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Introduction

[ should emphasise at the outset that the entire agrcultura i_n BbiShtso’y diat
Northern Ireland remains in a parlous state. All secrors of the industvy
nave been seriously affected by a series of factors, imcluding, of course,
the BSE crisis, which nhave left farm incomes at &‘{"‘&t‘:‘f—rﬂ(ﬂy low levals

and put considerable numbers of tarmers out of business.

\J

Yet agriculture can still make a significant contrmibution to the 2coromy
of Northern Ireland if we are able to find, within the constraints of the
Common Agnculture Policy and overall UK agricalturs policy, ths
means ol providing aporopriate and well targertied suppart. I telieve
previous administrations have failed to give sufficient Drionty o
agriculture 1n Northern Iraland and to 1ts position m cur scocnomic and

hs}
social structure, and [ hope that we now have the opportunity ta corracet
taat.

Farming

With this in mind [ am seeking, in consultation with all sectors of the
:ndustry to develop a Viston for the Future of Azriculture in Northermn
[reland to the end of the prazsent CAP reform agreemens period.

Prominent among the opjectives likely to feaut.re In this Vision 1S th
attainment for Northern [reland of low 1imcidence BSE status, acdon o
reverse the decline in the quality of livestock and the resumption of
significant beef and cattle sxports. Not only would this have a2 quick
and tangible effect on farming incomes, dbut 1t would hava agual heneafit
\n boastlng the morale of a beleaguered industry.
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wcational qualifcador achieved hers, which fall wa1 below the
guivalent 1n Great Britain, and by encouraging the uptake of
approor‘.ate tecninology anc management and markatizng pracuice.

W2 need also to increase the aducation and lrzining apoortunines o

farmers and their | 188 WDO WIS to seek 3]

L sl

rTaImll T ‘__CE:L._.a:lVE Of*jploy"“oﬁ:
outside the industry.
We need to raspond to prassiire for grsatar envirgnmentz] 2warspess in
Ll balleo B ol Aol oy ercsuag.:g en r’ronmentaﬂy sensiove I[3Arming

the incidence of farm source podutﬁon-

Given the narure of Northern [reland farming, 1t = be &
maintain a viable farmirg community in the hill ar=as of the Praovioce
through a properly rasourced LA support program—e.

All thase Do]_icy araas will featurs 1n the 7Vision for the Future’

discussions to which [ have referred, but will not be deliverable on the
scale necessary without a significant injecTor of add:tional resources.

Ylorsover, the Structurzl Funds plans recently submitted to Brizasels
contain suggested measurss lixely to offer some 3suggvor: to the
orocessing side of the industry, to foreswry, fto the wider rural
community and to fisheries, but very lttle of direct bemefit to the
farmers themselves. Without an acditional £10 millior a year to
nrovide the necessary cover, | am unlikely to be able to proceed with
such measures as a Red Meat Quality Scheme or a significant farm
diversification efiort.

Rural Development

The irnclusion of ‘Rura! Development’ in my Departmernt's zile
reinforces the need to continue to commit igmificant resources to this
area of activity Doth as a 30Clo-SconomiC regereration prograrmma
directed to disadvantaged rural areas and as the ‘second pillar’ of the
CAP.
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Rural development measurss already feature in both the T

-ransinonal
Objective Orne and Peace Two Structural Finds crammes and the
opportunity to take further advantage of Eurapean ca-funding will flow
from the Community Lnitiacives, of wiich LEADER + is specific to raral
development. Funding for these programmes will be reguired for futurs

\

raars at at least the level s2c for the Gnal year of the CSR.

Forestry

The DARD Forest Service 13 currantly unders

2T ITEZZINS a majer review ot
all aspects of foresiry vclicy, and new policy procesals may smerze
frocm that exercise. In the :neanfr;me they facs significant rasourcea
difScultmes — of the ordar of £2.0 million — larzely becarse of current low

fLmDer prices.
Rivers

The River A.gencv capital Drog* amme for essential flood defznce
improvement worZs of some £40 million must be trotscted to safaguard
life and property throughout Northern Ireland. [t is expected that rLl.a
figure will increase as surveys of asset3 continue. Somsz incrsase !

4

)

1Ba
provigion from 2003/04 would enable this vital programme of works to
be expedited.
Science Service
Within the DARD Science Service resources are rsquirad to lntrcduce a

orogramme of genetic traceability of farm animals. This would
significantly itmprove our existing traceability system and could assist
tco Wlith breeding programmes Something over £1.0 million would be
required over four years.

I soould also pernaps register — though I readily.concede that it should

o S

got feature In a Programme of Govermment — that the buwildings
occupled by the Science Service are In 3erious G.I.Sl‘Qpa..I', angd that major

refurpisnment 13 urgently required if we are npot to De 1n Dreach of
tHealth & Safety requirements. The total cost of this essential work s of
the order of £18 mullion. Within this the highest prioricy will be
addressing the need for new accommodation for Cateaory 2 and 3

facilities required to handle dangerous Dachogens such a3 TB, Brucella

and E Coli which are at the core of the Department's animal health anc
food safety policies.
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Sea Fisheres

In respect of Sea Fishenes. the Department’s aim 5 o
industry 0y maxamising it3 Sshing opportunities commensurate with
conserving and protecting fisn stocks, and assisung its commmercal
cevelopmment. We shall thersrore seek to achleve a more competitive

0sning fleet, stronger Osh stocks, sustainabply Cished, a safs, medern
oteraiing inirastucturs snd a pronitable oroce ss' 1S sector, focussing
)

o quality and markenng.

'C

Much of this can be achieved within existing cublic expenditura
allocations, but three key components, essential for the successful

implementation of the strategy, Wil require significant lnjecmon of

:n--—¢

rasources — a replacement fisheries protection vessel (£3m), a

replacement scientinc research vessel (£25m) and the improvement of

the entrance to Kilkeel Haroour (£15m). This last 1tem hasz, of course,
significant poliical as well as resource implications.

Conclusion

[ have endeavoured to set out here the key challenges facing this
Deparcment over the nex:t year or two. I have deliberately avoided
inundating you with detail. It 1s nevertkeless clear that [ am
-=spensible for trying to assist an industry in deep crisis, and one
which has high aspirations that a devaolved administracior in Northerno
[reland will accord it a much higher priority than was the case during
Direct Rule. [ look forward to the opportunity of elaborating on all this
when we meet bilaterally as you have proposed, and hope that such a
discussion might be conducted at a strategic level.

7 ,
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BRID RODGERS
Minister for Agriculture and Rural Development
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