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Government of Northern Ireland

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
STORMONT, BELFAST 4
Telegrams: Homaff, Belfast

Telephone: Belfast 63210

Any reply should be addressed
to: THE SECRETARY

Our reference: P.1006
Your reference: A .2§ 5258

Continued

transport more necessary than-in other smaller and more tightly-knit districts.
Approvel is therefore requested for authority to purchase an additional small
saloon car at an approximete cost of £500 for use of detectives in Musgrave
Street district.

8.° QObservation Vans and Cars (10) - 8 vans and 2 caps

One vehicle was held in i,?i;é. | Additional vehicles were asuthorised as
follows: |1 per your A.2767/47 of 5/1/48;| 4 per your A.329/50 of 17//57;
1 per your A.329/50 of 2;43457; 3 per your A,329/50 of %4%757-

It is proposed to maintain the establishment of these vehicles at 10.

8. [Ireining Cars (4) - Largze Saloons

Two were held in 1946 and two were added per your A.2767/47 of 9/6/19:
These are used in the R.U.C. Driving School.
It is proposed to maintain the establishment of these vehicles at L,

10. Escort Cars (5) Agie

Your authority is held for 5 Escort Vehicles and it is proposed to maintain
the establishment at this figure. Only one car is in use on this work at
present but with the increasing pressure on the Inspector General to provide
escorts for explosives, and abnormal indivisible vehicle loads or other loads
coming within the ambit of the Traffic Special Types Order and the Track-Laying
Vehicles Order the Ministry intends to obtain 4 more small cars to enable these
duties to be adequately carried out. Up to the end of Hay of this year the
police have had to provide over 500 escorts and this has been done at the expense
of vehicles primarily allocated for other purposes. With the emphasis on’
development in the Province at the present time both as regards building and
road works, and heavy industry, there is no doubt that for many years shead these
abnormal loads are going to increase and as the police have a statutory duty to
escort them it is essential to have extra vehicles provided for the purpose.

11. Pool Cars (6) - Large Saloons

Originally there was authority for 8 Pool Cars, but on approval being given
for the purchase of the Detective Cars, this number was reduced by 2. Your 1
originel approvals were - L4 prior to 1946y plus 3 per your A.2767/L7 of 2/5/57,

plus 1 per your letter of 20/3/1957.

It is proposed to maintain the establishment of these vehicles at 6.
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to you recently and approval obtained. It is proposed to mazintain the
establishment at 1.

19. Livestock Cars (2) - Large Saloons

The establishment of livestock cars was fixed in 1952 and 1956 at 2; see
also under Lend-Rovers - Livestock above. These cers are used in conjunction
with the Land-Rovers on anti-smuggling work. It is proposed to maintain the
establishment at 2. I

20. Luggege Lorry (1) b

Used by Reserve Force and your approval held. It is proposed to meaintain
the establishment at 1.

Prime Minister's Car.

Minister of Home Affairs' Car.

Hinister of Development's Car. .

Minister of Finance's Car.

Inspector General's Car.

2 Government Taxis. | : -

Authorities are held for these vehicles, all of which are driven by
policemen.

22 . Lightweight Motor-Cycles (112)

Since the end of the War the Ministry has been able to close some 26
Stations as a result of the redeployment of R.U.C. manpower and the provision
of increased transport. To implement the latter arrangement the Ministry
approved the Inspector General's recommendation that one lightweight motor-
cycle ghould be allocated to each country station except in cases where it was
clear that other forms of transport were adequate. :

Various approvals for an establishment of lightweight motor-cycles have
been received. At first 10 Vespas were authorised and purchased; this was
followed by an additional 30 Velocettes. Authority was then given for the
purchase of a further 72 motor-cycles, to be purchased at-the rate of 24 per
year over 3 years (your A.295/58 of 22nd February, 1961, refers). It should be
noted here that in fact of the last batch of 24 authorised only 19 were in fact
purchased. It will be seen therefore that to date authority is held for an
establishment of 112 lightweight motor-cycles. There are alsec 30 U.S.C. motor-
cycles at present used by the R.U.C., and your authority for this use is

/requested
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requested. This would make a total authorised strength of 142.

The actual purposes which such a total authorised strength would be required
to cover are

(1) 133 Stations outside Belfast where it is intended to hold a
lightweight machine (i.e., Stations where there is no other
form of transport or where the existing transport is not suitable),

and

(2) 10 lightweight machines for the R.U.C. elementary motor-pyéle training
school. Total 143.

This would leave a deficiency of 1 in an authorised strength of 142,
necessitating an inerease to 143 and approval for this is sought.

It is considered that with such a large number of motor-cycles a number of
reserves should be held, as the Transport Workshop usually contains sbout 25
machines, at any given time, in course of repair. For this reason it is requested
that authority be given for 25 additional lightweight motor-cycles to be held in
reserve, to be issued in place of those undergoing repair, etc. This would bring
the total establishment to 168.

Finally, it is proposed to purchase seven additional lightweight motor-cycles
for completely new duties - patrolling in Belfast suburbs, which now contain many
large new housing estates which are often a considerable distance from the station.
Other duties of these machines would be the enforcement of the "Clearway" Regulations,
and the serving of summonses and execution of warrants. Time and manpower would be
saved if lightweight motor-cycles were used on these duties instead of the present
methods of using pedal-cycles or public transport. This gives a total proposed
establishment of 175 lightweight machines.

The number of motor-cycles atl present in use exceeds the total authorised
establishment by 35. These thirty-five consist of:- 30 U.S3.C. machines at present
used by the R.U.C., plus 10 replacement machines which are held as reserves in
Husgrave Street, less 5 not purchased on final authority for 24 and referred to above.

Summarising the proposed increases to the existing establishment, what the
Ministry requests is:=-

1l additional motor-cycle for a country station;
30 U.S.C. machines to be used for R.U.C. duties;
25 machines to be held in reserve;

7 machines for Belfast suburbs.

This.gives a total of 63 to be added to the present establishment of 112.
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