RESTRICTED

From: R Jordan

29 June 1998

To: PS/Minister

BELFAST UNITED/NORTHERN IRELAND EVENTS COMPANY

Summary

Issue: Follow-up to the Minister’s meeting with the Chairman
and Chief Executive of the Sports Council on 26 May,
when the Minister undertook to speak to Lord Dubs
about the tensions in role between the NI Events
Company and the Sports Council

Timing: Not time-critical, but useful for the Minister to consider
this submission before we meet on 30 June

Recommendation: That the Minister does not need to speak to Lord Dubs
immediately, but should do so when clearer proposals
are available on a sports stadium for Northern Ireland.

Background

Mr Spence, Permanent Secretary of DOE, wrote recently to his Minister (see Tab A)
to advise him of the latest position on the possible development of a major sports
stadium 1n Belfast, with an English Premier League club such as Wimbledon as anchor
tenant. He notes the press coverage of the issue (see Tab B) and recommends that
Lord Dubs writes to the GB Sports Minister, Tony Banks, to bring him up to speed - a

draft letter is provided with the submission.
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Sports Council Position

The Chaimman of the NI Sports Council, Don Allen, and the Chief Executive,

Eamonn McCartan, met the Minister on 26 May to express their reservations about

DOE’s handling of this issue and more generally about the overlap in role between the

NI Events Company (chaired by DOE) and the Sports Council. Mr Allen’s particular

concerns about the Wimbledon issue were that the feasibility of the current proposals

was doubtful, as was the potential benefit to sport, and particularly soccer, in Northern

Ireland.

The Minister agreed to take a suitable opportunity to speak to Lord Dubs about these
matters and as a preliminary, I undertook to bring together Mr McCartan and the lead

DOE official, John Walker, to try to ease the apparent tensions. That meeting took

place on 3 June and was helpful in clearing up some gaps in knowledge and

misunderstandings and 1n agreeing steps to achieve a more harmonious and productive

future relationship 1n relation to both the NI Events Company and the sports stadium

project. Progress on the latter subject was consolidated by a further meeting on

12 June which 1 addition involved Ronnie Spence and Don Allen. That established

the shared objective (identified in paragraph 5 of Mr Spence’s submission) of reaching

a joint view, as soon as possible, on whether a viable proposal exists to build an

international standard sports stadium 1n Belfast which 1s capable of hosting a Premier

League football team.

[ believe that the tensions which had built up between the Sports Council and DOE

have now eased and, for the time being at least, there 1s a sense of common purpose.
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Minister’s commitment to speak to Lord Dubs

Given the progress which has been made, I do not think that a discussion with
Lord Dubs is immediately pressing. There will be a natural opportunity to take stock
when the consortium exploring the stadium options puts forward more definitive

proposals, probably during July. This would seem to be an appropriate occasion for

both Ministers to discuss how to move forward to ensure the meshing of regeneration

and sports objectives.

R J JORDAN

2 Ext 59212 c.c. *Secretary
*Mr Holmes
*Mr Palmer

*without attachments
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COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE

7
ernal Memo

From: R B Spence Your ref:
Permanent Secretary Our ref: PSE 311/98

(5)41175/6

22 June 1998

PS/Lord Dubs cc: See distribution list below

Summary

Issue: Possible relocation of English Premier League Football
Club to Belfast.

Pressing, but not time critical.

Timing:

Recommendation: Minister should alert the Sports Minister to the possibility.

BELFAST UNITED

This minute provides an update on progress about the possible development of

an international standard sports stadium, on a site on the north foreshore in

Belfast, and the prospects of attracting an English Premier League club, ie,

Wimbledon, as an anchor tenant.

The project has moved forward significantly since the Minister met with the

private sector promoters in March, and a final decision on the viability of the

project may be possible over the next few weeks. I[n broad outline,

Government would transfer ownership of the site on the North Foreshore to a

charitable trust; the trust would lease a part of the site to the football club; the
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club would build the stadium; the trust would receive an income from the land:

this income would be used for the benefit of sport in Northern Ireland.

[t a viable project can be delivered, the benefits to be secured are significant

and exciting for Northern [reland:-

we could have a modern 40,000 seater stadium, the building of which would be

financed by the private sector through an investment of up to £30m;

the facility could accommodate other sports, in a manner which could compli-

ment the Sports Council's long cherished goal for a national stadium and associ-

ated facilities;

there would be significant opportunity for local employment in the construction,

running and maintenance of the stadium;

the stadium plus supporting sports and commercial facilities would give a mas-

sive boost to our regeneration work in Beltast;
properly negotiated and managed, the introduction of a Premier League club to

Beltast could be a major stimulus to the sporting and general image of NI and to

the tuture health and development ot soccer in NI.

There remain, however, major issues to be resolved and success is tar from

certain. [ndeed, the odds are probably still against a successtul outcome since

success depends upon:-
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* 4.1 aPremier League Club being willing to relocate to Beltast; Wimbledon

has, tor example, other options to pursue including staying in London or
moving to Dublin;

4.2 the private sector being able to put together a £50m tunding package; and

4.5  the tootball authorities in Northern Ireland, England and Europe being

able to agree to the proposal.

Jy

The Chairman and Chiet Executive ot the Sports Council have expressed
reservations about the viability of the current proposals and their suitability in
relation to the needs of Northern Ireland sport. The Chairman has raised these
points with Tony Worthington. The issues were discussed further, at a meeting
which [ arranged with the Sports Council and DENI on 12 June. We have
agreed the way forward based on a shared objective to reach a joint view, as
soon as possible, on whether a viable proposal exists to build an international
standard sports stadium in Belfast which is capable of hosting a Premier
League tootball team. We have also agreed arrangements for future

discussions between all of the parties involved. —

6. As you know, this subject has already been raised in Parliament; and there was
some press coverage earlier in the year in The Sunday Life. An earlier draft of
these papers was leaked to the Beltast Telegraph and published on 17 June; a

leak inquiry has been initiated. The leak has given the impression that the

Secretary ot State is backing the proposal and this seems, in fact, to have been

very well received; a Belfast Telegraph editorial (copy attached) supported the
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concept and a readers poll over two days has showed that 63% of over 3,500

voters supported it.

Mr Roger Casale, MP for Wimbledon spoke to me on Friday evening about the
press reports. [ explained that, contrary to press reports, the Secretary of State
had not as yet written to the Prime Minister; that there had been no contact

between Ministers or officials and Wimbledon; but that we were very interested

In attracting a Premier League side to Belfast as part of the regeneration effort

in the city.

The Minister and [ have discussed, prior to the leak, whether the Secretary of
State should now write to the Prime Minister or whether it would be sutficient
for him to write to Mr Tony Banks. He felt that the latter was appropriate. I
think that that remains a valid conclusion, even though the leak has left the
Northern Ireland public with the beliet that the Secretary of State has written to

the Prime Minister endorsing the project.

A draft letter for the Minister to send to Mr Banks is attached.

R B SPENCE
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PS/Secretary of State (B&L)
PS/Mr Murphy (DFP,B&L)
PS/Mr Ingram (DED,B&L)
PS/Mr Worthington (DENI,DHSS&L)
PS/PUS (B&L)

PS/Mr Semple

Mr Carvill

Mr Watkins

PSG

Mr J Walker

Mr R Jordan

Mr T Kelly

Mr B Parker
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DRAFT LETTER FROM LORD DUBS TO:

Tony Banks MP

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State
Minister for Sport

2-4 Cockspur Street

LONDON

SW1Y 5DH

[ am writing to let you know about a proposal which is being developed by a
private sector consortium to build a new international standard sports stadium
in Belfast and to attract a Premier League football club as the anchor tenant.
You may already know something of this from PQs tabled by Keith Simpson

earlier this year, which associated Wimbledon Football Club with the proposal.

[ understand that the consortium expect to be in a position to finalise their
proposal over the next few weeks. This will be a period of fairly intense
activity and there has already been public debate in Northern Ireland about the

possibility. I thought, therefore, that I should inform you of my general attitude

to the project.

[ would regard attracting Premier League football to a new purpose built
stadium 1n Belfast as offering significant benefits in terms of securing a
sizeable capital investment by the private sector, making a positive impact on
Northern Ireland's image and providing a welcome opportunity tor substantial
cross-community participation. As such, I would view the project as assisting
in the development of a number of our objéctives in Northern Ireland.

However, [ recognise that success is very tar from certain and that there are

signiticant hurdles to be overcome.
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My officials, and those from other relevant statutory authorities (including the

Sports Council for NI), have to date had no direct contact with Wimbledon or
any other Premier League Club. They are working with the consortium to
ensure that any emerging proposal is viable, in financial terms, in terms of our
existing strategy for sport in Northern Ireland and the response which the

proposal is likely to receive from a range of sports governing bodies.

[t 1s clear, for example, that the consortium will need to have early, formal

discussions with the relevant football governing bodies at local, national and

possibly international levels.

[ hope that this letter provides sufficient background in the event of this matter

being mentioned to you.

[ am copying this letter to the Prime Minister and Chris Smith.

LORD DUBS
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Beltast Utd

FOOTBALL PLAN: Premiership

soccer in Ulster (s an excuing
prospect

| HILE all eves are on France
‘Y8 at present. tentative
moves are taking place behind
the scenes to put soccer in
Northern Ireland onto a new
lun. The Secretary of State has given
er backing to a campaign by a secretwe
private scctor consortium which is tryving
(0 woo u top English club to Belfast.
Part of the plan 1s a new multi-million
ound stadium which would host regular
remicrship games involving headline
teams such as Manchester United and
Liverpool.

The most hkely candidate tor such a
move is Wimbledon. which is still
attempting to set up shop in Dublin.
Belfast ts a more logical location. given
the stronger footballing tradition of the
citv. and the fact that 1t is part of the
UK. With busloads of fans already
trekking over to England every weekend
In winter. there 1s no doubting the
attractions of Premiership football for
local tans.

Most importantly. a new Belfast United
team would catch the mood of renewed
hope which is abroad in Northern
[reland at present. This province has an
opportunity to break free from the past.
and put itselt back onto the international

map. Economically. the visiting fans ot
Premiership teams would be a major
boost for tﬁe hospitality sector. Vested
interests must be put to one side. and
soccer tuns throughout the province must
give the initiative a fair chance.




> first picture of Louise Woodward after yesterday's

Baby’s
parents
In hew
law suit

LOUISE Woodward and
her family were facing a
fresh legal nightmare today
as the au pair anxiously
awuited the go-ahead to ﬂy
home to Britain.

The parents of Matthew
Eappen. the baby Woodward
is  convicted of Killing,
launched a multi-million
dollar law suit  claiming
damages for the death of their
son.

Doctors Sunil and Deborih
Eappen. whose cight-and-a-

‘half-month-old child died in

Woodward's care. issued writs
against the 20-year-old au pair
as she was cleared to come
home by the Supreme Judicial
Court in Massachusetis in a
sphit decision vesterday.

With their huce appedl fund
now dwindling the Woodward
family. from Elton, Cheshire.,
could be plunged into a new
long and costly legal battle.

Her United States defence
lawvers are already making
iresh moves to clear her name
by demanding documents con-

cerning the resignation of the
pathologist who Tonducted the
controversial  post-moriem
examination on  Matthew,
over his handling of an
autopsy in an earlier case.

The Eappens have launched
two civil suits.

One is to try to ban Wood-
ward trom profiting from the
case and another claims
damages over Matthew's
death.

Eappen  family lawver
Frederic LElhis said:  ~The
purpose of this lawsuit 1s 10
ensure that Louise Woodward
does not become a millionaire
because she killed an eight-
month-old baby.”

Woodward 1s expected to

be told tomorrow she can fly

home after legal hold-ups are
removed.
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Mo Mowlilam:
Draft letter.

Mo backs
soccer
transfer

By Steven Beacom

SECRETARY of State Mo
Mowlam is set to throw her

weight  behind a  mulu-
million pound bid to bring

English Premier League
football 10 Northern lre-
fand.

In a draft Government
letter to Prime Mimister Tony
Blair and Sports Minister
Tony Banks. Dr Mowlam

wnals her intent to support a
orivate sector consortium  bd

o attract a top English club to
2 new international  sports
siadium in Belfast.

In the letter. obtained by
the Belfast Telegraph. the
Secretary  of  State said  the
project would bring new
investment  to  Northern  Ire-
land and boosi 1ts 1image on
the intermational stage.

Dr Mowlam’s letter also
suggested  that Wimbledon —
the Premuer League club

which 1s sull attempting to set
up in Dublin could be
tempted to  switch its  atten-
tions north of the border.

The
local
believe it

infunated
who
the

move has I
football authormes_
could Kill oft

4 same in Northern Ireland.

® Full story: back page

With intlation tiang, there
Ire concerns  emplovees will
AU to negotiat heher oo
teads o compensate

harthed
]mnml
i]h'l

[ [)n\.\lhlhl\ T
Gty Tise seni the
SOV st e g
problens tor the 1K
Pressed exporters,
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i Premiership plans to

affect Windscr lease

NORTHERN Ircland are
likelv to find themselves
playing internationals away
from Windsor Park should
the ambitious plan to bring an
English Premiership side to
Ulster g0 ahead. writes
Steven Beacom.

That’s because with a Wimble-
don style tcam will come an
mternational  standard  stadium
bascd 1in Belfast.

And that could mean not only
Liverpool and  Manchester
United plaving  Premiership
games n the new ground. but
also our mternational side  as
well.

At the moment a lone term
lcase signed in 1980 ties North-
crn Ireland down to plaving
home games at Windsor Park.

The agreement between the
Insh FA and Linfield. who own
Windsor. lasts for a penod of Y8
VCUTS.

[tis acontract the lash FA are
unable to detract  themselves
from. duc to the cost — but
there is o school of thought that
government backing for an Eng-
lish side here would put

completely different slant on the
subject.

insh FA general secretary
David Bowen said: [ admit this
part of the United Kindom is
seriously  disadvantaged and
could do with a national stadium
and the facilittes it brings, but we
do have a long term agreement
with Windsor Park.”

In a drait business proposal
the consortium state they would
hke to meet the [FA with a view
to the lease.

John Walker from the North-
ern Ireland  Development  of
Environment confirmed today:
“We know that a group of
businessmen are dcvclopmg a
proposal  to builld an  inter-
national stadium with the inten-
ton that an English Premier
League side would play in it

“This group has held meetings
with government olficials. ™

At present Wimbledon. who
do not have a ground of their
own. arc the onlv Premicrship
side which could teastbly sct up
in Beltast. Thev have continually
investivated  the  possibility ol
relocating to  Dublin, so  far
without success.

David Bowe
coming to

n: against o
Northern !

n'Enngh club
relan

FOOTRALL
STEVEN BEACOM

NORTHERN Ireland Sccre-
try of State Mo Mowlam s
set o support a multu-million
ound bid to bring English
remier League football to
the province.

But the prospect was today
vizourously opposed by the Irish
Football Association and FIFA.
the most powerful oreanmsation
m world tootball.

In a draft covernment leuter.
leaked to the Belfast Tetegraph
NMowlam issues her ntent o
mform ~ both - Pame  Mimster
Tonv Blair and Sports Nimister
Tony Bunks ot her suppoit tor a
private  sector  consortim
auempting too attract a4 lop
English club to o new sports
stadium i Belfast.

Mowlam  states  that  the
(\rmcct would otter sigmnicant
wenetits to Northern Irelind m
terms of capital mvesiment and
mternational image as well as
underpinning the peace process.

The letter also includes sugees
uons that Wimbledon — whose
id 0 set up i Dublin has ~o L
been  thwarted  —  could  Dbe
rempted  mto swatching  ther
atrentions north ot the border.

Not surpnisingly the tootbull
powers here have acted angriiy.

i The success.cf this project is far fram csrtan.  There remains significant

{ hurcdles to be overtame, but a successful cutcome would offer significant

[ tenefits to Northam bsland in terms of capRal investment by the private

~ secior, Pesitive .impact on its. intornaticnal image  and oppertunity e
ogtatial gees-comaumnity particpation. As such, | would view the proiect ﬂ

ag the typa o development that we need to. urdarrin the peace process. \

[FA veneral secretary David
Bowen  said: “We  are not
mteresied in Wimbledon  FC
plaving i Beltast every other
week.

‘Our mandate 1s to promote
ihe game in Northem Iretand at
all levels and having an English
Premicer weam here would not do
that.

“Iam disappointed with the
sovernment cattitude  over this.
We have not spoken to them
about this assue although there
has been one meeting with the
entreprencurs and  they know
where we stand.”

Irish FA President Jum Bovee
added that a monon passed at &
recent FIFA conuress o Paris
would make such a proposal
verv difficutt to implement.

The moton  unanmimously
passed by every one of the Y]
FIFA delegates states: o\ club
domiciled on the terrorty ot any
one  assaciation  shall not be

permitted to play in competition
on the terronty of another
association on i regulr basis.
“Exceptions to this ruling may
be mch by the tederation
(FIFA) only af  extraordinary

circumstances (cy a trans-border

seographic region) justity such
an exception and only it the two
assoctations  concerned  have
aiven their consent.”

Bovee said: 1 will be calling
a tull mecting of the IFA councl
should we be approached by the
government on this matter.”

Mowlam’s draft letter to Blur
and Banks states: "I am wntng
o vou concerning a proposil.
which 1s being devefoped to butld
1 new international  standard
sports stadium in Belfast mnd o
ittract a Prenmuer League tootball
Nlub s the anchor tenant.

“You will already Know some-
hing of this from the Parliamen-
ary Question’s tabled by Keith
simpson earlier this vear. which

assactated Wimbledon FC with
the proposal.

“Since then. further develop-
mental work  has  been
undertaken by a private sector
consortium. who expect to be in
a4 posiion to finalise therr pro-
posil over the nextthree to tour
weeks. ™

The letter continues: “The
success of this project is far from
certam. There remains signift-
cant hurdles to be overconie. but
a successtul outcome would ofter
siemhicant benetits to Northern
Ireland i terms of capital mvest-
ment by the prnvate  sector.
POSILVE Impact on s inter-
nattonal image and opporiunity
tor substantial  cross-community
participation.

[t voes on that support would
be required from both the [FA
and Football Association in Eng-
land.  Support  which  at  the
moment v tar  tfrom  forth-
coming.
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