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STATUTORY RULES OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

2000 No. 347 

FLAGS 

The Flags.Regulations (Norther11 Ireland) 2000 

Made 

Coining inLo force 

Whereas: 

8th Nove,nber 2000 

11th November 2000 

(a) the Secretary of State has referred to the Assembly a draft of the
Regulations he proposes to make under Article 3 of the Flags

1 (Northern Ireland) Order 2000(a);

(b) the As embly has reported to the Secretary of State the views
expre sed in the Assembly on the proposed Regulations;

(c) the Secretary of Stale has considered the Asse1nbly's Report on the
proposed Regulations;

(c[) the Secretary of State l1as had regard to the Belfast Agree1nent; 

(e) a draft of these Regulations has been laid before Parlian1ent,
accompanied by a copy of the Assen1bly's Report on the proposed
Regulations no changes having been 111ade to the proposed regulations
as a result of that Report;

(/) a draft of these Regulation has been approved by resolution of each 
House of Parliament; 

Now therefore the Secretary of State, in exercise of the powers conferred on 
hin1 by Article 3( 1) of the Flags (Northern Ireland) Order 2000, hereby make 
tbe following Regulations: 

Citotion., con·i111en.cen1erit and iriterJJretation 

1.-( l) These Regulations n1ay be cited as the Flags Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 2000 and shall come into force on 11 th November 2000. 

(2) The Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) l 954(b) shall apply to these
Regulations as it applies to an Act of the Assembly. 

f�lyin.g of flags clt governrnent buildin.gs on specified dcLys 

2.-( l) The Union flag shall be tlown at the govern1nent buildings 
specified in Part I of the Schedule to these Regulations on the days specified 
in Part II of the Schedule. 
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SCHEDULE 

PART I 

Regulation 2 

SPECIFIED GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS 

Adelaide House, Adelaide Street, Belfast. 

Castle Buildings, Stor1nont Estate, Belfast 

Churchill House, Victoria Square, Belfast. 

Clarence Court, 10-18 Adelaide Street, Belfast. 

Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast. 

Netherleigh House, Massey Avenue, Belfast. 

RathgaeJ House, BalJoo Road, Bangor, County Down. 

PART 11 

DAYS ON WHICH THE UN1ON FLAG lS TO BE FLOWN AT FULL MAST 

20th January 

6th February 

l 9th February

A day in March to be notified 
by pub! ication in the Belfast Gazette 
on or before 31st January annually 

10th March 

17th March 

21st April 

9th May 

A day in June to be notified 
by publication in the Belfast Gazette 
on or before 31st January annually 

2nd June 

10th June 

4th August 

l5Lh August 

21st August 

12th November 2000 and, in subsequent 
years, a Sunday in November to be 
notified by publication in the Belfast 
Gazette on or before 31 st January 
annually 
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Birthday of The Countess of Wessex 

1-Ier Majesty's Accession

Birthday of The Duke of York 

Co1n1nonwealth Day 

Birthday of The Earl of Wessex 

St Patrick's Day 

Birthday of Her Majesty The Queen 

Europe Day 

Official Celebration of Her Nlajesty's 
Birlhday 

Coronation Day 

Birthday of The Duke of Edinburgh 

Birthday of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth The Queen Mother 

Birthday of The Princess Royal 

Birthday of The Princess Magaret 

Remembrance Day 
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EXPLANATORY NO TE 

(This note is not part of· the ReguLatioris) 

These Regulations make provision as to the flying of flags at governn1enL 
buildings in Norther11 Ireland. A building is a govern111ent building for this 
purpose if it is wholly or mainly occupied by members of the Northern Ireland 
Civil Service (see Article 3(2) of the Flags (Northern Ireland) Order 2000 
(S.I. 2000/1347 (N.I. 3)). The main provisions are as follows: 

regulation. 2 requires the Union flag to be flown at the 7 governmenL 
buildings listed in Part I of the Schedule on the days listed in Part 11 
of the Sch�dule. The European flag n1ust be flown in addition to the 
Union flag on Europe day at any of those buildings which have more 
than o.ne flagpole. The Union flag must also be f1own on the days 
specified in the Schedule at any other govern111ent building where it 
was the practice to fly it on notified days (def'ined in regulation 2(3)) 
in the 12 n1onth period ending on 30th November 1999. 

reguLatio11 3 allows Ll1e Union flag Lo be flown at a governn1enl 
building during a visit by a Head of State other than Her Majesty The 
Queen; if the building being visited has more than one flag pole, the 
national t1ag of the country of the visiting Head of State 1nay also be 
flown. 

regulation. 4 requires the Royal Standard to be flown at a governn1enL 
building during a vis.it by Her Majesty The Queen. The Royal 
Standard is to be flown only while Her Majesty is in the bui !ding 
(regulation 5) and 1nust be flown in a uperior position Lo the Unjon 
flag if it is also flown during the visit (mandatory for building� with 
more than one flagpole: regulation 4(2)). 

regulation 5 makes detailed provision as the manner of flying flags 
required or permitted to be flown by regulations 2, 3 or 4 

1 reguLatio,1 6 requires the flying of the Union flag at half mast at the 
government buildings specified in Part I of the Schedule fol lowing 
the death of a member of the Royal Fan1ily, or of a serving or forn1er 
Prin1e Minister of the United Kingdon,. The days or day, on which 
flags are to be flown on such occasions are to be notified at the relevant 
time by publication in the Belfast Gazette. 

regulation 7 allows the Union flag to be flown at govern1nent 
buildings not specified in Part I of the Schedule, or required to rly il 
by Regulation 2(2), both on the days specified in Part II of the 
Schedule, and (at half mast) on an occa ion of mourning a provided 
for in regulation 6. It also al lows the Un ion flag lo be flown on t11e 
occasion of a visit by Her Majesty or by another Head of State, at 
government buildings other than that or those being visited. 

regulation 8 allows the European flag to be flown alongside the Union 
flag on Europe day, at a government building not specified in Part I 
of the Schedule. It also allows the national flag of a visiting head or 
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by a Head of State other than Her Majesty, at a government building 
other than that or those being visited. 

regulation, 9 prohibits the flying of flags at government buildings other 
than as provided for by the Regulations . 

Pri11Lcd i11 Ihc UK by The 

Sl,llioncry Oflicc LimiLcd 

under Lhe aulhorily and 

\Upcrin1c11dcnce of Carol 

Tullo, Con1rollcr ur 

I lcr tvlajcsty"s SIa1ioncry 

Oflicc being 1he Govcrn111cn1 

Prinlcr for Nonhern Ireland and 

1h1• Offic:c-r ;innninIcd Lo nrinl 1hc 
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(2) The Union flag hall be flown on the days, pecified in Part Il of the
Schedule at any other governn1enl building at which it was tl1e practice to fly 
the Union flag on notified days in the period of 12 n1onths ending with 30th 
Noven1ber 1 999. 

(3) In paragraph (2), "notified days" means days notified by t11e
Department of Finance and Personnel to other Northern Ireland Departments 
as day for the flying of tl1e Union flag at government buildings during the 
period of 12 111onths �nding with 30th Nove1nber 1999. 

( 4) Where a government building specified in Part I of the Schedule has
,nore than one Dag pole, the European flag shall be flown in addition to the 
Union flag on Europe Day. 

Flyi12g o.t·.flcLgs cLt goverrinient buildings on tlie occasion of a visit by a Head 
of State other thcui Her Mcl}esty Th.e Quee,i 

3.-( l) On the occasion of a visit to a government building by a Head 
of Stale other than Her Majesty The Queen, the Union f1ag may be flown at 
that building. 

(?,) Where on tl1at occasion the Union tlag is flown at that building and 
the building has more than one flag pole, the national flag of the country of 
the visiting Head of State n1ay also be flown at that buildi11g on that occasion. 

Flying of •. /lags Clt governnien.t huilcLin.gs on rhe occasion of· a visit by Her 
Majesty The Quee,i 

4.-( l) On the occasion of a vi it Lo a government building by Her 
.tv'lajesty The Queen, the Royal Standard shall be flown at that building. 

(2) Where tl1e govern1ne11t building concerned ha rnore than one tlag
pole, the Union nag shall also be flown at that building on the occasion of 
I-Ier Maje ty's visit.

lv1an.ner oj·jlying flags required or /Jerniitted to be flown, by regulations 2, 3 
or4 

5.-( t) Where Regulation 2, 3 or 4 requires or per111its the flying of a 
flag at a govern111e11t building, the flag in question shall be flown at full 111asL, 
provided that: 

(a) where Regulation 2(4) or 3(2) require or per1nils the flying of a flag
in addition to the Union f1ag, that t1ag shall not be flown in a uperior
position Lo the Union flag; and

(b) where Regulation 4 requires the flying of the Royal Standard and the
Union Flag, the Royal Standard shall be flown i11 a superior position.

(2) Where Regulation 2, 3 or 4(2) requires or permits the flying of a flag
at a government building, it shall be flown fro111 8am until sunset on the day 
in question. 

(3) Where Regulation 4( 1) requires the Royal Standard to be flown at a
govern1nent building, it shall be flown whilst Her Majesly is present in the 
building. 
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r�lyi11g of flags at hcii
f 

n1ast 

6. Following the death of a n1en1ber of tl1e Royal Fa1nily, or of a serving
or for1ner Prin1e Minister of the United Kingdom, the Union f1ag shall be 
flown al half 111ast at the govern1nent buildings specified in Part I of the 
Schedule, on such days as may be notified in the Belfast Gazette. 

Discretion. to fly jlcigs ctt goverrLnient builclin,gs 

7. Wl1ere Regulation 2(1), 2(2), 3(1) or 6 requires or permits the Union
t1ag to be flown at a government building, or where Regulation 4( I) requires 
the Royal Standard to be flown at sucl1 a building, the Un.ion flag n1ay be 
t1own in the sa1ne manner on the same day at any other governrnent building. 

8. Where Regulation 2(4) or 3(2) requires or pern1its the 11ying of a flag
in addition Lo the Union flag at a governme11t building, that flag rnay be flown 
in lhe ame n1anner on the same day al any other goyernn1ent building which 
has n1ore than one flagpole, provided that the Union flag is also 11own. 

Pro/1ibitiori 011 tlLe flyi11g of flags otlier tlicui in accorclctnce \Ajifh the 
Regulations 

9. Except as provided by these Regulations, no flag shal I be flovvn al any
governn1ent building at any Li1ne. 

Dated 8th Nove1nber 2000 

I 

Peter Manciefson 

One of Her Majesty's Principal 
Secretaries of State 
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