asscmbly a5 20

may be pregeribed by ocrder of the Sceretary of Stule made by statutory
instrumeant.

(1) A statutory inettumentcontaining an order undec sub-paragraph (3) shall te
subject to annulmeat in porsvance of a resolurion of either Bouse of Parliament.
Ombudsman and Commissioner for Complainrs <S5

11.—(1) During a suspension period any teport required to be laid before the
Assembdlv undar—

S.1. 155&/1298 (a) Articla 17(1) or (2) of the Ombudsmaa (Narthern [reland) Order 1596: ot
(N.L8). (b) Article 19 of the Commissioner for Complaints (Northern Ireland)

S.1. 1996/1297 Order 1996, 1
(N.L.7).

shall be laid instead before each Heuse of Parliament. and the reference in
Arucle 18(2)(a) o1 te first-mentioned Order 6 a report to the Assembly shall
accordingly include a refercnce to a reparc (o cither House of Parliament.
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(2) During a3 suspéension period any *complaim under the Ombudsman ScH.

(Northern Ireland) Qrder 1996 may be mede to, and referred 10 the
Commissioner by, 8 member of the House of Commons; and refcrences to 2 S.1. 1996/1298%

member of the Assemblv in Articles 9. 16 and 1B of that Order shall be  (N.LB).
S constnled accordingly. e

-
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