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COuncillors between thenm., The 1
despite their Parties: linksg

generally condemneg Violence a
Ministers.

list of councij) delegateg inc]
Mr Ken Kerr of the upp.

should pe T®jected from the dele
COUncillprg, If POSsible,

be takepn by QMEEDEMQLX-

Ihgﬁiagtﬁ

9. QlﬁLQEhDQEQQLQELQ_PQEin

of proscription, the Party admitteg to having UDA
memberg among jtg nNumber, 1p September 1992 3 UDP

- BQLﬁQﬂgliLlﬁﬁz Ken Kerrp, the only ubp Councillor, a

member of Derry City Council ang S€ENn as the UDP's
chief SPOKesman., 1p the early 70's he Served g
Sentence for POSsession of Weapons. ye has a long
history of Iinks with the uDa, although that
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and appears to enjoy har ]
SDLPp Councillorsg,

5. Bzgggﬁﬁﬁizﬁ_ualgniﬁi_EQL&Z:

- Berﬁgngllilgﬁi Hugh smytp),
and aldermap, He helped tgo tound the PUP

UVF., He has ;5 lonag history of links with the UVF but
Publicly does pot SUpPport or €ncourage their use of

violence. He enjoys g3 certain Irespect as 3 loyalist
'‘€lder statesman: on Belfagt Caity Council. The RUES

other counciller 18 Samuel Stéwart of CarriCkfergus.

Fein does pot aPPly to the PUP, 50 there are no
Ye€strictions., The SeCretary of State met Alderman
Stmyth when Visiting the Shankill Roaq last year,
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7.  These Parties, ang their perSOnalities,

them neegs to be seen ag
wider, and more importaﬂt,

are small beer, But

alnst the backgroung of
pPolicy considerationS:

how Ministers treat

= Lgxuiﬁg_ﬁﬁgzglg_gm:
focuses attention on
loyalist terrorisnm, Nationalists,
Government, will Study our dpproach
On the other hand, the rige ln Prote

avenues open, if POSSsible, for politiciansg who can

drticulate EXtreme Protestant grievances,
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(i) Genuine constituency 1Ssues dealt with at loca]l
office level, and - jp correspondence only - with

Ministers. po meetings, €xcept where unavoidable
during a council visit,

(1i) Meetings with Ministers, either individually Or as

Part of counci) delegations, but on local lssues
only,

(111) Meetings with Ministers on wider political gapgd
Securlty issues for individuals or party
delegations jip their own riqght,

9. Contacts at level (iii) above are not really an issye in the
cases of either the UDP or PUP. Whatever their views, both are

11. The Qrgquments in Lavour of Continuing the present arrangements
°t€ Pragmatic. We shoulg Not abandon contacts With politiciansg who
have proved helpful in the pPast, The Government isg Keen to
€hcourage people into Constitutional politics, so we should do
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Comnunity,
‘d8lienation:"

lightly co1g Shoulder thoge with such
influence.

PIRA,

the pUp'g wWith the

L€ prepared to use
St they merit No more favourable

with Paramilitarjes,
Fein could pe Séen as

I'€publican,

Ihaﬁﬂﬁl_ﬁhﬂﬁﬂ

15, The choices 1ije between:
(1) Mgingg;niagﬁgnﬁm§;§£u§ngg: W€ would defeng
Ministerial contact with Councillor Kerr znd
Alderman Smyth on the grounds that both had
pelsonally condemped violence,
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(11) Iggghigg_gggn_gahgﬂﬁﬁgéme

_____ we
Would defend thijs On the ground of the known links

with Paramilitaries, The ProScription of the UDaA

(1ii)

Conclusion

g8imply too much to ignore

+ Ministerg should tre
and their PE€rSonalitieg,

(SIGNED): JAS

JONATHAN STEPHENS

EhBage ot Il &2
SECRET
CN/ESL/14852

© PRONI HSS/32/1/31/28



1y \t 2% Ul N a2
I } ’ / , J
DFERN 66-N.1.0. LONDON. MON &1 FEB 93 [6:6/7 PG.e

o
v \l\"\r\*r{iS D
vy \l \? \\M\.E'-! D\:,' NCA
!
PY A TS De e
P;‘ RYARENON WRCOSANRCE IS

© PRONI HSS/32/1/31/28



e ———

SECRET
DESK IMMEDIATE
FROM: PS/Secretary of State
2 February 1993 Copy No (O of 37

cc PS/SofS (B&L) [2&3]) - B
PS/Mr Atkins (DOE,DED&L) [4,5&6] - B
PS/Mr Mates (DFP,B&L) [7,8&9] - B
PS/Lord Arran (DHSS,DANI&L)

[10,11&12] - B

PS/Mr Hanley (DENI,B&L) [13,14&15] - B
PS/PUS (B&L) [1l6&17] - B
PS/Mr Fell [18] - B

Mr Ledlie [19] - B
Mr Thomas [20)] - B
Mr Bell [21])] - B
Mr Lyon [22) - B
Mr Steele [23] - B

Mr Watkins [24]) - B
Mr Williams [25] - B
Mr Wood (B&L) [26&27)] - B
Mr Brooker [28] - B
J A Stephens [1] - B Mr Cooke [29] - B
Mr D J R Hill [30] - B
Mr Leach [31] - B
Mr Maccabe [32)] B
Mr Marsh [33] B
Mr Rickard [34])] - B
Mr Durbin [35] - B
Mr Caine [36] - B
Mr Bentley, HOLAB [37]

RESTRICTIONS ON POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS

The Secretary of State was grateful for your submission of

29 January, which was discussed on the VCR late yesterday

afternoon. The Secretary of State was 1n Belfast with Mr Fell and a
number of other officials, Lord Arran, Mr Hanley and PUS were 1in

London with yourself and other officials.

2. Mr» Hanley said that he had met Ken Kerr (UDP) on a Derry City
Council delegation over a year ago and since then at Magee
University. He had found him to be quiet and pleasant and would
need to have a good reason for not meeting him i1n the future. You
pointed out that, while Kerr had condemned violence, the evidence of
links between UDA and UDP 1n terms of buildings and organisation
were still there. It was relevant that all Sinn Fein councillors
had signed declarations against violence. 1In addition the Secretary
of State had turned down an application for UDG assistance for the

UDP last autumn. Mr Hill pointed out that Kerr appeared to get on
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well with the SDLP and would not be put forward by them for

inclusion 1n his allegation 1f he was not acceptable.

2} In relation to Hugh Smyth, Mr Maccabe said that over a number
of years he had found him to be a restraining influence in prison
matters 1n particular and generally well disposed towards

Ministers. Mr Fell pointed out that the only factor which had
changed since the last time Kerr was on a deputation was that the
UDA had been proscribed and i1n the interests of consistency both men
should be treated the same. He thought 1t would be extremely
difficult to remove Smyth from the relatively benign channel of
communication which had existed for a long number of years. PUS
suggested that there was no change 1n the case of Smyth and 1in

Kerr's case 1s was compelling that he had been put forward by an

SDLP run council.

4. In discussion Mr Williams and Mr Thomas suggested that 1t was
messy and could prompt accusations of double standards 1f a letter
was sent barring Sinn Fein Councillors but allowing Ken Kerr to come
with the delegation, particularly as the Secretary of State was keenr

to signal to the Irish that he was as much against Loyalist as PIRA

violence.
5. Summing up the Secretary of State said that he regarded
Loyalist violence in the same way as the Republican variety. But

the availilable i1ntelligence was that there was virtually no UDA
activity 1n Londonderry and Kerr was therefore out on something of a
limb. On the balance he considered that Kerr and Smyth could
continue to be seen by Ministers. Sinn Fein could be expected to
say that we were operating double standards but provided that the
SDLP confirmed that they did want Kerr on the delegation criticism
could therefore be countered by saying that he was there at the

invitation of the SDLP and not the Government.

Signed

W K LINDSAY
Private Secretary
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