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DUTY OFFICER

Two statements made to the Dublin offices of the Irlsh News by the Real IRA. The
first claimed responsibility for the Omagh bombing, the second reported a
suspension of ‘all military operations’ by the group with effect from midnight.

Copies of texts attached.

Two armed men reportedly entered The Talk of the Town bar sprinkled petrol
around and then set the premises alight before fleeing the scene in a car
belonging to a member of staff. Extensive damage caused to first floor.

All quiet.
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TEXT OF STATEMENTS MADE PM 18 AUGUST 1998 TO IRISH NEWS BY GROUP CALLING
ITSELF ‘OGLAIGH NA hEIREANN’

1. “This is about the explosion. This is Oglaigh na hEireann. There were three warnings put in.
There were 40 minute warnings on each of them - two to UTV and one to the Samaritans in
Coleraine.

“Each time the call was made, it was very clear and the people talked back.”

“The location was 300 to 400 yards from the Courthouse on the Main Street. At no time was it said it

was near the Courthouse. It was a commercial target.”

“‘Despite media reports it was not our intention at any time to kill any civilians.”

“It was a commercial target, part of an ongoing war against the Brits.”

“We offer apologies to the civilians.”

2. “As a direct result of the Omagh tragedy and also in response to the appeals of Bertie Ahern

and others we are currently embarking on a process of consultation on our future direction.

In the meantime, all military operations have been suspended from 12 midnight.”
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