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PROGRANMNE OF GOVERNMENT

You wrote 0 Ministers on 22 December (999 asking for priority issues wiich might de

included in a Programme ot Govemment.

[ nave attached a l1st ot i(ssues which [ consider, at this point in iime, are WOrtlly or lnciusion.
[ should, however, maka ciear the context in which [ am submumng these. [ have just begun a
Deparumental strategic planning exercise to consider the sTategic direction, aims and
objectives of the Deparznient over the next two to thres years. Given that the Deparmment of
Culture, Arts and Lzaisurs is new and that it offers an opportunity to take a Tesh look ar the
services wiuch are delivered (n this area, [ am reluctant o simply assume that rolling forward
exisung plans is the ognht approach. My clear preference s that we should take a strategic
look at wnat we are doing, formulate proposals, consult widely among the many bodies with
which the Deparmnent interacss and with the public befores coming to the Irm conclusions
about what we should be delivering and how we should be delivering it. [nevitably such
ax2reises cannot e undzraken as quickly as one would like and in an ideal world it would be
oreferaple to Rave moce of the process completed befors suomitung proposais which Wil
conmioule 10 a Programme of Covernment. Nevertheless, [ am ‘well aware of the nesc {0 stars

OUMng the programme ‘ogether within a reasonaole timescale.
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4 Department OfCulture, Arts & Leisure

The conmbunon which [ have amached 1s, therefere, very much a Srstsiot. [t is not mtended
10 be axiiaustve; [ might wish t0 add to ic or change ( as the Programme of Government
orccess ococzads. [he proposals have not yet be=n costed. [t 1s worth noung that many ot

these crocosals are, by thelr aature, Cross-cutiing.

.
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[ amm, as reguested, copying :his letter to Mark Durkan and Jonn Semple.

MICHAEL YIcGIMPSEY MLA
Ylinister for Culture, Arts and Leisure
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PRIORITY [SSUES:

A Soctial and Cultural
' . TO creale, rrough the library system, and tn conjunctien wieh the Lifelong L2amung
Ay agenda, 2 Communuty (nformaton Network.

; The develooment ot an (ntegrated policy to promote the educational conmouton of
aspecrts of the Department’s resoonsibulities.

. The creation of 2 UK Sports [(nsature Network Canxe under the auspices ot the Soorts
Council =0 gromote sporing exceilence.

. [nvestigacion of the feasibility and affordability of 2 national sports stadium.
. Delivening the commianent in the Agreement to promote respect, undersianding and

tolerance in relanon 0 linguistic diversicy.

B. Enhancing Northern [reland’s [mage
. Compieton of the review of second Ger museum, heritage and visitor amenities, and

creauon and unplementaton of a strategy to promote their erfective integraton.

o Ensuring the affactive launch and operaton of the Odyssey Project as 2 major visitor
anTraciion.

To lead (as appropnate) and participate i1 examination of porenaal developments

which can support the development of Northem [reland as a destinanon, taciuding the
examination ot 2-commerce.

To promote 2vents and festivals which can increase visitor numbers and widen the
availaoiity of cultural, sporing and recreational provision.

Creaning a museums. libraries and archives co-ordinating body so as to locrease
accessioility o the full range of the cultural heritage.

Developing our [nland Waterways and Fisheries to contmibute to the atractiveness of

Norhem [reiand as a tounst desunation and to ennance their enjoyvment by the peoole
ot Norzhem [reiand. '

To atzace at least 2 major world class events to Northem [celand each vear.

C. Developing Creative [ndustries

s To create a Crzanve [adusTies Taskforce o0 spearnead acuon on this Tomn.

" {0 map the conmioution made by the crzauve indusTies and to oroduce a strategy {or
b= development ot the sector.
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