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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Rathgael House, Bangor, BT19 7PR

URGENT

CORRESPONDENCE

Reference: COR/678/2001
Raised By: Jim Wells MLA

Subject: REQUEST TO WITHDRAW BOOKLET 'TAKING SEX SERIOUSLY"

FROM CURRICULUM X REF: COR 661 & 648/2001

Referred To: /] (e~ Date Referred:

© MR BRAD/A{ 7’ &1 09/10/2001

ACTION REQUIRED

Please provide advice and a draft reply for signature by the Minister.

To be with Private Office not later than 18/10/2001 before Close of Play

For further information etc. contact:

Mrs Gail Jackson
Private Office
Rathgael House Tel:- 028 9127 9304

Copied To For Information
MR PEOVER

Scanned Document:
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values and offer a variety of teaching strategies and activities. The Council makes it very clear
that their inclusion does not imply endorsement and strongly recommends that schools review
all resources to be used with pupils prior to any use. This is designed to ensure that any resource
used reinforces the key messages which the school wishes to endorse and that they provide
activities which are appropriate to the specific groups of pupils. A set of questions is also
included in the guidance to assist teachers when making judgements about the suitability of

resources.

4. Tt is a matter for individual schools to determine what resources they will use to deliver the

curriculum. The Department (or CCEA) does not prescribe the use of any particular materials.

5. In addition, when choosing resources, teachers are encouraged to seek advice from the
appropriate advisers of the Education and Library Boards, Health and Social Services Boards,
school health doctors and nurses and education officers of the various churches. Schools are
also advised to explain fully to parents, before a programme of RSE is instigated, how they

intend to approach this sensitive subject and to take account of any concerns expressed.

6. A draft reply to Mr Wells is attached.
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Parliament Buildings
Belfast BT4 3XX

Northern Ireland
Assembly

A o E s 2 Belfast Road
Y[ e Ballynahinch

R Oftco Co Down

BT24 8DZ
The Permanent Secretary

Department of Education
Rathgael House %}’j\i
Balloo Road e

. Bangor

Co Down 3 October 2001

Dear Sir

I have recently learnt that a booklet known as “Taking Sex Seriously’ has been
recommended by the Northern Ireland Council for Curriculum Assessment, as a
suitable aid for teaching children aged 11 to 14.

Included in this booklet are lessons on the following subjects —

1. Role playing the part of a homosexual person ‘coming out’

2. Buying a packet of condoms

3. Discussions as a class on what is described as ‘the full range of sexual
activities” including group sex, and sado masochism

. Some of the other activities included in the booklet are too foul to describe.

I am appalled that the CCEA has approved this booklet for the ‘Education’ of children
in Northern Ireland.

I would be grateful if you could investigate this matter urgently with a view to having
it withdrawn from use in this part of the United Kingdom.

Yours sincerely e, \
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James H Wells MLA e e

(Assemblyman for South Down)
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